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DISCLAIMER 
 
The information contained in this ‘Request for Expression of Interest’ document (the “REOI”) or 
subsequently provided to Applicant(s), whether verbally or in documentary or any other form, by or on 
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund Management Corporation Limited (TNIFMC) (the 
“Authority”) or any of their representatives, employees or advisors., is provided to Applicant(s) on the 
terms and conditions set out in this REOI and such other terms and conditions subject to which such 
information is provided. 
 
This REOI is not an agreement and is neither an offer nor invitation by the Authority to the prospective 
Applicants or any other person. The purpose of this REOI is to provide interested parties with information 
that may be useful to them in the formulation of their application for shortlisting pursuant to this REOI. 
This REOI includes statements, which reflect various assumptions and assessments arrived at by the 
Authority in relation to the project. Such assumptions, assessments and statements do not purport to contain 
all the information that each Applicant may require. This REOI may not be appropriate for all persons, 
and it is not possible for the Authority, its employees or advisors to consider the investment objectives, 
financial situation and particular needs of each party who reads or uses this REOI. The assumptions, 
assessments, statements and information contained in this REOI may not be complete, accurate, adequate 
or correct. Each Applicant should therefore, conduct its own investigations and analysis and should check 
the accuracy, adequacy, correctness, reliability and completeness of the assumptions, assessments, 
statements and information contained in this REOI and obtain independent advice from appropriate 
sources. 

 
Information provided in this REOI to the Applicant(s) is on a wide range of matters, some of which 
depends upon interpretation of law. The information given is not an exhaustive account of statutory 
requirements and should not be regarded as a complete or authoritative statement of law. The Authority 
accepts no responsibility of the accuracy or otherwise for any interpretation or opinion on law expressed 
herein. 

 
The Authority, its employees and advisors make no representation or warranty and shall have no liability 
to any person, including any Applicant, under any law, statute, rule or regulation or tort, principles of 
restitution or unjust enrichment or otherwise for any loss, damages, cost or expense which may arise from 
or be incurred or suffered on account of anything contained in this REOI or otherwise, including the 
accuracy, adequacy, correctness, completeness or reliability of the REOI and any assessment, assumption, 
statement or information contained therein or deemed to form part of this REOI or arising in any way 
with shortlisting of Applicants for participation in the Bidding Process. 

 
The Authority also accepts no liability of any nature whether resulting from negligence or otherwise 
howsoever caused arising from reliance of any Applicant upon the statements contained in this REOI. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Background 
 
1.1.1 India is among the few surviving ancient civilizations today, with a continuous heritage and 

culture. Throughout the centuries, residents of the subcontinent developed a rich intellectual life 
in such fields as mathematics, astronomy, architecture, literature, music and fine arts. The Indian 
literary tradition is the oldest in the world while dance and music in the country has an unbroken 
tradition of over 2,000 years. Today, India remains as one of the most diverse countries in the 
world. Its culture varies like its vast geography, but the threads that tie the country together are 
its colours, grandeur, festivity and celebration of life.  

 
1.1.2 India is among one of the fastest growing countries in the world, with a growth rate close to 7% 

in 2018-20191. Besides, it is home to close to one-fifth of the world’s population and is 

the second most populous country with an estimated number of over 1.37 billion and is the largest 
democracy in the world.2 Various sectors have been providing the necessary impetus for this 
accelerated growth of India, where services occupy the highest chunk of this share. Tourism is an 
important service sector contributing a little over 9% to the country's GDP and provides 
around 8% of total employment. 3 Foreign visitors to India spend INR 1937.4 billion constituting 
for 5.4% of India's total exports. 4 This year, the World Travel and Tourism Council predicts that 
India would expect 17.8 million foreign tourist arrivals (FTAs).  

 
1.1.3 The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has set a target of 20 million FTAs by 2020 

and of doubling the foreign exchange earnings from tourism.5 Alongside foreign tourist arrivals, 
the growing middle class in the country are among one of the most travelled groups 
domestically.6 The various factors that attract tourists to India, are its multiple UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites including the Taj Mahal, one of the Wonders of the World. Besides, spirituality, 

wellness, MICE, medical and adventure tourism, India as a country has plenty of attractions to 
offer but each state within the country has its own wealth of heritage, traditions, cuisines and 
natural marvels.7 India has a mosaic of plenty of tourist attractions to offer its foreign and 
domestic travelers. In this, the southernmost state of India, Tamil Nadu, holds a unique position 
with the bounty of rich art, history, architecture and literature. Furthermore, the ancient, Tamil 
language is among the oldest surviving languages of the world today with the uniqueness of the 

Dravidian civilisation.    
 
1.1.4 Tamil Nadu is endowed with rich natural and cultural resources ranging from its remarkable 

temple towns and heritage sites to hill stations, waterfalls, and national parks. With over 1076 
km of coastline,8 Tamil Nadu is home to some of the most pristine and tranquil beaches in the 
country. The continuous dense forests of Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats run along the 
western and eastern boundaries of the State showcasing its diverse, endemic and vibrant flora 
and fauna.    

 
1.1.5 Besides, the State boasts of some of the grandest Hindu temples built in Dravidian architecture, 

such as the famous Shore Temple of Mamallapuram, Brihadeeswarar Temple of Thanjavoor, 
Madurai Meenakshi Amman Temple, Srirangam Ranganathaswamy Temple and  

                         

 
1 Economic Survey of India 2018-2019, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of 

India (2019). 
2 World Population Prospects 2019: Highlight, Population Division, United Nations Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs (2019). 
3 India - 2019 Annual Research: Key Highlights, World Travel & Tourism Council (2019). 
4 Ibid. 
5 Tourism & Hospitality, Indian Brand Equity Foundation (2018). 
6 Hospitality Insights: From the Indian CEO’s desk, CII & PWC (2012). 
7 Tourism & Hospitality, Indian Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF) (2018). 
8 ENVIS Centre, Department of Environment, Government of Tamil Nadu  
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Rameshwaram Temple which has the world’s longest walkway corridor. From the luxurious 
Kanchipuram Silk, to the gold-leaf Thanjavoor Paintings, to the cultural Bharatanatyam dance, 
the art and handicrafts of Tamil Nadu help it hold a distinct position in Indian culture and history.  

 

1.1.6 This ancient Tamil Nadu was ruled by the famous Kings of Chera, Chola, Pandyan and Pallava 
Kingdoms. Art, architecture, literature and spiritualism flourished during their reign. The two 

clusters of UNESCO World Heritage Sites (the Group of Monuments at Mamallapuram, and the 

Great Living Chola Temples in Thanjavoor and Gangaikonda Cholapuram) are the exemplary 

evidences of the legacy of the Chola and Pallava dynasties. 
 

1.1.7 Today, the State continues to flourish as an urban epicenter and industrial stronghold. It is the 
second largest economy with a GDP of $250 billion and the most urbanized state in India with 
almost 50% of its population living in urban areas,9 with a literacy rate above 
80.33%.10 The services sector contributes the maximum to the State’s GDP.11 12  

 
1.1.8 Tourism as a service sector is a key contributor to the growth story of Tamil Nadu. The State is a 

highly preferred tourist destination by both domestic and foreign tourists in India. It has been 
consistently ranked first in domestic tourist visits since 2014 with over 300 million domestic tourist 
visits in 2017.  In 2017 the State saw 4.8 million foreign tourist visits and has been 
consistently ranked first from 2014 to 2016 for the category.13 The geographical, cultural and 
environmental diversities of Tamil Nadu have made it among the most preferred and consistently 
top ranked state in India for tourists for the most part of the recent years.  

 
1.1.9 In order to harness this plentiful tourism resources of the State, the Government of Tamil Nadu 

has been taking up several initiatives to retain its position as the preferred Indian 
destination; through initiatives such as targeted promotional strategies, extensive marketing 
campaigns through print and electronic media and the creation and improvement of basic 
amenities and infrastructure at tourist destinations, among others. The “Vision Tamil Nadu 2023” 
document outlines a road map for growth in all the major sectors of the economy. The Vision 
2023 gives significant thrust to the developments in the Tourism Sector. 

 
1.1.10 In this regard, an announcement was made in the Budget, 2019 by the Government of Tamil 

Nadu for the Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project with an initial investment of INR 
100 crores. The Government of Tamil Nadu through Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund 
Management Corporation (TNIFMC) (the “Authority”) intends to carry out the project 
preparatory works, which envisions the integration of all the tourism destinations of the State 
into a massive network, to enable the convergence of all tourism products and services. The 
project aims to identify specific circuits for different travelers from across the globe and within 
the country. There is a push to develop and upgrade infrastructure and amenities at the 
destinations in line with the international standards of quality, safety, and comfort. Such 
development must consider the inherent challenges, needs and concerns of the stakeholders 
ensuring sustainable growth in an integrated manner leading to enhanced employment 
opportunities. A total of 295 destinations across Tamil Nadu have been identified for this project, 
including sites of heritage significance, religious importance and natural beauty amongst many 
others. The first phase of the project will be piloted with 95 shortlisted destinations. The aim is 
to integrate and establish a tourism network that will promote the history and culture of the State 
and enhance the employment opportunities. The Government of Tamil Nadu wishes to generate 
employment among the local communities through suitable development interventions. A 

                         

 
9 Selected Socio-Economics Statistics India, Government of India, Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation, Social Statistics Division (2017). 
10 Tamil Nadu Blend of Tradition and Technology, Indian Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF) (2019). 
11 Tamil Nadu Budget Analysis 2019-20, PRS Legislative Research (2019). 
12 MOSPI Gross State Domestic Product, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, GoI (2019). 
13 India Tourism Statistics at a Glance, Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Government of India (2018). 

http://tnidb.tn.gov.in/forms/TN%20VISION%202023(PHASE%202).pdf
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collaborative effort between public agencies and private players is envisioned to fulfill this 
goal.  

 
1.1.11 Towards this goal, the Authority on behalf of Tourism, Culture and Religious Endowments (TC&RE) 

Department, Government of Tamil Nadu intends to appoint a Consultant to 
formulate a Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for the State as part of the Tamil Nadu 
Integrated Tourism Promotion Project. The Authority invites expression of interest from reputed 
consulting firms having similar experience in tourism master planning to provide consultancy 
services for preparation of Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for the Tamil Nadu Integrated 
Tourism Promotion Project.  

 
1.2 Objective 

 
The State of Tamil Nadu envisages an integrated and holistic approach to develop tourism 
across the State in a comprehensive and sustainable manner, with the intention to increase the 
footfalls of both the international and domestic tourists. The following objectives have been 
framed to establish a holistic tourism network in Tamil Nadu: 

 

1.2.1 Strategic Objectives:  
 

1. To facilitate long term growth and development of the tourism industry in the State while 
adhering to the sustainable tourism principles.   
 

2. To promote and enhance the participation of local communities as stakeholders in the 
development of tourist locations, products and services through capacity building, leading 
to the empowerment and upliftment of the socio-economic status of the communities.   
 

3. To successfully deliver memorable tourist experiences by harnessing the rich culture, history, 
heritage and cuisine of Tamil Nadu. 
 

4. To create tourism led economic growth roadmap for the prosperity and revenue generation 
of the State.   

 
1.2.2 Tactical Objectives:  
 

1. To create a tourism network by bringing a convergence of tourism products and services 
including but not limited to the 5As such as Accommodation, Accessibility, Attraction, 
Amenities, and Activities among others across the State.  
 

2. To develop a framework which seamlessly integrates hard and soft interventions to build 
the ultimate destination experience.   
 

3. To guide all tourism stakeholders towards an aligned vision for the State.   
 

4. To develop a strategy to effectively facilitate the distribution and promotion of tourism 
products and services.    
  

5. To value, conserve and enhance the natural bounty of Tamil Nadu including the 
environmental diversity of hills, mangroves, forests and beaches.   
 

6. To provide end-to-end solutions for tourists with the use of latest technologies such as Internet 
of Things (IoT). This involves the development of tourism-related services such as public safety 
and medical facilities as well as the necessary civic amenities.   
 

7. To devise a roadmap for the integration of shortlisted locations in an optimal, efficient, and 
replicable manner by strategic networking of the locations.  
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8. To identify priority projects and areas for potential development through public and private 

investments. 
 

9. To continue to position Tamil Nadu as a unique tourism brand on the global map by adopting 
innovative marketing and promotion strategies.   

 
 
1.3 About Expression of Interest  

 
Government of Tamil Nadu through TC&RE Department intends to increase the footfalls of 

domestic and international tourists by strengthening the State’s position on the Global Tourism 

Map. In this regard, TC&RE has engaged the Authority to invite applications (“Application”) from 

reputed consulting firms for preparing a Tourism Master Plan and a Detailed Strategy for the 

shortlisted 95 locations to be developed under the Phase 1 of Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism 

Promotion Project. Consultants are invited to express their interest in providing Consultancy 

Services for Preparation of a Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for Tamil Nadu Integrated 

Tourism Promotion Project - Phase 1 (95 locations). The Consultants interested in providing 

consultancy services should provide information demonstrating that they have the required 

qualifications and relevant experience as prescribed in the eligibility criteria mentioned under 

clause 3.2 of this document.  
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2 Broad Scope of Work 
 
The Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for Tamil Nadu will achieve the afore mentioned objectives to 
provide a road map for the holistic and integrated long-term strategy for tourism in the State of 
Tamil Nadu. The Master Plan will build on the existing strengths, capitalize the natural bounty and 
support the infrastructural development of Tamil Nadu, propelling the State towards becoming a 
preferred tourism destination globally. The following are the broad scope of services to be performed 
by the Consultant: 

 
1. A primary and secondary study needs to be conducted to assess the existing scenario of the 

shortlisted locations including but not limited to data collection and consultation with various 
stakeholders including hoteliers, foreign and domestic tourists, tour operators and all concerned 
stakeholders, as deemed necessary. The Consultant is required to conduct both qualitative and 
quantitative analysis.  

 
2. The Consultant must assess case studies both at domestic (at least two) and international levels (at 

least three) and benchmark the best practices for the shortlisted locations under Phase 1 of the Tamil 
Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project.   

 
3. The Consultant must carry out a SWOT analysis for each location against the benchmark and identify 

the gaps and opportunities for intervention.  
 
4. Utilize research techniques such as interviews, surveys, focus groups and observations to interact with 

all stakeholders such as hoteliers, local vendors, local communities, guides, tourists, authorities, travel 
agents and all concerned stakeholders as deemed necessary. This includes the following: 

 

a) Perform a market assessment at every location and identify the target market segments for 
these locations.   

b) Prepare an assessment of the experiences of visitors and identify their pain points and suitable 
interventions to address them.  

c) Thoroughly study the existing institutional frameworks, policies, regulations and laws and 
identify the impediments to facilitate ease of doing business and recommend suitable remedial 
measures.  

d) Identify employment and capacity building opportunities for the local communities through 
extensive interactions and consultations. 

 
5. A macro-assessment should be carried out of the tourism scenario in the State considering tourist 

footfall, topography, geology, ecology, history, culture, heritage and environment and create a 
comprehensive assessment report for each location leading to a detailed understanding of the 

location’s potential. This report must include, but shall not be limited to:  

 Environmental Assessment;   

 Cultural Assessment;   

 and Carrying Capacity Assessment 
 
6. Assessment of paperwork(s) such as mandatory permissions and statutory requirements from all 

concerned authorities (both at the National and State levels) to access and develop each location. 
 
7. The Consultant must undertake site visits to each location to understand the existing tourism products 

and identify the potential for its’ development. The Master Plan must include recommendations for 

hard and soft interventions to ensure holistic up-gradation of the locations.  
 
8. Assess the tourist footfall at each location and prepare tourist profiling to identify target markets 

for each location to prioritize short-, medium- and long-term interventions.  

  
9. The Consultant should carryout widespread discussions with various departments, experts and 

stakeholders and the appropriate suggestions and views must be incorporated.   
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10. Must carry out infrastructure gap assessment in terms of basic facilities, services, connectivity etc. and 

suggest appropriate interventions which should include cost estimates, implementation 

mechanisms and an action plan in order to facilitate the actualization of the strategy. Special focus 
must be given to interventions that are friendly to travelers with special needs as seen with Pressalit 
Care. 

  
11. Tourism development plans for all the 95 locations should be developed and seamlessly integrated 

to converge into the Master Plan, which should create a tourism network for the State of Tamil Nadu. 
This holistic approach should ensure that the locations are converging on the lines of, but not limited 
to tourism products, logistics, employment opportunities, capacity building and ease of doing business 

etc.   
 
12. The Consultant must provide recommendations for both soft and hard interventions at the locations 

such as but not limited to transportation, socio-economic and environmental factors.  
 
13. An efficiency plan for utilities and services to enhance the experiences of the tourists should be 

developed.  
 
14. A sustainable ecotourism strategy integrated into the Tourism Master Plan should be devised to 

promote the natural bounty and biodiversity of the State, such as its beaches, hill stations and wildlife. 
 

15. A detailed strategy should be developed to invite the participation of private players.  
 
16. Develop a strategy to leverage the strengths of the Government, community and private sector in 

order to prepare the most optimal plan of action. 
 

17. The Consultant must address and suggest remedies for the bottlenecks and roadblocks that may arise 
during implementation of the Master Plan taking into consideration the Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) criteria/policy and climate resilience. 
 

18.  Prepare an integrated branding and marketing strategy that provides recommendations for 
promotion of the proposed tourism network on national and international platforms, as a part of the 
Master Plan. This strategy must be developed along the lines of short-, mid- and long-term action 

plans and suitable proposals of ICT/ IoT interventions should be part of the recommendations.  
 
19. The marketing and branding strategy must promote the tourism grid and theme-based networks. 

Various themes including but not limited to culture & heritage, religion, festivals, ecotourism, wellness, 

leisure, beach, agri/rural tourism, sports, etc., must be explored. The Consultant should study the 
popularity of such themes among foreign and domestic tourists and suggest appropriate strategies 
to leverage such preferences. 
 

20. Forecast the future performance of the locations in terms of tourist flow in order to assess the 
environmental impact, economic benefits, employment generation and funding requirements.  

 
21. Evaluate the premises and operations at each location to assess the risk to third parties thereby 

suitably securing public liability insurance.  
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3 GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

3.1 Schedule of REOI process 

3.1.1 REOI document can be downloaded free of cost from the official website of the Authority as 
specified under section 3.1.2  

3.1.2 The Authority shall endeavor to the following schedule: 

 

Note: IST = Indian Standard Time (UTC+05.30) 

3.1.3 Applicants requiring any clarification on the REOI may send their queries to the Authority in 
writing by email to the email address specified in Clause 3.1.2 so as to reach on or before the 
date specified in Clause 3.1.2.  

 
3.1.4 Pre-Application Conference of the Applicants shall be convened at the designated date, time 

and place, as specified in Clause 3.1.2. A maximum of two representatives of each Applicant 
shall be allowed to participate on production of an authority letter from the Applicant. 
International firms’ interested in attending the Pre-Application Conference may also participate 
through videoconferencing. In such case, the interested international firm shall make a formal 
request for participation through videoconferencing to the Authority through email address 
specified under Section 3.1.2. (viii) on or before August 22, 2019 at 17.00 hrs (IST). The 
Authority, in response to the request made for participation through videoconferencing, shall 
share the invitation for participation containing dial-in number and PIN for the videoconference 
connection. The Applicants request for participation through videoconferencing, made beyond 
the aforementioned due date and time shall not be accepted by the Authority and shall be 
summarily rejected.      

 

(i) Last date for receiving queries/clarifications August 22, 2019 up to 17.00 hrs (IST) 

(ii) Pre-Application Conference August 27, 2019 at 11.00 hrs (IST) 

(iii) Authority’s response to queries September 2, 2019 at 17.00 hrs (IST) 

(iv) Last date and time for submission of the 
Application 

September 17, 2019 up to 15.00 hrs (IST) 

(v) Date and time of opening the Application September 17, 2019 at 15.30 hrs (IST) 

(vi) Validity of the Application 90 days from last date and time of 
submission of Application 

(vii) Announcement of short-list Within 30 days of  last date and time of 
submission of Application 

(viii) Address for Pre-Application Conference, correspondence and REOI Application submission: 
Chief Financial Officer 
TNIFMC LTD, 
No.19, TP Scheme Road, 
Raja Street Extension, 
RA Puram, Chennai - 600 028, Tamil Nadu 
Phone No. 044 - 24648400  
Email: tnifmc@tnifmc.com 

(ix) REOI document will be 
available on the website 

It can be downloaded till 14.00 hrs (IST) of  September 17, 2019 
from the website http://www.tnifmc.com/procurement.html 

tel:+9144246484001
http://www.tnifmc.com/procurement.html
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3.1.5 During the course of Pre-Application Conference, the Applicants will be free to seek clarifications 
and make suggestions for consideration of the Authority. The Authority shall endeavor to provide 
clarifications and such further information as it may, in its sole discretion, consider appropriate 
for facilitating a fair, transparent and competitive selection process. 

3.1.6 Applications received on or before the date, time and address indicated in  
Clause 3.1.2 will be opened at the office of TNIFMC at the date and time indicated in Clause 
3.1.2. Applications submitted beyond the due date and time shall not be accepted by the 
Authority and shall be summarily rejected.  

 

3.2 Eligible Applicants  
 

3.2.1 In case an applicant firm possesses the requisite experience and capabilities required for 
undertaking the Consultancy, it may participate in the Selection Process either individually (the 
“Sole Firm”) or as lead member of a consortium of firms (the “Lead Member”) in response to 
this invitation. The term applicant (the “Applicant”) means the Sole Firm or the consortium of 
firms, as the case may be. 

3.2.2 The Applicants fulfilling the following minimum Financial (3.2.3) and Technical eligibility (3.2.4) 
criteria (“Eligibility Criteria”) shall be eligible for submission of the EOI Application under this 
REOI. The subsequent shortlisting of Applicants shall be done based on the criteria mentioned at 
clause 3.5.   

 

3.2.3 Minimum Financial Eligibility: 
 

(a) In case of Sole Firm  - INR 25 Crores 

Eligibility Documentary Proof 

The Sole Firm should have minimum average annual 
turnover of INR 25 crores from the receivables of 
consultancy services in the last three financial years.  

Turnover statements of the Sole Firm for 
the last three financial years duly 
certified by their Statutory Auditor. 

 

(b) In case of Consortium – INR 35 Crores 

Eligibility Documentary Proof 

The Lead Member should have minimum average annual 
turnover of INR 25 crores from the receivables of 
consultancy services in the last three financial years. 

Turnover statements of the Lead Member 
for the last three financial years duly 
certified by their Statutory Auditor. 

Other Consortium Member(s) in individual should have 
minimum average annual turnover of INR 5 crores from the 
receivables of consultancy services in the last three 
financial years. 

Turnover statements of the Other 
Consortium Member(s) for the last three 
financial years duly certified by their 
Statutory Auditor. 

 

3.2.4  Minimum Technical Eligibility: 
 
 

A. The Applicant must be incorporated under laws and policies of the respective country and such 
entity should be in operation for the last 7 years as on March 31, 2019; 
 

B. The Applicant should NOT have been blacklisted/debarred by any of the Central or State 
Governments /Multi-Lateral Funding Agencies; 
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C. The Applicant (either as a Sole Firm or jointly as a JV/Consortium) should have minimum 
experience of at least;  

a) FIVE completed consultancy assignments with respect to the “preparation of a tourism 
development master plan for tourism destinations/regions”, in the last 7 years prior to 
the date of issue of this REOI. 

AND 
b) TWO completed consultancy assignments with respect to developing a 

country/state/region/city level tourism strategy and brand strategy, in the last 7 years 
prior to the date of issue of this REOI. 

 

3.3 Submission of Application 
 

3.3.1 Interested Applicants may submit their Application in the manner set out herein. If the Consultant 
wishes to furnish any additional information that is not mandated in this REOI document, they are 
free to do so. 

  
3.3.2 Consultants are allowed to form Joint Venture/Consortium with other firms for participating in 

this process. The Joint Ventures/Consortium made shall be subject to a maximum of three firms. 
The Applicant must submit along with the Application a Memorandum of Understanding or a 
Letter of Intent and must capture the joint and several liability of the firms. 

 

3.3.3 The name and address of the Applicant, submitting the Application shall be mentioned on the 
top of the envelope containing the Application. All the documents sought under this REOI shall 
be typed or written in inedible ink and signed by the authorized signatory of the Applicant who 
shall also initial each page. In case of printed and published documents, only the cover shall be 
initialed. All the alterations, omissions, additions or any other amendments made to the EOI 
Application shall be initialed by the Authorized Signatory.   

3.3.4 Application should be hardbound and submitted in a single cover which shall be sealed and 
super scribed “Expression of Interest for Consultancy Services for preparation of Master Plan and 
Detailed Strategy for the Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project - Phase 1 (95 
Locations)” and delivered at the office of TNIFMC on or before the date, time and address 
indicated in Clause 3.1.2.  

3.3.5 The Application shall contain following documents; 
 

1. Checklist for Submission of Application, as per Form – 1. 
 

2. Covering Letter for Submission of Application, as per format given under Form – 2. 
 

3. Company/Organization Profile giving details of current activities, background of 
directors/promoters and management structure etc.; as per format given under Form – 
3. 
 

4. Details of projects demonstrating the technical eligibility as per format given under Form 
– 4. 
 

5. Financial information of the Applicant demonstrating the financial eligibility as per 
format given under Form – 5 duly certified by the Statutory Auditor. 

 
6. Key organizational strength and other permanent/regular employee by discipline of 

the organization as per Form – 6. 
 

7. Documents in support of all qualification information shall be submitted with the 
Application. 
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8. Power of Attorney for signing the Application as per the format at Form – 7. 
 

9. Power of Attorney for Lead Member of Consortium as per the format at Form - 8, in 
case of Joint Venture/Consortium participation. 
 

10. Declaration for downloading the REOI document as per Form - 9. 
 

11. Self-Declaration or Certification as per Form – 10. 
 

12. Any other Documents as specified for submission in this REOI Document. 

3.3.6 For the purposes of currency conversions and for evaluation, INR 70 (Rupees Seventy only) per 
USD shall be considered as the applicable currency conversion rate. In case of any other 
currency, the same shall first be converted to USD as on the date 60 (sixty) days prior to the 
Application submission due date, and the amount so derived in USD shall be converted into INR 
at the aforesaid rate. The conversion rate of such currencies shall be the daily representative 
exchange rates published by the International Monetary Fund for the relevant date. 

3.3.7 Application shall be furnished on/before the due date of submission at the address specified 
under section 3.1.2 

3.3.8 The Joint Venture/Consultant shall submit only one Application. An Applicant applying 
individually shall not be entitled to submit another application either individually or as a member 
of any Joint Venture/Consortium, as the case may be. If a Consultant submits more than one 
Application, all such Applications shall be disqualified and rejected. 

3.3.9 The Application and all related correspondence and documents should be written in the English 
language. Supporting documents and printed literature furnished by Applicant with the 
Application may be in any other language provided that they are accompanied with translations 
in the English language and the same shall be attested by Notary public/Apostille. Supporting 
documents, which are not translated into English, will not be considered for evaluation. For the 
purpose of interpretation and evaluation of the Application, the English language translation 
shall prevail. 

3.3.10 The Applicant shall provide all the information sought under this REOI Document. The Authority 
will evaluate only those Applications that are received in the required format and complete in 
all respects. Incomplete and/or conditional Applications shall be liable for rejection. 

3.3.11 No claims whatsoever will be entertained if submission is not received by due date and time. 

3.3.12 Submission of Application by Fax or any other electronic means will not be accepted. It is the 
responsibility of the interested Applicants to ensure that their Applications are delivered at 
specified address by the stated deadline. The Authority shall not be held responsible for any 
delay in delivery or lost in transit cases. 

 

3.4 Opening of Applications 
 

3.4.1 The Applications shall be opened, on the date and time and at the venue specified in clause 
3.1.2, in the presence of the Applicant’s representatives who may choose to attend the opening. 

3.4.2 The Applicants must note that no further notice may be given in this regard. Further, in case the 
Authority does not function on the aforesaid date due to unforeseen circumstances or due to 
declaration of a holiday then the Applications will be opened on the next working day. 
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3.5 Evaluation of Application 
 

3.5.1 The Authority will establish an Evaluation Committee to evaluate the Applications. 
 

3.5.2 The evaluation of the information furnished by the Applicants relating to their eligible experience 
comprising Technical and Financial Eligibility would be undertaken as per Clause 3.2 of this 
REOI. Applicants who meet the Eligibility Criteria would be considered as qualified bidders 
(“Qualified Bidders”) for the next stage of bidding. 

 

3.5.3 During the process of evaluation, the Authority may, at its discretion, seek clarifications from all 
or any of the Applicants in connection with their Application. The request for such clarification 
and the Applicants response should necessarily be in English and in writing. Such responses should 
be submitted within the time stipulated by the Authority. 

 

3.5.4 The Authority will scrutinize the Applications received to determine whether they are complete 
in all respects as per the requirement of REOI and whether the documents have been properly 
signed as per REOI requirements.  

 

3.5.5 The Applicants shall be evaluated based on the Applicants’ turnover, project experience and 
the organizations’ strength as per the criteria set out in Clause 3.5.7. All Applicants achieving a 
score of at least or more than 70 (seventy) marks shall be ranked based on highest to lowest 
scores achieved. The first 9 (nine) ranked Applicants shall be shortlisted for the next stage of 
selection process, viz., Request for Proposal (RFP) Stage.  

3.5.6 Principal criteria adopted for scoring is as below. 
 

Sl. No Criteria Marks 

1 Applicant’s Turnover  10 

2 Applicant’s Technical/Project Experience 70 

3 Applicant’s Organization Strength 20 

 Total 100 

3.5.7 Detailed criteria for scoring is enumerated as follows: 
 

1. Turnover of the Applicant 10 Marks 

Sl. No. Description Evaluation Parameter Maximum 
Marks 

i.  In case of Sole Firm   10 

 Minimum average annual 
turnover of the Sole Firm - INR 25 
crores from receivables of 
consultancy services in last three 
financial years. 

Minimum eligibility: 
Minimum Average annual turnover of 
INR 25 crores = 5 marks 

Post minimum criteria:  
After satisfaction of the above 
compulsory minimum criteria, 1 mark for 
each additional INR 5 crores subject to 
a maximum of 5 marks 

ii.  In case of Joint Venture/Consortium 
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 Minimum cumulative average 
annual turnover of Joint 
Venture/Consortium - INR 35 
crores (INR 25 crores of Lead 
Member & INR 10 crores of the 
other Consortium Member(s)) from 
receivables of consultancy 
services in last three financial 
years. 

Minimum eligibility: 
Minimum Average annual turnover of 
INR 35 crores = 5 marks 

Post minimum criteria:  
After satisfaction of the above 
compulsory minimum criteria, 1 mark for 
each additional INR 5 crores subject to 
a maximum of 5 marks 

2. Applicant’s Experience 70 Marks 

Sl. No. Description 
 

Evaluation Parameter Maximum 
Marks 

i.  At least FIVE completed 
consultancy assignments with 
respect to the “preparation of a 
tourism development master plan 
for tourism destinations/regions”, 
in the last 7 years prior to the 
date of issue of this REOI. 
 

Minimum eligibility: 
At least FIVE completed consultancy 
assignments with respect to the 
“preparation of a tourism 
development master plan for tourism 
destinations/regions”, in the last 7 
years prior to the date of issue of this 
REOI = 30 marks  

Post minimum criteria:  
After satisfaction of the above 
compulsory minimum criteria, 
additional assignments subject to a 
maximum of 20 marks equaling a 
maximum total combined score of 50 
marks may be submitted, where 1 
additional assignment = 10 marks 

50 

ii.  At least TWO completed 
consultancy assignment relating to 
developing a 
country/state/region/city level 
tourism strategy and brand 
strategy, in the last 7 years 
preceding the date of issue of this 
REOI. 

Minimum eligibility: 
At least TWO consultancy assignments 
with respect to developing a country/ 
state/ region/ city level tourism 
strategy and brand strategy, in the 
last 7 years prior to the date of issue 
of this REOI = 12 marks 
 
Post minimum criteria:  
After satisfaction of the above 
compulsory minimum criteria, additional 
assignments subject to a maximum of 8 
marks equaling a maximum total 
combined score of 20 marks may be 
submitted, where 1 additional 
assignment = 4 marks 

20 

3. Applicant’s Organization Strength  20 Marks 

Sl. No. Key Personnel* of the 
Applicant’s Firm under 
permanent payroll   

Evaluation Parameter Maximum 
Marks 

I.  Tourism/Hospitality Expert  Tourism Expert with relevant 
experience of more than 15 Years 
= 1.5 marks for each personnel, 
subject to maximum of 3 marks 

4 
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 Tourism Experts with relevant 
experience of 10 – 15 Years = 
0.5 marks for each personnel, 
subject to maximum of 1 mark 

II.  Urban/Master Planner  Urban / Master Planner with 
relevant experience of more than 
15 Years = 1.5 marks for each 
personnel, subject to maximum of 
3 marks 

 Urban / Master Planners with 
relevant experience 10 – 15 
Years = 0.5 marks for each 
personnel, subject to maximum of 
1 mark 

4 

III.  Architect  Architects with relevant experience 
of more than 15 Years = 1 mark 
for each personnel, subject to 
maximum of 2 marks 

 Architects with relevant experience 
of 10 - 15 Years = 0.25 mark for 
each personnel, subject to 
maximum of 1 marks 

3 

IV.  Marketing & Branding Expert  Marketing & Branding Expert with 
relevant experience of more than 
15 Years = 1 mark for each 
personnel, subject to maximum of 
2 marks 

 Marketing & Branding Experts 
with relevant experience of 10 – 
15 Years = 0.5 marks for each 
personnel, subject to maximum of 
1 mark 

3 

V.  Sustainability/Environmental 
Expert 

 Sustainability/ Environmental 
Expert with relevant experience of 
more than 15 Years = 1.5 marks 

 Sustainability/Environmental 
Experts with relevant experience 
of 10 – 15 Years = 0.5 mark for 
each personnel, subject to 
maximum of 1.5 mark 

3 

VI.  Financial & PPP Expert  Financial & PPP Expert with 
relevant experience of more than 
10 Years = 1.5 marks 

 Financial & PPP Experts with 
relevant experience of 7 – 10 
Years = 0.5 mark for each 
personnel, subject to maximum of 
1.5 mark 

3 

* The Key personnel indicated above should be full time employee with the organization/firm.  

  

3.6 Modification/cancellation of REOI 
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3.6.1 This REOI is not an offer by the Authority but an invitation to get responses from interested 
Applicants for shortlisting the Applicants for Authority’s requirements. No contractual obligations 
whatsoever shall arise from the REOI process. 

3.6.2 The Authority may at any time prior to the last date of receipt of Application, for any reason, 
whether at its own initiative or in response to a clarification requested by any prospective 
applicants, modify any criteria/date(s)/terms and conditions of this REOI by an amendment. 

3.6.3 The Authority also reserves the right to cancel/re-tender without assigning any reasons 
whatsoever.  

 

 
3.7 Conflict of Interest 
 

3.7.1 An Applicant shall not have a conflict of interest that may affect the Selection Process or the 

Consultancy (the “Conflict of Interest”). Any Applicant found to have a Conflict of Interest shall 

be disqualified.  

 

3.7.2 Without limiting the generality of the above, an Applicant shall be deemed to have a Conflict 

of Interest affecting the Selection Process, if: 

(a) the Applicant (or any constituent thereof), its consortium member (the “Member”) and any 

other Applicant, (or any constituent thereof) have common controlling shareholders or other 

ownership interest; provided that this disqualification shall not apply in cases where the 

direct or indirect shareholding or ownership interest of an Applicant or a constituent 

thereof, its Member (or any constituent thereof) is less than 25% (twenty five per cent) of 

the subscribed and paid up equity share capital thereof.; or 

(b) a constituent of such Applicant is also a constituent of another Applicant; or 

(c) such Applicant has the same legal representative for purposes of this Application as any 

other Applicant; or 

(e) such Applicant has a relationship with another Applicant, directly or through common third 

parties, that puts them in a position to have access to each other’s information about, or 

to influence the Application of either or each of the other Applicant; or such Applicant or 

any constituent thereof has provided consultancy services to the Authority in the 

preparation or implementation of the project.  

 

3.8 Authority’s right to accept/reject any or all Applications 
 

3.8.1 The Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any Application and to annul the process and 
reject all responses at any time without thereby incurring any liability. 

 
3.9 Notification of Shortlisting 
 

3.9.1 Authority shall notify by email all Consultants that have been shortlisted. 

3.9.2  Only shortlisted Consultants will be issued the Request for Proposal. 
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4 Forms for Submission 
 

4.1 Form – 1 CHECKLIST FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION 
 

 

S. No. Enclosures to the Application Status  - Submitted/ Not 
Submitted 

Remarks 

1.  Signed REOI Document    

2.  Covering Letter  
(Form – 2) 

  

3.  Particulars of The Applicant (Form – 3)   

4.  Applicants Technical Experience  
(Form – 4) 

  

5.  Financial Information of the Applicants  
(Form – 5) 

  

6.  Organization Strength (Form -6)   

7.  Power of Attorney for signing of 
Application (Form – 7) 

  

8.  Power of Attorney for Lead Member of 
Consortium, in case of Joint 
Venture/Consortium participation (Form - 
8) 

  

9.  Declaration for downloading the REOI 
document (Form - 9) 

  

10.  Self-Declaration / Certification (Form - 10)   
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4.2 Form – 2 COVERING LETTER FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION 
 

To           Date:__________ 
Chief Finance Officer, 
TNIFMC LTD, 
No.19, TP Scheme Road, 
Raja Street Extension, 
RA Puram, Chennai - 600 028 
 
Sub: Consultancy Services for Preparation of Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for Tamil Nadu 
Integrated Tourism Promotion Project - Phase 1 (95 locations) 
 
1. With reference to your REOI Document dated……………………, I/We, having examined all 

relevant documents and understood their contents, hereby submit our Application for selection as 
Consultant (the “Consultant”) for the subject project. The Application is unconditional and unqualified. 

 
2. I/We acknowledge that the Authority will be relying on the information provided in the Application 

and the documents accompanying the Application for selection of the “Consultant”, and we certify 
that all information provided in the Application are true and correct, nothing has been omitted which 
renders such information misleading; and all documents accompanying such Application are true 
copies of their respective originals. 

 
3. I/We shall make available to the Authority any additional information it may deem necessary or 

require for supplementing or authenticating the Application. 
 
4. I/We acknowledge the right of the Authority to reject our application without assigning any reason 

or otherwise and hereby waive our right to challenge the same on any account whatsoever. 
 
5. I/We certify that in the last ten years, we have neither failed to perform on any contract, as 

evidenced by imposition of a penalty by an arbitral or judicial authority or a judicial pronouncement 
or arbitration award against the Applicant, nor been expelled from any project or contract by any 
authority nor have had any contract terminated by any authority for breach on our part. 

 
6. I/We declare that: 

(a) We have examined and have no reservations to the REOI Document 
(b) I/We do not have any conflict of interest as in submission of the Application; 
(c) I/We have not directly or indirectly or through an agent engaged or indulged in any corrupt 
practice, fraudulent practice, coercive practice, undesirable practice or restrictive practice; and  
(d) I/We hereby certify that we have taken steps to ensure that in conformity with the provisions 
of this REOI, no person acting for us or on our behalf will engage in any corrupt practice, 
fraudulent practice, coercive practice, undesirable practice or restrictive practice. 

 
7. I/We understand that you may cancel the Selection Process at any time and that you are neither 

bound to accept any Application that you may receive nor to select the “Consultant”, without incurring 
any liability to the Applicants in accordance with the REOI document. 

 
8. I/We certify that in regard to matters other than security and integrity of the country, we have not 

been convicted by a Court of Law or indicted or adverse orders passed by a regulatory authority 
which would cast a doubt on our ability to undertake the project or which relates to a grave offence 
that outrages the moral sense of the community. 

 
9. I/We further certify that in regard to matters relating to security and integrity of the country, we 

have not been charge-sheeted by any agency of any Government or convicted by a Court of Law 
for any offence committed by us. 

 



Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) for “Consultancy Services for preparation of Master Plan and Detailed 
Strategy for the Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project - Phase 1 (95 Locations)”  

 

 

  23 
 

 

10. I/We hereby irrevocably waive any right or remedy which we may have at any stage at law or 
howsoever otherwise arising to challenge or question any decision taken by the Authority in 
connection with the selection of “Consultant” or in connection with the Selection Process. 

 
11. I/We agree and understand that the Application is subject to the provisions of the REOI document. 

In no case, shall I/we have any claim or right of whatsoever nature if the project is not awarded to 
me/us or our Application is not opened or rejected. 

 
12. I/We have studied the REOI and all other documents carefully. We understand that we shall have 

no claim, right or title arising out of any documents or information provided to us by the Authority or 
in respect of any matter arising out of or concerning or relating to the Selection Process. 

 
13. I/We agree and undertake to abide by all the terms and conditions of the REOI Document. In witness 

thereof, I/we submit this Application under and in accordance with the terms of the REOI Document. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 

(Signature of the Authorised Signatory) 
Name: 
Designation: 
Seal of the Applicant 
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4.3 Form – 3 PARTICULARS OF THE APPLICANT14 
 

1.  Name of the Firm/Company   

2.  
Whether applying as Sole Firm or Joint Venture/ 
Consortium 

 

3.  
If applying as Consortium, the role of Firm in 
Consortium   

Lead Member / Other Member 

4.  
Legal Status: 

(Please provide Documentary Proof) 

(Public Limited/ Private Limited/ Inc./ 
LLC/ Partnership/ Proprietorship/ Any 
Other etc.)  

5.  Country of Incorporation:  

6.  

Registered Office Address: 

Phone & Fax Numbers: 

Mail Id: 

 

7.  
Year of Incorporation (Please provide copy of ‘Incorporation 

Certificate’) 

8.  Year of Commencement of Business  

9.  Principal Place of Business  

10.  

Brief description of the applicant including details 
of its main lines of business, current activities, 
background of promoters and management 
structure etc. 

(Please provide Documentary Proof) 

11.  
Name, qualification and experience of the firm’s 
Director(s) / Promoter(s)  

 

12.  Organizational structure of the firm.  

13.  
Briefly explain the concept considered for 
execution of project by the Applicant. 

 

14.  

Authorized Signatory/Contact Personnel: 

Name: 

Designation: 

Address: 

Phone & Fax Numbers: 

Mail Id: 

 

15.  

Consultancy Team along with Particulars of Key 
personnel(s)/Experts of the firm, to be utilized for 
execution of the proposed project by the 
Applicant. 

 

16.  

Provide the name, qualification, and relevant 
experience of the Consultant’s Director or Manger 
who will assume overall responsibility for the 
firm’s teams coordination, management and 
output. 

 

                         

 
14 In case of Consortium, kindly provide the details separately for each Member of the Consortium    
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4.4 Form – 4 TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE OF APPLICANT 
 
Experience in Relevant “Tourism Master Planning/Strategy Project” in last 7 years 
 

Sl.
No. 

Name 
of the 
Project 

Details 
of 
services 
under 
Project 

Project 
location 

Project 
Cost 
(in 
INR) 

Consultancy 
Fee for the 
Assignment 
(in INR) 

Project 
Area 
(in Ha) 

Year of 
Comm
encem
ent 

Year of 
Compl
etion  

Document 
Enclosed 
as Proof of 
Experience
* 

Member 
Code for 
Joint 
Venture/ 
Consortium
**  

           

           

           

           

 
 
 
Signature of Authorized Signatory 
  
Name 
Designation 
Company 
Date 
Seal of the Applicant 
 
 
* The claimed experience should be supported by project completion certificates issued by the concerned 
authorities/clients or self-certification certified by the Statutory Auditor towards documentary evidence. Only 
completed projects will be considered for evaluation. 
** “LM” for Lead Member & “OM” for Other Member  
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4.5 Form – 5 FINANCIAL INFORMATION OF THE APPLICANT15 
 

Financial Year* Turnover of the Applicant (Amount in INR) 

2016-17  

2017-18  

2018-19  

 

 
 
Signature of Authorised Signatory 
  
Name 
Designation 
Company 
Date 
Seal of the Applicant 
 

 

Note: As a proof for evaluation, the Applicant shall submit the ‘Financial Statements’ for the last three 
financial years, as per their latest Audited Balance Sheet, Certified by the Auditor.   
*Provide the respective statements for the financial years 2016, 2017 and 2018, if the financial year of 
the Applicant’s country is computed from January to December. 
  

                         

 
15 In case of Consortium, kindly provide the details separately for each Member of the Consortium    
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4.6 Form – 6 APPLICANT’S ORGANIZATION STRENGTH16 
 

(i) Key Organization Strength. 

Sl. 
No 

Discipline Total Number 

Key Personnel of the Firm under 
permanent payroll 

Relevant Experience No of personnel 

1. Tourism/Hospitality Expert 
 

> 15 Years  

 10 -15Years  

2. Urban/Master Planner  
 

> 15 Years  

10 -15Years  

3. Architect 
 

> 15 Years  

10 -15Years  

4. Marketing & Branding Expert > 15 Years  

10 -15Years  

5. Environmental Expert  
 

> 15 Years  

10 -15Years  

6. Financial & PPP Expert > 10 Years  

7 - 10 Years  
Note: Experience here means experience in similar discipline & similar project only.  
 

 
(ii)  Other permanent/regular employee by discipline. 

Sl.No. Discipline Total Number 

>10years Between 5 & 
10years 

Less than 5years 

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.     

Etc.,     
 

 

Note: The form to be submitted along with the certification from Human Resource personnel of the firm 
countersigned by the Authorized Representative.  
 

  

                         

 
16 In case of Consortium, kindly provide the details separately for each Member of the Consortium    
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4.7 Form – 7 POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR SIGNING OF APPLICATION 
 

Know all men by these presents, We……………………………………………. (name of the firm and 
address of the registered office) do hereby irrevocably constitute, nominate, appoint and authorise 
Mr/Ms (name), …………………… son/daughter/wife of ……………………………… and presently 
residing at …………………., who is presently employed with us and holding the position of 
……………………………. , as our true and lawful attorney (hereinafter referred to as the “Attorney”) 
to do in our name and on our behalf, all such acts, deeds and things as are necessary or required in 
connection with or incidental to submission of our application for providing consultancy services for 
Preparation of Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project 
- Phase 1 (95 locations) proposed by the Government of Tamil Nadu through the Tamil Nadu 
Infrastructure Fund Management Corporation Limited(the “Authority”) including but not limited to signing 
and submission of applications, and other documents and writings, participate in any conferences and 
providing information/responses to the Authority, representing us in all matters before the Authority and 
undertakings consequent to acceptance of our application, and generally dealing with the Authority in 
all matters in connection with or relating to or arising out of our Application for the said project. 
 
AND we hereby agree to ratify and confirm and do hereby ratify and confirm all acts, deeds and things 
done or caused to be done by our said Attorney pursuant to and in exercise of the powers conferred by 
this Power of Attorney and that all acts, deeds and things done by our said Attorney in exercise of the 
powers hereby conferred shall and shall always be deemed to have been done by us. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF WE, …………………………., THE ABOVE NAMED PRINCIPAL HAVE 
EXECUTED THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY ON THIS ……… DAY OF …………. 2…. 

 

For …………………………. 

 

(Signature, name, designation and address) 

Witnesses: 

 

1. 

 (Notarised) 

2. 

 

Accepted 

 

…………………………… 

(Signature) 

 

(Name, Title and Address of the Attorney) 

 

Notes:  

 The mode of execution of the Power of Attorney should be in accordance with the procedure, if any, 
laid down by the applicable law and the charter documents of the executant(s) and when it is so required, 
the same should be under common seal affixed in accordance with the required procedure.  

 Wherever required, the Applicant should submit for verification the extract of the charter documents 
and documents such as a board or shareholders’ resolution/power of attorney in favour of the person 
executing this Power of Attorney for the delegation of power hereunder on behalf of the Applicant. 
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 For a Power of Attorney executed and issued overseas, the document will also have to be legalised by 
the Indian Embassy and notarised in the jurisdiction where the Power of Attorney is being issued. 
However, the Power of Attorney provided by Applicants from countries that have signed the Hague 
Legislation Convention 1961 are not required to be legalised by the Indian Embassy if it carries a 
conforming Appostille certificate. 
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4.8 Form – 8. POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR LEAD MEMBER OF JV/CONSORTIUM 
 

Whereas the ___________ (“Authority”) has invited Expression of Interest from interested parties for 

“Preparation of Master Plan and Detailed Strategy for Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project 

- Phase 1 (95 locations)” (the “Assignment”).  

 

Whereas, ……………………., ……………………., and ……………………. (collectively the 

“Consortium”) being Members of the Consortium are interested in expressing Interest for the Assignment 

in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) and other 

connected documents in respect of the Assignment, and  

 

Whereas, it is necessary for the Members of the Consortium to designate one of them as the Lead 

Member with all necessary power and the Authority to do for and on behalf of the Consortium, all acts, 

deeds and things as may be necessary in connection with the Consortium’s Application for the Assignment 

and its execution.  

 

NOW THEREFORE KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS  

 

We, ……………………. having our registered office at ……………………., M/s. 

……………………. having our registered office at ……………………., and …………………….. 

having our registered office at …………………….., (hereinafter collectively referred to as the 

“Principals”) do hereby irrevocably designate, nominate, constitute, appoint and authorise M/S 

…………………….. having its registered office at ……………………..,  being one of the Members 

of the Consortium, as the Lead Member and true and lawful attorney of the Consortium (hereinafter 

referred to as the “Attorney”). We hereby irrevocably authorise the Attorney (with power to sub-

delegate) to conduct all business for and on behalf of the Consortium and any one of us during the 

bidding process and, in the event the Consortium is awarded the Right/contract, during the execution of 

the Project and in this regard, to do on our behalf and on behalf of the Consortium, all or any of such 

acts, deeds or things as are necessary or required or incidental to the pre-qualification of the Consortium 

and submission of its Application for the Assignment, including but not limited to signing and submission 

of all necessary documents and writings, participate in conferences, respond to queries, submit 

information/ documents, sign and execute contracts and undertakings consequent to acceptance of 

Application of the Consortium and generally to represent the Consortium in all its dealings with the 

Authority, and/ or any other Government Agency or any person, in all matters in connection with or 

relating to or arising out of the Consortium’s Application for the Assignment.  

 

AND hereby agree to ratify and confirm and do hereby ratify and confirm all acts, deeds and things 

lawfully done or caused to be done by our said Attorney pursuant to and in exercise of the powers 

conferred by this Power of Attorney and that all acts, deeds and things done by our said Attorney in 

exercise of the powers hereby conferred shall and shall always be deemed to have been done by us/ 

Consortium.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF WE THE PRINCIPALS ABOVE NAMED HAVE EXECUTED THIS POWER OF 

ATTORNEY ON THIS …………………. DAY OF ……….2019 

For …………………….. (Signature) …………………….. (Name & Title)  

For …………………….. (Signature)  

…………………….. (Name & Title)  

For …………………….. (Signature)  

…………………….. (Name & Title)  

Witnesses:  
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………………………………………  

(Executants)  

(To be executed by all the Members of the Consortium) 

 

Notes:  

 

 The mode of execution of the Power of Attorney should be in accordance with the procedure, if any, 

laid down by the applicable law and the charter documents of the executant(s) and when it is so required, 

the same should be under common seal affixed in accordance with the required procedure.  

 

 Wherever required, the Bidder should submit for verification the extract of the charter documents and 

documents such as a resolution/ power of attorney in favour of the person executing this Power of 

Attorney for the delegation of power hereunder on behalf of the Bidder.  

 

 For a Power of Attorney executed and issued overseas, the document will also have to be legalised by 

the Indian Embassy and notarised in the jurisdiction where the Power of Attorney is being issued. 

However, the Power of Attorney provided by Bidders from countries that have signed the Hague 

Legislation Convention 1961 are not required to be legalised by the Indian Embassy if it carries a 

conforming Appostille certificate.  
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4.9 Form – 9 DECLARATION FOR DOWNLOADING THE REOI DOCUMENT  
 

I/We have downloaded the REOI document from the website http://www.tnifmc.com/procurement.html 

and I/we have not tampered/modified the REOI documents in any manner. In case, if the same is found 

to be tampered/modified, I/we understand that my/our application will be summarily rejected and I 

am/we are liable to be banned from doing business with the Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund 

Management Corporation Limited and/or prosecuted. 

 
 

  
 

PRESIDENT/MANAGING DIRECTOR OR 
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY* 

 
 
 
* Please attach Power of Attorney as described or valid authorization. 
  

http://www.tnifmc.com/procurement.html
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4.10 Form 10 - SELF DECLARATION OR CERTIFICATION 
 

 
I certify that the information in the above Application forms is true to the best of my knowledge. 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT/MANAGING DIRECTOR OR 
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY* 

 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this ________________________________ date of 
________________, 2019 ___________at _________________________________. 
 
 NOTARY PUBLIC/APPOSTILLE 
 
* Please attach Power of Attorney as described or valid authorization 
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INDEX 
 

Sl. 
No. 

District Tourism Spots Category 

1 Chennai 1 Santhome Basilica Heritage Sites 

2 Fort St. George Heritage Sites 

3 St. Mary's Church Heritage Sites 

4 Kapaleeswarar 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

5 Marundeeswarar 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

6 Marina Beach Natural Trails 

7 Egmore Museum Others 

2 Kanchipuram 8 Mamallapuram Heritage Sites 

9 Trilokyanatha Jain 
Temple 

Heritage Sites 

10 Kurathi Malai Heritage Sites 

11 Alamparai Fort Heritage Sites 

12 Kailasanathar temple Temple Architecture 

13 Vaikunda perumal 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

14 Ekambareswarar 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

15 Kamatchi Amman 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

16 Vedagiriswarar 
Temple,  
Thirukazhukundram 

Temple Architecture 

17 Mamallapuram Natural Trails 

18 Vedanthangal Natural Trails 

3 Cuddalore 19 Bhu Varaha Swamy 
Temple, Srimushnam 

Heritage Sites 

20 Devanatha Swamy 
Temple 

Heritage Sites 

21 Fort St. David Heritage Sites 

22 Thillai Natarajar 
Temple 
(Chidambaram) 

Temple Architecture 

23 Pichavaram Natural Trails 
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Sl. 
No. 

District Tourism Spots Category 

4 Ramanathapuram 24 Ramanathaswamy 
Temple 
(Rameswaram) 

Temple Architecture 

25 Adi Jagannatha 
Temple, Thirupullani 

Temple Architecture 

26 Uthirakosamangai 
(Mangalanatha 
Swamy Temple) 

Temple Architecture 

27 Dhanushkodi Natural Trails 

28 Mandapam Water 
Sports 

Others 

5 Madurai 29 Thirumalai Naicker 
Mahal 

Heritage Sites 

30 Samanar hills Heritage Sites 

31 Meenakshi 
Sundareshwarar 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

32 Kallazhagar Temple, 
Alagar Koyil 

Temple Architecture 

33 Thiruparankundram 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

34 Pazhamudircholai 
Murugan Temple 

Temple Architecture 

35 Gandhi Memorial 
Museum 

Others 

6 Pudukottai 36 Chithannavasal Heritage Sites 

37 Kudumiyanmalai Heritage Sites 

38 Thirumayam Fort Heritage Sites 

39 Avudaiyarkoil Temple Architecture 

7 Sivagangai 40 Kizhadi Heritage Sites 

8 Thanjavur 41 Brihadeswarar 
Temple (Big Temple) 

Heritage Sites 

42 Airavateswarar 
Temple (Dharasuram) 

Heritage Sites 

43 Navagraha temple Temple Architecture 

44 Kallanai (Grand 
Anaicut) 

Others 
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Sl. 
No. 

District Tourism Spots Category 

9 Nagapattinam 45 Kaveripoompattinam Heritage Sites 

46 Tharangampadi Heritage Sites 

47 Basilica of Our Lady of 
Good Health 

Heritage Sites 

48 Nagore Durgah Heritage Sites 

49 Point Calimre Natural Trails 

10 Kanyakumari 50 Vattakottai Heritage Sites 

51 Padmanabhapuram 
Palace 

Heritage Sites 

52 Vivekananada Rock 
Memorial 

Heritage Sites 

53 Chitharal Jain Rock 
Cut Temple 

Heritage Sites 

54 Kumari Amman 
(Bagavathi Amman) 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

55 Agastheeswaram Temple Architecture 

56 Thiruparappu falls Natural Trails 

57 Kanyakumari Beach Natural Trails 

11 Thiruvannamalai 58 Thirakoil Heritage Sites 

59 Seeyamangalam Cave 
Temple 

Heritage Sites 

60 Thiruvannamalai Jain 
Temple (Polur) 

Heritage Sites 

61 Mamandur Cave 
Temple 

Heritage Sites 

62 Sri Ramanasramam Heritage Sites 

63 Arunachaleswarar 
(Arulmigu 
Annamalaiyar) 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

12 Villupuram 64 Gingee Fort (Gingee) Heritage Sites 

13 Vellore 65 Vellore Fort Heritage Sites 
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Sl. 
No. 

District Tourism Spots Category 

14 Tirunelveli 66 Krishnapuram 
Venkatachalapathy 
Temple  

Heritage Sites 

67 Nambirayarkoil 
(Thirukurangudi) 

Heritage Sites 

68 Nellaiyappar temple Temple Architecture 

69 Kasi Viswanathar 
Temple, Tenkasi 

Temple Architecture 

70 Courtalam Water 
Falls 

Natural Trails 

71 Mundanthurai Tiger 
Sanctuary 

Natural Trails 

72 Trekking in Western 
Ghats - Manjolai 

Others 

15 Tiruchi 73 Sri Ranaganatha 
Swamy Temple 

Temple Architecture 

74 Rock Fort Temple Architecture 

75 Jambukeswarar 
Temple 
(Thiruvanakovil) 

Temple Architecture 

16 Ariyalur 76 Gangaikonda 
Cholapuram 

Heritage Sites 

77 Fossil Excavation Heritage Sites 

17 Nilgiris 78 Nilgiris Mountain 
Railway 

Heritage Sites 

79 Coonoor Natural Trails 

80 Ooty 
(Uthagamandalam) 

Natural Trails 

81 Kothagiri Natural Trails 

82 Mudumalai National 
Park or Wild Life 
Sanctuary 

Natural Trails 

83 Upper Bhavani Natural Trails 

84 Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve 

Natural Trails 

85 Doddabetta Peak -
Trekking trials 

Natural Trails 

18 Dindigul 86 Dindigul Fort Heritage Sites 

87 Palani Arulmigu Shri 
Dhandayuthapani 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

88 Kodaikanal Natural Trails 
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Sl. 
No. 

District Tourism Spots Category 

19 Thoothukudi 89 Adichanallur Heritage Sites 

90 Kazhugumalai Heritage Sites 

91 Tiruchendur Murugan 
Temple 

Temple Architecture 

20 Tiruvallur 92 Pazhaverkadu 
(Pulicat) 

Natural Trails 

93 Gudiyam caves Heritage Sites 

21 Theni 94 Megamalai (Paccha 
Kumachi) 

Natural Trails 

22 Ramanathapuram & 
Thoothukudi 

95 The Gulf of Mannar 
Marine National Park  

Natural Trails 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

“India is in a period of unprecedented opportunity, challenge and ambition in its 

development” according to a World Bank Report.  It’s the world’s fastest growing economy 

and will become a high-middle income country by 2030.  

 

In recent years, it is seeking to achieve better growth, as well as promote inclusion 

and sustainability by reshaping policy approaches to human development, social protection, 

financial inclusion, rural transformation, and infrastructure development.Tourism 

contributes to India’s growing economy. More than 10 million tourists arrive in India and the 

highest footfalls are in the State of Tamil Nadu. 

 

Tamil Nadu is one of the largest Indianstates located in the southern most part of the 

country. The State is surrounded by Andhra Pradesh in the north, Karnataka and Kerala in 

the west, Indian Ocean in the south, and Bay of Bengal in the east. Tamil Nadu has a 

diversified manufacturing sector and leads in several industries like automobiles and auto 

components, engineering, pharmaceuticals, garments, textile products, leather products, 

chemicals, plastics, etc. It is the second largest economy in India ranking first among the 

states in terms of number of factories and industrial workers.It is a power surplus state with 

a well-developed infrastructure with an excellent road and rail network, three major ports, 

19 minor ports, four international and three domestic airports. Besides, there is an 

extensive rail network further augmented by sub-urban and metro train facilities. Hence, 

excellent connectivity is available across the state. 

 

Tourism is an important contributor of Tamil Nadu’s Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) 

generating substantial employment opportunities.  It ranks 1st in terms of domestic tourist 

arrivals, and 2nd in terms of foreign tourist arrivals as in 2017. It has a rich history of ancient 

art, culture, literature and heritage.  The legacy left by the Cholas, Pandyas, Pallavas, Cheras 

and other illustrious kings who ruled Tamil Nadu during various phases of history, have 

helped evolve the State’s great cultural heritage.  Various ruling dynasties gave patronage to 

art and culture, which has resulted in the development and evolution of a unique Dravidian 

culture, which symbolizes Tamil Nadu today.  The ancient kings were avid builders and 

envisioned the temples in their kingdoms to be not only places of worship, but also centre 

of economic activity.  The State is therefore, endowed with several historical and ancient 
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temples, heritage sites, forts and museums.  The State also has the pride of having five 

UNESCO heritage sites, the highest number in India. 

 

        The State of Tamil Nadu is endowed with rich natural resources like forests and wildlife 

contributing to five national parks, 15 bird sanctuaries, 15 wildlife sanctuaries and two 

conservation reserves besides four tiger reserves.  The Gulf of Mannar, Nilgiris and 

Agasthyamalai are the three biosphere reserves in Tamil Nadu.  The strategic location of the 

State on the southeast coast of the Indian Peninsula, forming part of the Coromandel Coast 

of Bay of Bengal and Indian Ocean, results in a long tranquil coastline of 940 kms, the third 

longest in the country.  The eastern and western Ghats run along the State’s eastern and 

western boundaries. The Eastern Ghats are discontinuous hills, whereas the Western Ghats 

are laden with dense forests, forming scenic hill regions enriched with popular flora and 

fauna.  The geographical, cultural and environmental diversities of the land have made 

Tamil Nadu a preferred TOURIST DESTINATION. 

 

 The State Government proposes to launch a massive tourism promotion project 

titled Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism Promotion Project to further attract domestic 

and international tourists by identifying specific circuits for western tourists, Asian tourists, 

domestic tourists and upgrading identified centres in these circuits with quality amenities 

and infrastructure.  The tourism centric infrastructure like logistics, hotels and restaurants, 

etc., will be upgraded to international standards under Public Private Partnership mode. In 

this connection, it is proposed by the State Government to prepare a blueprint of tourism 

promotion in the form of a Detailed Project Report.  

 

The State Government plans to implement the Tamil Nadu Integrated Tourism 

Promotion Project over the next five years in two phases. In Phase-I, the Detailed Project 

Report will be prepared for the destinations, preferred by international tourists by 

identifying critical gaps in connectivity, basic infrastructure and tourism related 

infrastructure like facilities for hotels, restaurant, transport, logistics, etc., to match the 

expectations of such tourists.  The basic infrastructure like roads, water supply, sanitation, 

streets and other amenities will be upgraded to the desired level through government 

grants and tourism related infrastructure like hotels, transport, logistics, technology etc., 

will be upgraded through Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) with private participation.  The SPV 

will upgrade the existing infrastructure, besides providing new facilities and maintaining 

them for a specified period of 30 years thus playing an active role in promoting tourism in 

the State.  The assets owned by Government and quasi-Government departments, will be 

placed at the disposal of the SPV, for the purpose of upgrading and maintaining them. In 

Phase-II, the destinations for domestic tourism, will be identified and promoted in the same 

manner.  
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To enable preparation of the Detailed Project Report, it is important to identify the 

destinations, to be developed in the phased manner, based on the type of tourists, the 

country from which they arrive, their tastes and preferences and the purpose for which they 

travel, etc., and provide the facilities matching their expectations.  The destinations will be 

shortlisted based on the countries from where they come namely, Europe, Asia, Australia, 

America and other countries.The rich culture and heritage of the state and its diverse 

sectors can be showcased in the form of tourism circuits/trails.  It is proposed to create 

important trails based on the preference of the tourists and also the countries that are 

being targeted. In this connection 295 locations have been identified based on history, 

architecture, archaeology, nature, religion etc. 

 

In Phase I, 95 locations spread all over the state of Tamil Nadu are being taken up as 

destinations for development for attracting international tourists. This Project Information 

Memorandum (PIM) consists of details of the selected locations. It is proposed to circulate 

the PIM to international consultants,who have experience in the field of `tourism 

development’ to attract their interests in participating in the preparation of a Detailed 

Project Report as a blueprint for Tourism promotion, in order to make  Tamil Nadu the 

numero unoStatein attracting both domestic and international tourists. 
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District  :  

CHENNAI 
 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 1 

SANTHOME BASILICA 

 

Location : 

13°02'01.5"N 80°16'40.6"E 

 

Santhome Church, also known as St. 

Thomas Cathedral Basilica and National 

Shrine of Saint Thomas is a Roman 

Catholic (Latin Rite) minor basilica in 

Santhome, in the city of Chennai 

(Madras), India. It was built in the 16th 

century by Portuguese explorers, overthe 

tomb of Saint Thomas, one of the twelve 

apostles of Jesus. In 1893, it was rebuilt as 

a church with the status of a cathedral by 

the British that still stands today. It was 

designed in Neo-Gothic style, favored by 

British architects in the late 19th century. 

This church is one of the only three known 

churches in the world built over the tomb 

of an apostle of Jesus, the other two being 

St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City and 

Santiago de Compostela Cathedral in 

Galicia, Spain. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
17 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 7 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 12 KM 

 

 
SANTHOME BASILICA 

 

 
INTERIOR VIEW OF SANTHOME BASILICA 
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District  :  

CHENNAI 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 2 

FORT ST. GEORGE  

 

Location : 

13°04'52.9"N 80°17'11.3"E 

 

Fort St. George (historically, White Town) 

is the first English (later British) fortress 

in India, founded in 1644 at the coastal 

city of Madras, the modern city 

of Chennai. The construction of the fort 

provided the impetus for further 

settlements and trading activity, in what 

was originally an uninhabited land. Thus, 

the city evolved around the fortress. 

 

The Fort isastronghold with 6 meters (20 

ft) high walls that withstood a number of 

assaults in the 18th century. It briefly 

passed into the possession of the French 

from 1746 to 1749, but was restored to 

Great Britain under the Treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle, which ended the War of the 

Austrian Succession. 

 

The Fort now serves as one of the 

administrative headquarters for the 

Legislative Assembly of Tamil Nadu State 

and still houses a garrison of troops in 

transit, to various locations in South India 

and the Andamans. The Fort Museum 

contains many relics of the Raj era, 

including portraits of many of the 

Governors of Madras. The Fort is 

maintained and administered by the 

Archaeological Survey of India as a 

ticketed monument. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
20 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 3 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 12 KM 

 
FORT ST. GEORGE 

 
MONUMENT TO CORNWALLIS AT FORT ST. 

GEORGE 

 
MUSEUM AT FORT ST. GEORGE 

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/chennai_photostream/9008228090
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chennai_photostream/9008228090
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District  :  

CHENNAI 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 3 

ST. MARYS CHURCH  

 

Location : 

13°04'44.3"N 80°17'11.7"E 

 

St Mary’s Church is the oldest surviving 

Anglican Church in the East of Suez and 

also the oldest British building in India. 

The church is popularly known as the 

'Westminster Abbey of the East'. Eliheo 

Yale president of Fort St George was 

married to Catherine Hynmers on 

November 4, 1680. This was the first 

marriage registered here. The Yale 

University is named after him.  Sir Robbert 

Clive is a commender in chief of British 

India was married her in 1753.  

Built by Sir Streynsham Master, Governor 

of Madras 1678-81, it was consecrated in 

1680. The architect was probably William 

Dixon, the Master Gunner of the Fort. The 

tower was completed in 1701, a steeple 

added in 1710, and the obelisk spire, 

designed by Colonel Gent, in 1795. It 

contains many graves and monuments of 

historical interest and is one of a number 

of historic buildings inside Fort St George. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
20 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 3 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 12 KM 

 
CHURCH 

 
INTERIOR  
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District  :  

CHENNAI 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 4 

KAPALEESHWARAR TEMPLE, MYLAPORE 

 

Location : 

13°02'03.9"N 80°16'14.2"E 

 

One of the sacred shrines in Tamil Nadu is 

Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Temple in 

Mylapore, in Chennai City. 

It is a Shiva Temple, and the name of the 

Lord is ARULMIGU KAPALEESWARAR 

(Goddess of the Wish-Yielding Tree). The 

name of the Goddess is ARULMIGU 

KARPAGAMBAL. 

 

It is a grand temple with a stately Spire or 

‘Gopuram’ (120 ft tall) as it is called. There 

is a big tank on its West. The 

Kapaleeshwarar temple is of typical 

Dravidian architectural style, with the 

gopuram overpowering the street on 

which the temple sits. This temple is also a 

testimonial for the Vishwakarma 

Sthapathis. The temple and the tank are 

surrounded by broad streets on the four 

sides. The view of the temple and the tank 

is picturesque. 

 

It was built by the Pallavas in the 7th 

century CE.The name Mylapore is derived 

from the legend that the Goddess Uma 

worshipped Shiva in the form of a peacock 

(or Mayil in Tamil). We can see a 

representation of this legend on stone in a 

small Shrine under a Punnai tree (Sthala 

Vriksha) in the Courtyard of the temple. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
15 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 8 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 11 KM 

 
VIEW FROM TEMPLE TANK 

 
MAIN ENTRANCE 

 
INTERIOR VIEW OF KAPALEESHWARAR TEMPLE 
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District  :  

CHENNAI 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 5 

MARUNDEESHWARAR TEMPLE, 

THIRUVANMIYUR 

 

Location : 

12°59'06.2"N 80°15'38.1"E 

 

The Marundeeswarar Temple is located in 

Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai. It is one of the 

275 Paadal Petra Sthalams, where revered 

Nayanars (Saivite Saints), Appar and 

Tirugnana Sambandar sang the praises of 

the temple during the 7th-8th century. 

The temple was expanded by Chola kings 

during the 11th century. It is a place of 

curative worship for people with diseases. 

It is believed that the Lord taught 

restorative medicinal cures to sage 

Agastya.  Ever since, the Marundeeswarar 

temple has been a place of worship for 

people with health issues. It is believed 

that Sage Valmiki, who wrote the 

Ramayana, came here to the 

Marundeeswarar temple to worship the 

Lord.  Hence the name of the place was 

Thiruvalmikiyur, which changed to 

Thiruvanmiyur over time. 

 

The temple is believed to have partial 

features of Pallava dynasty and partially of 

Chola art. The present masonry structure 

was built during the Chola dynasty in the 

9th century, while later expansions are 

attributed to Vijayanagar rulers. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
15 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 14 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 17 KM 

 
TEMPLE VIEW FROM TEMPLE TANK 

 
MARUNDEESWARAR SANNADHI AT THE TEMPLE 

 
SHRINE OF GODDESS THIRUPURASUNDARI 

 

 



Prep by:   Page 16 of 211 

District  :  

CHENNAI 

 

Category :  

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place  : 6 

MARINA BEACH 

 

Location : 

12°59'06.2"N 80°15'38.1"E 

 

Marina Beach is a natural urban beach 

in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India, along 

the Bay of Bengal. The beach starts from 

close Fort St. George in the north to 

Foreshore Estate in the south, a distance 

of 12.0 km (7.5 mi), making it the longest 

natural urban beach in the countryand 

world’s second longest beach. The Marina 

is primarily sandy. The average width of 

the beach is 300 m (980 ft) and the width 

at the widest stretch is 437 m (1,434 ft). It 

is one of the most crowded beaches in the 

country and attractsabout 30,000 visitors 

a day during weekdays and 50,000 visitors 

a day during the weekends and on 

holidays. During summer months, about 

15,000 to 20,000 people visit the beach 

daily. 

 

Marina beach was renovated by Governor 

Mountstuart Elphinstone Grant Duff in 

1880s.  

 

Marina Beach Activities 

 

Marina beach is full of activity early in the 

morning and evenings. Walking along the 

beach during sunrise and sunset is a 

pleasant experience for all. In the evening 

this beach becomes a fair ground with 

numerous stalls selling artifacts, 

handcrafted showpieces, ethnic jewelry, 

and food items. Children play games and 

frolic around.Going into the sea should be 

done under expert guidance as the 

undercurrent is strong. Flying kites and 

riding pony are popular activities on this 

beach. 

 

 
A TYPICAL MORNING AT THE MARINA 

 

Marina Beach Attractions 

 

The Aquarium and the Ice House are the 

main attractions on the Marina beach. 

The Chepauk Palace, Senate House, PWD 

office, Presidency College, and the 

Chennai University are historical buildings 

located on the beach drive. 

 

There are two prominent statues namely 

Victory of Labor and Mahatma Gandhi on 
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the Marina beach. The other statues 

alligned along this beach include are those 

of Swami Sivananda, Avaaiyar, Thanthai 

Periyar, Tiruvalluvar, Dr. Annie Beasant, 

George Uglow Pope, Sir Thomas Munro, 

Subramaniya Bharathiyar, Kamarajar, 

Robert Caldwell, Kannagi, M.G. 

Ramachandran, and Shivaji Ganesan. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
19 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 4 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 12 KM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VIEW FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE 
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District  :  

CHENNAI 

 

Category :  

OTHERS 

 

Place  : 7 

MUSEUM, EGMORE 

 

Location : 

13°04'18.8"N 80°15'24.4"E 

 

Established in 1851, the Museum in 

Egmore, Chennai is popularly known as 

the Madras Museum. Factually being the 

second oldest museum of India (after 

Kolkata’s Indian Museum), this museum is 

a treasure in itself.It has a rich repository 

of the finest masterpieces of art, 

archaeology, anthropology, numismatics 

and much more that lures numerous 

visitors. 

 

Spread across an area of 16.25 acres of 

land, the Museum is also counted among 

the largest museums of South Asia. Its 

campus has six independent buildings 

with 46 galleries. These are: 

 

1. Main building, where you will find 

artifacts and sculptures from the past, 

animal galleries, botany galleries and 

philately gallery.  

2. Front building has a very interesting 

puppet gallery and galleries 

preserving folk art and music. 

3. Bronze gallery – Besides the bronze 

artifacts, there are also numismatics 

and chemical conservation galleries. 

4. The Children’s Museum section 

fascinates all kids with its doll section, 

technology and science galleries. 

5. National Art Gallery has some 

excellent paintings and pieces of 

artistic marvels. 

6. Contemporary Art Gallery showcases 

a range from rock cave art, to British 

portraits to modern art, one can see 

an‘art’ evolved over ages. 

 

 
THE NATIONAL ART GALLERY 

 

The Museum Houses an Art Gallery, a 

Museum Theatre, Connemara Public 

Library And Department Of Natural 

History. The Museum is an amalgam of 

various sectionslike the ones devoted to 

Geology, Anthropology, Numismatics, 

Botany, Zoology, Archeology and 

Sculpture. Watch outfor Exquisite 

Carvings, a good collection of Arms, 

Armour, a Collection of South Indian 

Musical Instruments, Jewelry and Exhibits 

from the Stone and Iron Ages. 
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MUSEUM THEATRE 

 

The Bronze of Ardhanariswara, an 

Incarnation of Lord Shiva, the Relics from 

the 2ndCentury AD Amaravati Buddhist 

Site and the Prehistoric sites South India 

are some of the most prized collections 

oftheMuseum 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
17 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 5 KM 

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus 
(CMBT) – 10 KM 

 

 
GALLERY INSIDE THE MUSEUM 

 

 
SCULPTURE OF MAHISHASURAMARDINI  

 
SCULPTURE OF VISHNU  

 
SCULPTURE OF BHADRAKALI  

 
SCULPTURE OF DAKSHINAMURTHI FROM THE 

CHOLA PERIOD, 12TH CENTURY CE 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 
 

Category :  

HERITAGE  

 

Place  : 8 

MAMALLAPURAM 

 

Location : 

12°37'36.6"N 80°11'34.9"E 

 

Mamallapuram (Mahabalipuram) is a 

resort and tourist centre. In addition to 

the ancient monuments and temples it 

has an extensive beach front on the 

ocean. It was created by the Pallava 

Dynasty and it was the seaport during 

their regime. The Pallava king Nrasimha 

Varman I, was a great wrestler with the 

title, MAMALLAN, hence it was named 

MAMALLAPURAM.  

It was a flourishing port town during the 

time of Pallavas. This thriving port city was 

given a lease of life through the chisels of 

Pallavas. Built in Dravidian Style of 

architecture and Pallava art, the Shore 

Temple complex has one large and two 

small temples. It is one of the oldest 

structural excellences of South India and 

has been classified as an UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. A new and modern addition 

to the town of Mahabalipuram is the 

Open Air Museum. Sculpture and Art 

College, Sculpture workshops, Handicrafts 

and a beautiful sea shore attracting 

millions of tourists. 

 

The art in the marvelous monuments with 

sculpted panels, caves, monolith rathas 

and temples lay emphasis on robust 

earthly beauties, imbibed with life. 

Mythological episodes, epic battles, 

demons, Gods, animals are all vividly 

depicted on the wall. These sculptures are 

breathtakingly real and artistic. Most of 

the temple and monuments were 

completed during the reigns Narasimha 

Varman I and Narasimha Varman II. 

 

 
THE DESCENT OF THE GANGES, ALSO KNOWN 

AS ARJUNA'S PENANCE, AT MAMALLAPURAM, IS 

ONE OF THE LARGEST ROCK RELIEFS IN ASIA AND 

FEATURES IN SEVERAL HINDU MYTHS. 

 

In contrast to the grand monuments of 

the Cholas, the architecture of Pallavas is 

simple yet very lively and attractive. The 

Pallavas were followers of Jainism but the 

conversion of Mahendra Varman to 

Saivism had drastic consequences on the 

future of Jainism and it also explains the 

Shiva and Vishnu temple at 

Mamallapuram. The Shore Temple is 

perhaps the most photographed 

monument in India after Taj Mahal. The 

pleasure of watching the monument in 

light with cool breeze from the sea has no 

comparison. Mamallapuram attracts 

tourists from all over the globe to its 

monumental splendor and sunny beaches. 

 

 Caves 

 

There are nine cave temples which are cut 

in the rocks in Mamallapuram. These 

caves are famous for their real life 

depiction of incidents from the Hindu 

Mythology. There are bas-reliefs in the 
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various caves. In particular the carvings in 

the Krishna cave appear very real. Vishnu 

is seen in the cosmic sleep in 

Mahishasuramardhini cave. In contrast to 

peace here, the other portrayals of 

Goddess Durga is fighting the buffalo 

headed Demon 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
52 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 60 KM 

 

Well Connected by Public & 
Private Transport to Chennai – 60 
KM 

 

 
PANCHRADHAS 

 

 
KRISHNA MANDAPAM 

 

 
TIGER CAVES 

 

 
MAHISHASURAMARDHINI 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE 

 

Place  : 9 

TRILOKYANATHA JAIN TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

12° 49′ 49″ N, 79° 40′ 51″ E 

 

Trilokyanatha Temple in 

Thirupparuthikundram (also called 

Jeenaswamy Trilokyanathar Temple), a 

suburb in Kanchipuram (also known as 

Jaina Kanchi) in the South Indian state of 

Tamil Nadu, are dedicated to the Jain 

religious figures. It is associated with 

Digambara sect ofJainism. Constructed in 

Dravidian architecture, the temple is 

believed to have been built during the 

reign of Pallava dynasty during the 8th 

century with later contribution from 

Medieval Cholas, later Pallavas and 

Vijayanagar kings. 

 

The temple is built in Dravidian 

architecture with a three-tiered gopuram 

(gateway tower). There are three parallel 

shrines in the temple with the image of 

Mahavira occupying the centre.The 

temple has a large number of paintings on 

the ceilings that are captioned in Tamil 

Grantha script. It is believed that Jain 

scriptures have the life story of Krishna 

assimilated and most of the paintings 

depict the life story of Krishna. 

 

There are three parallel shrines in the 

temple with the image of Mahavira 

occupying the centre. Theimage of 

Lokanathar, the 24th Tirthankarais located 

on the Northern side, while Neminatha is 

housed in the Southern side. All the three 

sanctums are circular in shape housing the 

bronze images. The sanctum of Mahavira 

accommodates Dharmadevi and a 

Tirthankara on either of hissides. There is 

a musical hall in the temple called 

Sangeetha Mandapa. 

 

 
PYRAMIDAL TEMPLE TOWER 

 

 
PAINTINGS ON THE CEILINGS OF THE SHRINES 
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Chennai International Airport – 
70 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 84 KM 

 
Kanchipuram Bus Stand – 4 KM 

 

 
The roof top of the three shrines in the temple 

and all the three sanctums are circular in shape 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE 

 

Place  : 10 

KURATHIMALAI  

 

Location : 

12°23'17.6"N 79°58'39.7"E 

 

This hillock is located northeast of 

Onampakkam and is very near to L. N. 

Puram village. Onampakkam has a 

heritage of more than 1200 years. It was a 

Jain centre during 8th century C.E. There 

are four hillocks namely Kurathimalai, 

Koosamalai, Pattimalai and Venmanimalai. 

Among these hillocks, Kurathimalai and 

Koosamalai have historical importance 

and were extensively used by Jain Monks 

and Tamil Jains. 

 

Kurathimalai 

 

Parshvanathar (Parshva) image facing east 

is nicely carved on a small rock and was 

built like a small temple. An image of a 

five headed snake covering the head of 

Parshvanathar with yakshan & yakshi 

(yakshini) on either side, are also seen. On 

the right side, an inscription in Grantha 

and Tamil characters is visible. This 

inscription states that Vasudeva 

Siddhantha Padarar, a Jain monk who 

governed the "Irupathi Irandu” (Twenty 

Two) branch of Tamil Jains, had built this 

temple. Rock carved images of Adhinathar 

(Adinath) and Mahaveerar (Mahavira) are 

seen in two places at a distance of a few 

feet. These sculptures belong to 8th 

Century AD. 

 

Ten stone beds are on two places on this 

hillock. One group of five stone beds is on 

the top of the hill. These beds are carved 

on a rock facing east. Above these beds, 

on a rock, a long narrow line was carved 

to protect the beds from water inflow. On 

the east of this hillock, another group of 

five stone beds face north, there is also 

dried pond. 

 

 
Kurathimalai 

 

 
Parshvanathar 
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Koosamalai 

 

This hillock is located exactly west of 

Kurathimalai. A place in this hillock called 

"Pandhakal" has five stone beds. Near 

these beds are two ponds.  On the south 

of this hillock is a deep cave. In the 

entrance of the cave, there is a stone 

which is worshipped as goddess "Kodi 

Aathal" by the villagers. Another dried 

pond is also seen a few feet above this 

cave. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
86 KM 

 

Melmaruvathur Railway Station – 
23 KM 

 

L.N Puram Village to 
Melmaruvathur – 18 KM 
Melmaruvathur to Chennai – 97 
KM 

 

 
Inscription with Tamil and Grantha Characters 

 

Adhinathar       Mahaveerar 

 

 
Kurathimalai Jain Beds 

 

 
Koosamalai 

 

 
Koosamalai Pond 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE 

 

Place  : 11 

ALAMPARAI FORT 

 

Location : 

12°15'59.0"N 80°00'36.7"E 

 

The ruins of Alamparai Fort (also called 

Alampara) lie near Kadappakkam, a village 

50 km from Mamallapuram on the land 

overlooking the sea. Constructed in the 

late 17th century during the Mughal era, 

the Alamparai Fort once had a 100-metre 

long dockyard stretching into the sea, 

from which Zari cloth (fabric woven with 

gold or silver thread), Salt and Ghee were 

exported. It was the primary port of trade 

for the Arcot Nawabs and had a Mint 

there. It was a regular port of call on 

the Coromandel Coast, having a 100 m 

(330 ft) dockyard. There are references to 

the region in Sangam literature 

Sirupanatruppadai as a trade post. During 

1735 AD it was ruled by Nawab Doste Ali 

Khan. In 1750, for the services rendered 

by the famous French commander Duplex 

to Subedar Muzarfarzang, the fort was 

given to the French. When the French 

were defeated by the British, the fort was 

captured and destroyed in 1760 AD. More 

recently the structure was damaged in the 

2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and the 

resultant Tsunamiand portions of the 

dilapidated fort remains under the sea. 

 

The fort can be reached on driving down 

the East Coast Road, about 100 km from 

Chennai, 5 km from Vedal and 50 km from 

Pondicherry. Local fishermen assist 

tourists in a boating experience around 

the fort. The fort covers an area of 15 

acres. The fort is built of bricks and 

limestone and at its centre, there is a 

mausoleum. There are tall walls around 

the fort and brick steps lead to the top. A 

team of archaeologists found out coins 

minted during the rule of Nawabs. Some 

rare artifacts like the arms and 

ammunition used by the Nawabs and 

French were also found in the fort. 

 

 
ALAMPARA FORT RUINS ON THE SHORE OF EAST 

COAST IN BAY OF BENGAL 

 

 
REMAINS OF ALAMPARAI FORT IN BAY OF 

BENGAL 
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STAND-UP PADDLE BOARDING NEAR ALAMPARAI 

FORT 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
110 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 110 KM 

 

Chennai – 100 KM 
Pudhucherry – 50 KM 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 12 

KAILASANATHAR TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

12°50'32.8"N 79°41'22.9"E 

 

The Kanchi Kailasanathar Temple 

(meaning: “Lord of the Cosmic Mountain”) 

is the oldest structure in Kanchipuram 

dedicated to Lord Shiva. The Shiva lingam 

in this temple is 10 feet high. Kanchi 

Kailasanathar Temple was built from 685-

705CE by Rajasimha (Narasimhavarman II) 

ruler of the Pallava Dynasty. The low-slung 

sandstone compound contains a large 

number of carvings, including many half-

animal deities which were popular during 

the early Dravidian architectural period. 

The structure contains 58 small shrines 

which are dedicated to various forms of 

Shiva. These are built into niches on the 

inner face of the high compound wall of 

the circumambulatory passage.The 

temple is located on the banks of 

the Vegavathy River at the western limits 

of the Kanchipuram. It is famous for its 

magnificent Vimana, the gopuram over 

the sanctum sanctorum. It speaks volumes 

of the architectural beauty that flourished 

in the reign of Pallava kings. The 

foundation of the temple is laid on granite 

stones while the superstructure is carved 

out of sandstone.  

 
KAILASANATHAR TEMPLE 

 

 
KAILASANATHAR TEMPLE OUTER VIEW 

 

 
CIRCUMAMBULATORY PASSAGE WITH 58 SUB 

SHRINES 

 

It is the first structural temple built 

in South India. Earlier, temples were 

either built of wood or hewn into rock 

faces in caves or on boulders. The 

Kailasanathar temple became the trend 

setter for other similar temples in South 

India. According to local belief, the temple 

was a safe sanctuary for the rulers of the 

kingdom during wars. A secret tunnel, 
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built by the kings, was used as an escape 

route and is still visible. It is believed 

that Raja Raja Chola I (985–1014 CE) 

visited the temple and drew inspiration 

from this temple to build 

the Brihadeeswara Temple (Big Temple) in 

Thanjavur. 

 

Currently the temple is well maintained by 

the Archaeological Survey of India. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
65 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 78 KM 

 
Kanchipuram – 3 KM 

 

 
SCULPTURE DEPICTING SHIVA AS GANGADHARA 

CAPTURING THE RIVER GANGES WITH A STRAND 

OF HIS HAIR 

 

 
A SCULPTURE IN ONE OF THE NICHES OF THE 58 

SUBSHRINES 

 
SCULPTURE DEPICTING GODDESS DURGA 

TYPICAL DESIGN OF PILLAR WITH MULTI-

DIRECTIONAL MYTHICAL LIONS 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 13 

VAIKUNDA PERUMAL TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

12°50'14.1"N 79°42'36.2"E 

 

It is one among the 108 Divyadesams 

dedicated to Vishnu, who is worshipped 

as Vaikunthanathan (Lord Paramapada 

Nathan) and his consort Lakshmi as 

Vaikundavalli. It was built by Pallava King 

Nandivarman II in the 8th century with 

later contributions from Medieval 

Cholas and Vijayanagar kings. It consists of 

three tiers. On the first tier, Moolavar 

Vaikunda Perumal graces in his sitting 

posture facing west. On the second tier, 

Ranganadha Perumal places his head 

towards north and showers his grace in 

his reclining posture. On the third tier, 

Paramapadanadhar graces in his standing 

posture. Thus Perumal graces his 

devotees in his three postures of sitting, 

reclining and standing in this temple of 

three tiers. 

 

Constructed in the Dravidian style of 

architecture, the temple is glorified in 

the Divya Prabandha (Nalayiram Divya 

Prabandham), the early medieval Tamil 

Canon of the Azhwar saints from the 6th–

9th centuries AD. It is one among the 

108 Divyadesams dedicated to Vishnu. 

The temple is considered the second 

oldest extant temple in Kanchipuram after 

the Kailasanthar temple. The Temple 

contains inscribed panels of sculpture 

portraying the events leading up to the 

accession of Nandivarman Pallavamalla to 

the throne. The great Vaishnava Saint 

Thirumangai Alvar was his contemporary. 

There are various inscriptions in the 

temple that detail the socio-economic and 

political situation of the country during 

the Pallavan regime.  

 

The temple is surrounded by a granite 

wall enclosing all the shrines and water 

bodies of the temple.  The temple tank is 

called Airammadha theertham and the 

Vimanam is known as Mukunda Vimanam. 

Vaikunda Ekadasi is the most important 

festival of the temple.  

 

This temple presently is under the care of 

Archaeology Department, Govt. of India. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
65 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 78 KM 

 
Kanchipuram – 1 KM 

 

 
VAKUNDA PERUMAL TEMPLE 
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CARVINGS ON THE WALLS 

 

 
PILLAR WITH MYTHICAL LIONS 

 

 
SCULPTURED WALL OF VAKUNDA PERUMAL 

TEMPLE 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 14 

EKAMBARESWARAR TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

12°50'45.0"N 79°42'01.0"E 

 

It is one of the five major Shiva temples of 

Pancha Bootha Sthalams (each 

representing a natural element) 

representing the element – Earth or 

Prithvi Lingam. The Single Mango tree in 

the outer court is revered as most sacred 

and it is believed, if worshipped by 

childless couples, they will be blessed with 

a child. 

 

 
Ekambareswarar Temple Entrance Gopuram 

 

 

Shiva is worshiped as Ekambareswarar or 

Ekambaranathar, and is represented by 

the Lingam, with his idol referred to 

as Prithvi Lingam. His consort Parvati is 

depicted as Gowridevi Amman. The 

presiding deity is revered in the 7th 

century Tamil Saiva canonical work, 

the Tevaram, written by Tamil saint poets 

known as the Nayanars and classified 

as Paadal Petra Sthalam. The temple also 

houses Nilathingal Thundam Perumal 

temple, a Divyadesam, the 108 temples 

revered in the Vaishnava canon Nalayira 

Divya Prabhandam. 

 

 
Ekambareswarar Temple inside 

 

Initially the temple was built by the 

Pallavas. The existing structure then was 

pulled down and rebuilt by the later Chola 

Kings. Adi Sankara, the 10th-century saint 

got Kanchipuram remodelled along with 

expansion of this temple along with 

Kamakshi Amman Temple and Varadaraja 

Perumal Temple, with the help of the local 

rulers.The temple complex covers 25 

acres, and is one of the largest in India. It 

houses four gateway towers known 

as Gopurams. The tallest is the southern 

tower, with 11 stories and a height of 59 

metres (194 ft), making it one of the 

tallest temple towers in India. The temple 
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has numerous shrines, with those of 

Ekambareswarar and Nilathingal Thundam 

Perumal being the most prominent. The 

temple complex houses many halls; the 

most notable is the thousand-pillared hall 

built during the Vijayanagar period by King 

Krishnadevaraya.The temple’s inner walls 

are decorated with an array of 1008 Siva 

lingams. The present masonry structure 

was built during the Chola dynasty in the 

9th century, while later expansions are 

attributed to Vijayanagar rulers. 

 

The temple finds mention in the 

classical Tamil Sangam literature dated 

300 BCE like Manimegalai and 

Perumpanatruppadai. Panguni Uthiram 

festival which is celebrated for thirteen 

days during the Tamil month of Panguni 

(March-April) is the most prominent 

festival of the temple and the town. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
61 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 75 KM 

 
Kanchipuram – 1 KM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STUCCO IMAGE OF THE LEGEND OF MANGO TREE 

AND THE MANGO TREE BEHIND THE SANCTUM 

 
SCULPTURES ON THE WALLS OF THE TEMPLE 

 

 
AAYIRAM KAAL MANDAPAM (1000 PILLAR HALL) 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 15 

KAMAKSHI AMMAN TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

12°50'28.4"N 79°42'12.1"E 

 

Kamakshi comes from the conjunction of 

three words – Ka, Ma & Aksh. “Ka” means 

Saraswati (God of Education), “Ma” 

means Lakshmi (God of Wealth) 

and“Aksh” means eyes. Kamakshi is 

whose eyes are Lakshmi & Saraswati. 

Kamakshi Temple at Kanchi is one of the 

51 Shakti Peethas in the country, a very 

important Shakti Peeth. This is where the 

Nabhi or the Navel of the Goddess Sati 

had fallen when Shiva was taking around 

her body and came to be known as 

“Nabisthana Ottiyana Peetam”. It is also 

believed to be the Nabhisthan or the 

center of the earth or at least the eastern 

hemisphere.The Image of the main Deity, 

Kamakshi, is seated in a 

majestic Padmasana or Lotus posture, 

a yogic posture signifying peace and 

prosperity, instead of the traditional 

standing pose. Goddess holds a sugarcane 

bow and bunch of five flowers in the 

lower two of her arms and has a pasha 

(lasso), an ankusha (goad) in her upper 

two arms.  

 

The temple is about 1600 years old built 

on Dravidian architecture when the 

Pallava dynasty ruled this region and 

Kanchipuram used to be their capital. The 

temple occupies an area of 5 acres 

(2.0 ha). The sanctum houses the image of 

Kamakshi in seated posture and is flanked 

by the trinity of Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma. 

There are smaller shrines of Bangaru 

Kamakshi, Adi Shankara and Maha 

Saraswathi around the sanctum. Adi 

Shankaracharya, the famous 8th century 

CE scholar and saint, re-established the Sri 

Chakra in this Kamakshi Devi temple in the 

trough-like structure in that shrine. 

The temple also has a golden Gopuram on 

the Sanctorum of Goddess Kamakshi deity 

which is visible to all devotees. 

 

 
Kamakshi Amman Temple 
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GOPURAMS OF KAMAKSHI AMMAN TEMPLE 

 

There are no traditional Parvati or Shakthi 

shrines in the city of Kancheepuram, apart 

from this temple, which adds even more 

legend to this temple. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
61 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 75 KM 

 
Kanchipuram – 1 KM 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 16 

VEDAGIRISWARAR TEMPLE, 

THIRUKAZHUKUNDRAM 

 

Location : 

12°36'31.1"N 80°03'27.3"E 

 

Vedagiriswarar Temple is a Hindu 

Temple dedicated to Lord Shiva located in 

Tirukalukundram (also known as 

Thirukazhukundram) Tamil Nadu.This 

Temple is popularly known as Kazhugu 

Koil (Eagle Temple). This temple consists 

of two structures, one at the foothill and 

the other at the top of the hill. The main 

Temple is located on the hill-top and the 

presiding deity is God Shiva, known as 

Vedagiriswarar. The temple at the foot-

hills is dedicated to his consort Parvati, 

known here as Thiripurasundari Amman. 

The temple at the foot-hills has four 

towers (gopurams) closely resembling the 

architecture of the Annamalaiyar Temple 

in Tiruvannamalai. 

 

The Temple was built on Dravidian 

Architecture by Pallava Kings. It is one of 

the 275 “Padal Petra Sthalams”. The four 

Nayanmars viz., Appar, Sundarar, 

Manickavasagar& Thirugnanasamandhar 

visited the Temple complex and 

composed Hymns in praise of 

Vedagiriswarar between 7th Century and 

9th Century. 

 

 
VEDAGIRISWARAR TEMPLE  

 

 
 

 
VEDAGIRISWARAR TEMPLE AT HILLTOP TEMPLE 

AND SANGU THEERTHAM 
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PANORAMIC VIEW AND VIEW FROM HILLTOP OF 

THE TEMPLE AT THE FOOTHILL 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
54 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 71 KM 

 

Well connected by Public 
transport from Kanchipuram, 
Chengleput and Chennai 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place  : 17 

MAMALLAPURAM 

 

Location : 

12°37'36.6"N 80°11'34.9"E 

 

Mamallapuramhas an exotic and long sea 

shore beach which is 20 km, temples in 

the form of Chariots called Rathas, 

mandapams (cave sanctuaries) huge open 

air reliefs such as the famous and 

excellent 100 foot long “Arjuna Penance” 

and the Shore Temple (Temple du Rivage), 

with innumerable glorious sculptures of 

Lord Siva. This was originally Pallava 

dynasty fort. This long and beautiful sea 

shore peperred with world heritage 

monuments attracts millions of tourists 

throughout the year. There are water 

sports activities like surfing, katmaran 

rides on the beach. The world famous 

dance festivals during December /January 

attract Exponents of varous forms of 

dances. 

 

 
THE SHORE TEMPLE 

 
MAMALLAPURAM BEACH 

 

The Shore Temple is perhaps the most 

photographed monument in India after 

Taj Mahal. The pleasure of watching the 

monument in light with cool breeze from 

the sea has no comparison. 

Mamallapuram attracts tourists from all 

over the globe to its monumental 

splendor and sunny beaches. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
52 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 60 KM 

 

Well Connected by Public & 
Private Transport to Chennai – 60 
KM 
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District  :  

KANCHIPURAM 

 

Category :  

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place  : 18 

VEDANTHANGAL BIRD SANCTUARY 

 

Location : 

12°32'44.4"N 79°51'21.9"E 

 

Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary is a 30-

hectare (74-acre) protected area located 

in the Kanchipuram District of the state 

of Tamil Nadu. More than 40,000 birds 

(including 26 rare species), from various 

parts of the world visit the sanctuary 

during the migratory season every year. 

 

Vedanthangal is the oldest water bird 

sanctuary in the country. Vedanthangal in 

Tamil language means 'hamlet of the 

hunter'. This area was a favourite hunting 

spot of the local landlords in the early 

18th century. The region attracted a 

variety of birds because it was dotted with 

small lakes that acted as feeding grounds 

for the birds. Realising its ornithological 

importance, the British government 

undertook steps to develop Vedanthangal 

into a bird sanctuary as early as 1798. This 

was established in 1858 by the order of 

the Collector of Chengalpattu. 

 

The Vedanthangal bird sanctuary has a 

tradition of the people actively protecting 

birds coming to the area since time 

immemorial. The local people understood 

the relationship between birds and the 

productivity of their crops even before the 

concept of wildlife conservation came into 

vogue. They knew that the bird droppings 

in the water created guano which acted as 

fertilizer. In 1936 the lake was officially 

recognized as a sanctuary. In 1962 it was 

given the legal status of ‘reserved forest’ 

under the Madras Forest Act.Ten years 

later, the area was declared as 

'Vedanthangal Lake Bird Sanctuary', under 

the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. 

 
FULL VIEW OF VEDANTHANGAL BIRD SANCTUARY 

FROM WATCH TOWER 

 
VEDANTHANGAL BIRDS DURING SEASON 

 

Bird Species 

 

The Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary features 

thousands of birds coming from various 

countries, some of which can be easily 

identified. Some easily found birds 

include cormorants, darters, grebes, large 

egrets, little egrets, moorhens, night 

herons, paddy birds, painted storks, 

pintails, pond herons, sandpipers, 

shovellers, terns, white ibises and many 
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more. The migratory birds include 

garganeys and teals from Canada; snake 

birds and glossary ibises from Sri Lanka; 

grey pelicans from Australia; grey herons 

and open billed stork from Bangladesh; 

painted storks from Siberia; spoonbills 

and spot-billed duck from Myanmar. 

 

 

 

 
SOME OF THE BIRD SPECIES 

 

The Lake 

 

The Vedanthangal Lake situated 122 m 

above sea level, supplies water to 250 

acres of agricultural land around the area. 

The west and south sides of the lake is 

bordered by a long bund, whereas the 

northern and eastern sides extend to the 

agricultural lands. Input of water into this 

lake is through four small canals. 

Maximum depth of the lake is 5 metres. 

The area receives an average annual 

rainfall of 10 mm, mostly from the north-

east monsoon. 

 

 
VEDNATHANGAL LAKE 

 

Flora and Fauna 

 

Flora: Barringtonia acutangula, Acacia 

nilotica, and Alangium salviflorum trees 

and dry evergreen scrub and thorn 

forests.The area had a compact grove of 

more than 500 Barringtonia trees earlier. 

An additional 100 trees were planted in 

1973 and over 1,000 trees were planted in 

1996. 

Fauna: monkeys and other common 

mammals can be spotted. 

Birds: garganey, teal, glossy ibis, grey 

heron, grey pelican, open-billed stork, 

painted stork, snake bird, spoonbill, spot 

bill duck, cormorants, darter, grebes, large 

egret, little egrets, moorhen, night herons, 

paddy bird, painted stork, pintails, pond 

heron, sandpiper, shovellers, terns, white 

ibis.  

 

The birds migrate from Europe and other 

cold countries during November and 

December to escape the frost that sets 
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in.The best time to visit this sanctuary is 

from November to March. During this 

time, birds are seen busy building and 

maintaining their nests.The birds can be 

viewed from the bank or from the watch 

tower. 

 

 
WATCH TOWER AND PATHWAYS 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
65 KM 

 

Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 85 KM 

 

Well connected by Public 
transport from Madurantakam, 
Chingleput and Chennai 
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District  :  

CUDDALORE 
 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 19 

BHU VARAHA SWAMY TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

11°24'07.5"N 79°24'19.7"E 

 

Bhu Varaha Swamy Temple is a Hindu 

temple, located at Srimushnam, in the 

South Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 

Constructed in the Dravidian style of 

architecture, the temple is dedicated to 

Varaha (Bhu Varaha Swamy), the Boar 

Avatar (Incarnation) of the god Vishnu and 

his consort Lakshmi as Ambujavalli Thayar. 

 

 
BHU VARAHA SWAMY TEMPLE 

The temple had contributions from 

Medieval Cholas of the 10th century with 

later expansions by Thanjavur Nayak king 

Achuthappa Nayak. The existence of 

Bhuvaraha Swamy temple during the 

medieval Chola period is seen from the 

inscriptions from 11th century. There had 

been significant contributions from Chola 

Kings and Vijayanagar Kings.A granite wall 

surrounds the temple, enclosing all the 

shrines and the temple tanks. There is a 

seven-tieredRajagopuram, the temple’s 

main gateway tower. 

 

 
PARAMAPADA VASAL (TEMPLE ENTRANCE) 

 

 
TEMPLE WALL & MAJOR SHRINES 

 

Six daily rituals and three annual festivals 

are held at the temple, of which the 

Chariot festival, celebrated during the 

Tamil month of Vaikasi (April–May), being 

the most prominent. The festival also 

symbolises Hindu-Muslim unity in the 

region – the flag of the chariot is provided 
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by Muslims, they take offerings from the 

temple and to present to Allah in the 

mosques.  

 

The temple is maintained and 

administered by the Hindu Religious and 

Charitable Endowments Department of 

the Government of Tamil Nadu.  

 

 
Tiruchirapalli International 
Airport – 148 KM 

 

Virudhachalam Railway Station – 
22 KM 

 

Well connected by Public & 
Private Transport to 
Virudhachalam (20 KM), 
Cuddalore (67 KM), Tiruchirapalli 
(145 KM) & Chennai (240 KM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SCROLL WORK IN THE TEMPLE 

 

 
TEMPLE TANK 
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District  :  

CUDDALORE 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 20 

DEVANATHASWAMY TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

11°44'43.2"N 79°42'33.7"E 

 

 

Devanathaswamy temple (also called 

Thiruvanthipuram Kovil) in 

Thiruvanthipuram, a village in the 

outskirts of Cuddalore in the South Indian 

state of Tamil Nadu, is dedicated to the 

Hindu God Vishnu. Constructed in the 

Dravidian style of architecture, the temple 

is glorified in the Divya Prabandham, the 

early medieval Tamil canon of the Azhwar 

saints from the 6th–9th centuries AD. The 

Temple is more than 1000 years old. It is 

one of the 108 Divyadesams dedicated to 

Vishnu. The deities worshipped in this 

temple are Lord Vishnu who is considered 

as "Lord Devanatha" as he is the God of all 

Gods, and the Goddess Lakshmi who is 

considered as "Sengamala Thayar" 

(Hemabujavalli). 

 

 
DEVANATHASWAMY TEMPLE 

 

Devanatha Swamy Temple is located in 

the edge of the Gandilam River in 

Thiruvanthipuram which is considered as 

holy as River Ganga. It is said that the river 

water looks red like blood during 

monsoon due to the curse of a Rishi 

(Saint).  

 

 
WAY TO HAYAGRIVAR TEMPLE 

 

The temple in its current form is believed 

to have been built during the Medieval 

Cholas, with later expansion from 

Pandyas, Hoysala Empire and 

Vijayanagara Empire. The Epigraphical 

Department has found more than 50 

inscriptions in the temple belonging to the 

Medieval Chola period. The Chola country 

was under siege during the rule of 

Rajaraja Chola III and he was imprisoned 

by Koperunjinga, a Pallava scion. A temple 

tower was erected during the reign of 

Koperunjinga, while the procedures of 

worship were accorded similar to other 

temples during the reign of Maravarman 

Sundara Pandyan. One of the disciples of 

Lord Vishnu, Sri Ramanuja who was a 

great philosopher, lived in this temple. 

Hence, the descendants of Ramanuja 

were given special provisions for worship 

during the period of Vijayanagara Empire.  
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In modern times, the temple is 

maintained and administered by the 

Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department of the 

Government of Tamil Nadu. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
173 KM 

 

Tirupadirippuliyur Railway 
Station (Cuddalore) – 6 KM 

 
Cuddalore – 6 KM 
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District  :  

CUDDALORE 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 21 

FORT ST. DAVID 

 

Location : 

11°44'19.8"N 79°46'48.2"E 

 

Fort St. David, now in ruins, was a British 

fort near the town of Cuddalore, a 

hundred miles south of Chennai on the 

Coromandel Coast of India. It is located 

near silver beach without any 

maintenance. It was named for the patron 

saint of Wales because the governor of 

Madras at the time, Elihu Yale, was Welsh. 

 

 

 
 

Fort St. David, situated on the mouth of 

River Gadilam, has a memorable history. 

The region was under the domains of the 

Nayaks of Gingee. The Dutch in early 17th 

century wishing to expand their trade in 

the Bay of Bengal region,took advantage 

of the local manufacturing of goods and 

chose the Cuddalore region and sought 

the permission of Krishnappa Nayaka of 

Gingee, to build a fort at Devanampatnam 

which was, subsequently granted in 1608 

and construction was started. But the 

Nayak pulled back after the Portuguese, 

the then dominant players at the 

Coromandel Coast trade, pressured 

Gingee’s overlord rulers, Venkata I of 

Vijayanagara Empire to prevent Dutch 

entry.  Therefore, the fort was left with 

the Gingee Nayaks under appointed 

traders. Overseas trade continued and the 

port became an important source for 

trade of sandalwood, camphor, cloves, 

nutmeg, mace, green velvet, porcelain, 

copper, and brass. 

 

 
 

Later, when Gingee was occupied by the 

Marathas, Shivaji’s son Rajaram 

Chathrapati who was under siege, in 

Gingee fort, by the Mughal 

army, intended to sell the 

Devanampatnam fort to the highest 

European bidder. In 1690, the British won 

by out bidding the Dutch and the French. 

Elihu Yale, Governor of Madras, after long 

protracted negotiations, acquired the fort 
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and named it Fort Saint David after a 

Welsh Saint. 

 

James Macrae had been governor of the 

fort and in 1725 he became the Governor 

of the Madras Presidency.  From 1725 

onwards the British greatly strengthened 

the fortifications. In 1746 Fort St. David 

became the British headquarters for 

southern India, and attacks by French 

forces under Dupleix were successfully 

repulsed.  Robert Clive was appointed its 

governor in 1756. In 1758 the French 

captured it, but abandoned it two years 

later to Sir Eyre Coote, KB. 

 

 
 

In 1782 the French again reclaimed the 

fort and restored it sufficiently to 

withstand a British attack in 1783. In 1785 

it finally passed into British possession. 

With the end of the French threat, it was 

abandoned and fell into ruins. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
170 KM 

 

Tirupadirippuliyur Railway 
Station (Cuddalore) – 4 KM 

 
Cuddalore – 4 KM 
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District  :  

CUDDALORE 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 22 

TILLAI NATARAJ TEMPLE, CHIDAMBARAM 

 

Location : 

11°23'58.0"N 79°41'36.0"E 

 

The Nataraja Temple Chidambaram is also 

referred as Thillai Nataraja Temple. This 

temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva. It is in 

the southern state of Tamilnadu in India. 

The temple has a deep mythical 

connection. When the name of the town 

was Thillai, a Shiva shrine used to be there 

in the temple. Chidambaram is the name 

of the city where the temple is now 

situated literally meaning “clothed in 

thought” or “atmosphere of wisdom”. 

 

The architecture of the temple represents 

the link between arts and spirituality. The 

temple was constructed during the 10th 

century when Chidambaram used to be 

the capital of the Chola dynasty. The 

Cholas considered Nataraja (Lord Shiva) as 

their family deity. The temple as it stands 

had a pre-Chola existence and the 

architecture is Dravidian with the Sanctum 

Sanctorum closely resembling Kerala or 

Malabar style structures.  Indeed, the 

royal charters mention the rebuilding of 

the Sanctum using architects from 

Kerala. However the golden roof is a 

striking example of Vesara architecture 

with its apsidal shape. Two small 

structures called the Chit Sabha and Kanak 

Sabha form the crux of the vast 

architectural complex. The temple is 

spread over a 40acre (16 ha) area, within 

layers of concentric courtyards. The inner 

sanctum connects mandapams and 

pillared halls which are all either squares 

or stacked squares or both. The complex 

has nine gopurams, several water storage 

structures of which the Shivaganga sacred 

pool is the largest with a rectangular plan. 

The temple has five main Halls or Sabhas 

namely the Kanaka Sabha, the Cit Sabha, 

Nritta Sabha, Deva Sabha and Raja Sabha.  

 

 
Main Gopuram of Nataraja Temple 

 
Temple Tank of Nataraja Temple 

 

The temple complex is dedicated to 

Nataraja Shiva and theological ideas 

associated with Shaivism concepts in 

Hinduism. However, the temple also 

includes shrines for Devi, Vishnu, 

Subrahmanyar, Ganesha, Nandi and 
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others including an Amman shrine, a 

Surya shrine complete with Chariot 

wheels.  The plan has numerous gathering 

halls called sabha, two major choultries 

called the 100 pillared and 1,000 pillared 

halls, inscriptions and frescoes narrating 

Hindu legends about Gods, Goddesses, 

Saints and Scholars.The Nataraja temple 

has undergone damage, renovation and 

expansion throughout the 2nd 

millennium. Although Shiva is the main 

deity of the temple, it also represents 

major themes from Vaishnavism, Shaktism 

and other traditions of Hinduism with all 

due reverence. The Chidambaram temple 

complex proudly boasts of being one of 

the oldest temple complexes in Southern 

India. The most unique characteristic of 

the Nataraja Temple is the bejewelled 

image of Nataraja. 

 

 
Piragaram (Passage for Circumambulation 

around each shrine) 

 
Courtyard of Nataraja Temple 

 

Nataraja happens to be one of the most 

momentous forms of Lord Shiva. 

Chidambaram is also amongst one of the 

most celebrated shrines of Lord Shiva in 

the country. The place also bears a 

significant importance from both cultural 

point of view and historical perspective as 

well. Now R & D, Western scientists have 

proved that at Lord Nataraja‘s big toe is 

the Centre Point of World‘s Magnetic 

Equator. 

 

 
Golden Roof of the Main Shrine in Nataraja 

Temple 

 

Ancient Tamil Scholar Thirumoolar has 

proved this five thousand years ago. His 

treatise Thirumandiram is a wonderful 

scientific guide for the whole world. 

 

Chidambaram temple embodies the 

following characteristics: 

 

i. This temple is located at the Center 

Point of world‘s Magnetic Equator. 

ii. Among the “Pancha bootha” 

temples, Chidambaram denotes the 

“Space or Sky”. Kalahasthi denotes 

“Air”. Kanchi Ekambareswar denotes 

“Earth”. All these 3 temples are 

located in a straight line at 79 
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degrees 41 minutes Longitude.An 

amazing fact & astronomical 

miracle! 

iii. Chidambaram temple is based on 

the Human being having 9 Entrances 

denoting 9 Entrances or Openings of 

the body. 

iv. Temple roof is made of 21,600 gold 

sheets which denotes the 21,600 

breaths taken by a human being 

every day (15 x 60 x 24 = 21600) 

v. These 21,600 gold sheets are fixed 

on the “Vimanam” (Roof) using 

72,000 gold nails which denote the 

total number of Nadis (Nerves) in 

the human body. 

vi. Thirumoolar states that man 

represents the shape of 

Shivalingam, which represents 

Chidambaram which represents 

Sadashivam which represents Lord 

SHIVA’s dance! 

vii. “Ponnambalam” is placed slightly 

tilted towards the left. This 

represents our Heart. To reach this, 

we need to climb 5 steps called 

“Panchatshara Padi”. “Si, Va, Ya, Na, 

Ma” are the 5 Panchatshara 

mantras. There are 4 pillars holding 

the Kanagasabha representing the 4 

Vedas. 

viii. Ponnambalam has 28 pillars 

denoting the 28 “Ahamas” as well as 

the 28 methods to worship Lord 

Shiva. These 28 pillars support 64 

+64 Roof Beams which denote the 

64 Arts. The cross beams represent 

the Blood Vessels running across the 

Human body. 

ix. Kalasas on the Golden Roof 

represent the 9 types of Sakthi or 

Energies.The 6 pillars at the Artha 

Mantapa represent the 6 types of 

Sashtras. 

x. The 18 pillars in the adjacent 

Mantapa represent 18 Puranams. 

 

The temple has nine major gopuram 

gateways connecting the various 

courtyards. Four of these are huge and 

colorful, visible from afar, a symbolic and 

convenient landmark for pilgrims. These 

gateway towers or gopurams each have 7 

storeys facing the East, South, West and 

North. Each gopuram is colorful and 

unique in its own ways. They narrate 

stories from various Hindu texts, showing 

religious and secular scenes from the 

various Hindu traditions. This art is 

presented in each gopuram with 

anthropomorphic figure panels and about 

fifty niches with stone sculptures in every 

gopuram. 

 

The temple, according to inscriptions 

found in South India and Southeast Asia, 

was also the historic recipient of a 

precious jewel from the King of Angkor, 

who built the Angkor Wat through Chola 

king Kulothunga, who submitted it to the 

temple in 1114 CE. Kulothunga I and his 

son expanded the Chidambaram Nataraja 

temple expanse six fold. 

 

The dance of Lord Nataraja is described as 

Cosmic Dance by Western Scientists. 

 

Quite a number of legends are associated 

with that of the Chidambaram Nataraja 

Temple. A couple of annual festivals and 

traditions celebrated with utmost 
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grandeur and pomp are Aani 

Tirumanjanam and Margazhi Tiruvaadirai. 

 

 

Tiruchirapalli International 
Airport –188 KM, Chennai 
International Airport – 209 KM 

 

Chidambaram Railway Station  
– 3 KM 

 
Chidambaram Bus Stand – 2 KM 

 

 
The artworks on the gopuram, showing Shiva - 

Parvati wedding and standing nearby the 

newlyweds areGoddess Saraswati, Goddess 

Lakshmi, Lord Vishnu and others 

 

 
The eastern gopuram wall shows all 108 dance 

postures from the “Natya Shastra”. The other 

gopurams also have dance images. 
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District  :  

CUDDALORE 

 

Category :  

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place  : 23 

PICHAVARAM 

 

Location : 

11°25'21.6"N 79°46'38.2"E 

 

Pichavaram is a village near Chidambaram 

in Cuddalore District of the State of Tamil 

Nadu. The Pichavaram Mangrove Forest 

near Chidambaram is the world’s second 

largest mangrove forest - the mangrove 

forest trees are permanently rooted in a 

few feet of water. 

 

Pichavaram mangrove forest is located 

between two prominent estuaries, the 

Vellar estuary in the north and Coleroon 

estuary in the south. The Vellar-Coleroon 

estuarine complex forms the Killai 

backwater and Pichavaram mangroves. 

The backwaters are interconnected by the 

Vellar and Coleroon river systems. 

 

MANGROVE FORESTS 

Pichavaram consists of a number of 

islands interspersing a vast expanse of 

water covered with mangrove forest. 

Pichavaram mangrove Forest is the 

second largest mangrove forest in the 

world covering about 1100 hectares. It is 

separated from the Bay of Bengal by a 

sand bar. The biotope consists of species 

like Avicenniaand Rhizophora. It also 

supports the existence of rare varieties of 

economically important shell and 

finfishes.  

 
Pichavaram Mangrove Forest 

 
Waterway inside the Mangrove Forest 

 

 
Pichavaram Forest 
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FAUNA 

The mangroves also attract migrant and 

local birds including snipes, cormorants, 

egrets, storks, herons, spoonbills and 

pelicans. About 177 species of birds 

belonging to 15 orders and 41 families 

have been recorded. High population of 

birds could be seen from November to 

January due to high availability of prey. It 

is a coincidence of the time of arrival of 

true migrants from foreign countries and 

local migrants from their breeding 

grounds across India. The availability of 

different habitat types such as channels, 

creeks, gullies, mud flats and sand flats 

and adjacent sea shore offers ideal habitat 

for difference species of birds and 

animals. 

 

The Lake offers abundant scope for water 

sports such as rowing, kayaking and 

canoeing. The Pichavaram forest not only 

offers waterscape and backwater cruises, 

but also another very rare sight – the 

Mangrove forest. There are more than 

400 water routes available for boating. 

 

 

Tiruchirapalli 
InternationalAirport – 202 KM, 
Chennai International Airport – 
227 KM 

 

Chidambaram Railway Station – 
14 KM 

 
Chidambaram Bus Stand – 13 KM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EGRETS IN PICHAVARAM MANGROVE FOREST 

 
IBIS AND WOOD STORKS IN THE MANGROVE 

FOREST 

 
FAUNA IN PICHAVARAM MANGROVE FOREST 

 

 
BOATING INSIDE THE MANGROVE 
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District  :  

RAMANATHAPURAM 
 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 24 

RAMANATHASWAMY TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

9°17'17.3"N 79°19'02.6"E 

 

Ramanathaswamy Temple is a Hindu 

temple dedicated to God Shiva located on 

Rameswaram Island in the state of Tamil 

Nadu. It is also one of the twelve  

 Jyotirlinga temples and is one of the 

274 Paadal Petra Sthalams, where the 

three of the most revered Nayanars 

(Saivite Saints), Appar, Sundarar and 

Thirugnana Sambandar has glorified the 

temple with their songs. Various stages of 

construction of this temple had taken 

place between 11th to 17th centuries, to 

bring it to the current shape and were 

built on Dravidian Architecture. The 

temple was expanded during the 12th 

century by Pandya Dynasty, and its 

principal shrines sanctum was renovated 

by Jeyaveera Cinkaiariyan and his 

successor Gunaveera Cinkaiariyan of 

the Jaffna Kingdom. The temple has the 

longest corridor among all Hindu temples 

in India. The temple is located 

in Rameswaram and is considered a holy 

pilgrimage site for Shaivites, 

Vaishnavites and Smarthas. The presiding 

deity, the Lingam of Ramanathaswamy 

(Lord Shiva), is believed to have been 

established and worshiped by Lord Rama 

(the seventh avatar of the God Vishnu), 

who prayed to the God Shiva to absolve 

him of the sin committed during his war 

against the demon King Ravana in Sri 

Lanka. Lord Rama wanted to have a 

large Lingam to worship Shiva. He 

directed Hanuman, the lieutenant in his 

army, to bring a Lingam from 

the Himalayas. When Hanuman was 

delayed in bringing the Lingam, Sita, the 

wife of Lord Rama, built a small Lingam 

out of the sand available in the seashore, 

which is believed to be the Lingam in the 

sanctum. 

 

The primary deity of the temple is 

Ramanathaswamy (Shiva) in the form 

of Lingam. There are two Lingams inside 

the sanctum - one built by Sita, from sand, 

residing as the main deity Ramalingam 

and the one brought by Hanuman 

from Kailash called Vishwalingam. Lord 

Rama instructed that the Vishwalingam 

should be worshipped first since it was 

brought by Hanuman - the tradition 

continues even today. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

Like all ancient temples in South India, 

there is a high compound wall (madil) on 

all four sides of the temple premises 

measuring about 865 feet from east to 

west and 657 feet from north to south 

with huge towers (Gopurams) to the east 

and the west and finished gate towers to 

the north and south. The temple has 

striking long corridors in its interior, 

running between huge colonnades on 

platforms above five feet high.The second 

corridor is formed by sandstone pillars, 

beams, and ceiling. The junction of the 
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third corridor on the west and the paved 

way leading from the western gopuram to 

the Setumadhava shrine forms a unique 

structure in the form of a chess board, 

popularly known as Chokkattan 

Mandapam. 

 

The outer set of corridors is reputed to be 

the longest in the world, measuring about 

6.9 m in height, 400 feet each in the east 

and west and about 640 feet in the north 

and the south. The inner corridors are 

about 224 feet each in the east and the 

west and about 352 feet each in the north 

and the south. Their width varies from 

15.5 feet to 17 feet in the east & west and 

north & south with width varying 14.5 

feet to 17 feet. The total length of these 

corridors is 3850 feet. There are about 

1212 pillars in the outer corridor. Their 

height is about 30 feet from the floor to 

the centre of the roof. The main tower 

or rajagopuram is 53 m tall. Most pillars 

are carved with individual 

compositions. At the beginning, 

Ramanathaswamy Temple was a thatched 

shed. The present structure was the work 

of many individuals spread over a number 

of centuries. The pride of place in the 

establishment of the Temple goes to the 

Setupatis of Ramanathapuram. In the 

seventeenth century, Dalavai Setupati 

built a portion of the main eastern 

Gopuram. In the late eighteenth century, 

the world-famous third corridor was 

constructed by Muthuramalinga Setupati 

who lived for forty-nine years and ruled 

between 1763 and 1795. The corridor was 

called “Chokkatan Mandapam”. The 

Setupati’s statue and those of his two 

Pradhanis (Ministers) can be seen at the 

western entrance to the third corridor. 

 

The composite columns of Virabhadra 

holding sword and horn are found to be 

additions of the Vijayanayagara kings 

during the early 1500s.  

 

There are separate shrines for 

Ramanathaswamy and his consort 

goddess Parvathavardhini separated by a 

corridor. There are separate shrines for 

the Goddess Visalakshi, the utsav images, 

sayanagriha, Lord Vishnu and Lord 

Ganesha. There are various halls inside 

the temple, namely Anuppu Mandapam, 

Sukravara Mandapam, Setupati 

Mandapam, Kalyana Mandapam, and 

Nandi Mandapam. 

 

TEMPLE TANKS OR WELLS (TIRTHAS OF 

RAMESWARAM) 

 

There are sixty-four Tīrthas (holy water 

bodies) in and around the island 

of Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. According to 

Kanda Puranam, twenty-four of them are 

important. Bathing in these Tīrthas or 

natural springs is a major aspect of the 

pilgrimage to Rameswaram and is 

considered equivalent to penance and is a 

step forward in enlightenment. Twenty-

two of the Tirthas are within 

the Ramanathaswamy Temple. The 

number 22 indicates the 22 arrows in 

Rama's quiver. The first and major one is 

called Agni Theertham, the sea (Bay of 

Bengal). 
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Tiruchirapalli 
InternationalAirport – 202 KM, 
Chennai International Airport – 
227 KM 

 

Rameswaram Railway Station – 
1.5 KM 

 
Rameswaram Bus Stand – 2 KM 

 

 
RAJAGOPURAM 

 CHOKKATAN MANDAPAM  
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District  :  

RAMANATHAPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 25 

ADI JAGANNATHA PERUMAL TEMPLE, 

THIRUPPULLANI 

 

Location : 

9°16'59.3"N 78°49'29.7"E 

 

The Adi Jagannatha Temple is a South 

Indian Hindu temple in Thiruppullani, a 

village in the outskirts of 

Ramanathapuram in the South Indian 

state of Tamil Nadu, is dedicated to the 

Hindu God Vishnu. Constructed in the 

Dravidian style of architecture, the temple 

is glorified in the Divya Prabandham, the 

early medieval Tamil canon of the Azhwar 

saints from the 6th–9th centuries CE. It is 

one of the 108 Divyadesams dedicated to 

God Vishnu, who is worshipped as Adi 

Jagannatha and his consort Lakshmi as 

Padmasini. 

 

The temple has a five-tiered rajagopuram 

(gateway tower) facing east. The shrine of 

Adi Jagannatha houses the image of Adi 

Jagannatha, Bhudevi and Sri Devi in sitting 

posture. The consort of Adi Jagannathar is 

Padmasini, housed in a separate shrine. 

There is a shrine for Dharbasayana Ramar 

in a reclining posture. There is a metal 

image of Krishna from the 13th century 

Pandya period. The image depicts Krishna 

dancing on a snake, a rare historical 

depiction of Krishna in a metal image. 

 

The temple is believed to have been built 

during the late 8th century CE, with later 

contributions from Medieval Cholas, later 

Pandyas, and Sethupathi Kings of Ramnad. 

As per Hindu legend, Lord Rama prayed to 

the Samudraraja (God of Ocean) to seek a 

way to reach Lanka. He did a penance 

(thavam) lying in Kusa grass (tharuppai), 

and this act is described Dharbasayanam 

in Sanskrit thus giving the name 

Dharbasayanam to the place. 

 

 
ADI JAGANNATHA PERUMAL TEMPLE, 

THIRUPPULLANI 
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TEMPLE INSIDE 

 

 
ONE OF THE TEMPLE SCULPTURE 

 
TEMPLE GOPURAM (TOWER) 

 

 

MaduraiInternational Airport – 
128 KM, Tiruchirapalli 
International Airport – 184 KM 

 

RamanathapuramRailway Station 
– 10 KM 

 

Ramanathapuram New Bus Stand 
– 10 KM 
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District  :  

RAMANATHAPURAM 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 26 

THIRU UTHIRAKOSAMANGAI 

 

Location : 

9°18'56.8"N 78°44'20.6"E 

 

Uthirakosamangai, Mangalanatha Swamy 

temple is a Shiva temple situated near 

Ramanathapuram in the 

Ramanathapuram district of Tamil Nadu. 

The temple is believed to be built by the 

Pandya kings, Achutappa Nayak (1529–

1542 BCE.), Muthuveerappar and other 

kings of Ramanthapuram. The temple has 

been glorified by the hymns of 9th-

century saint Manickavasagar and 15th-

century saint Arunagirinathar. 

 

The temple is considered sacred along the 

lines of Ramanathapuram; Sethu 

Madhava Theertham and Lakshmana 

Theertham.The temple has numerous 

shrines, with those of Mangalanathar, 

Mangalambigai and Natarajar being the 

most prominent. The temple houses a 6 ft 

(1.8 m) tall ancient maragatha Nataraja 

idol, carved out of emerald, being one of 

its kind. 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
118 KM 

 

Ramanathapuram Railway 
Station – 18 KM 

 

Ramanathapuram New Bus Stand 
18 KM 

 

 
TEMPLE 

 

 
TEMPLE TANK 
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YALI WITH STONE BALL INSIDE ITS MOUTH 
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District  :  

RAMANATHAPURAM 

 

Category :  

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place  : 27 

DHANUSHKODI 

 

Location : 

9°10'42.8"N 79°25'05.2"E 

 

Dhanushkodi is an abandoned town at the 

south-eastern tip of Pamban Island / 

Rameswaram of the state of Tamil 

Nadu. It is situated to the South-East 

of Pamban and is about 18 miles (29 km) 

west of Talaimannar in Sri Lanka. The 

town was destroyed during the 1964 

Rameswaram cyclone and remains 

uninhabited in the aftermath. But the 

Kothandaramasamy Temple here remains 

intact. It is 18 Kms away from 

Rameswaram and can be reached by road. 

A popular belief is that, it is where 

Vibishana, a brother of Ravana, 

surrendered before Rama. Dhanushkodi 

has a fine beach, where Sea surfing is 

possible. 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
200 KM 

 

Rameswaram Railway Station – 
19 KM 

 
Rameswaram Bus Stand – 21 KM 

 

 

 

 
SATELLITE VIEW OF DHANUSHKODI 

 

 
KOTHANDARAMASAMY TEMPLE 

 

 
CHURCH RUINS 

 

 
REMAINS OF DHANUSHKODI RAILWAY STATION 
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DHANUSHKODI BEACH VIEWS 

 

 
RIDE AT THE BEACH 

  



Prep by:   Page 63 of 211 

District  :  

RAMANATHAPURAM 

 

Category :  

OTHERS  

 

Place  : 28 

MANDAPAM WATER SPORTS 

 

Location : 

9°16'30.7"N 79°07'16.5"E 

 

Mandapam is the main land that links the 

Island of Rameswaram. This beach is a 

Gateway to many small islands. It is a 

quiet beach with long stretches of sand. 

The natural coral reefs in Mandapam are 

another tourist attraction. Both the 

foreign and domestic tourists visit this 

place to see the unique coral reef 

formation lying below the water surface. 

The place is enriched with activities like 

boating facilitated by thelocals .Observing 

the life styles of the local fishermen 

communityis another attraction for the 

tourists at Mandapam. 

 

An amusement park built in Mandapam 

keeps the children engaged. The park is 

home to an excellent fountain, man-made 

coral reefs, games, and hillocks. The beach 

park expands over an area of about 40 

acres.  Tthis Park enlivens the otherwise 

quiet and sereneMandapam. 

 

Another attraction for the tourists is the 

glass bottomed boats run by the Forest 

Department. This allows the tourists to 

see the coral reefs raised underwater. 

Tourists are engaged in the evenings 

walking on the beachfront. 

There is a very high potential for 

developing adventure Tourism / Water 

Sports Activities at Mandapam.  

This destination is favoured for  

watersports downsouth and naturally 

blessed with a quite and serine beach and 

with safe and vast ocean  available.The 

most common  watersports available in 

 beachside destinations in India include 

swimming, Canoeing, Angling, Diving, 

Sailing, Jet Skiing, Catamaran Rides, 

Paragliding, Parasailing, Kayaking, Scuba 

Diving, Water Skiing, Snorkeling, Wind 

Surfing, Speed Boating and Deep Sea 

Fishing. 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
158 KM 

 

Mandapam Railway Station – 2 
KM 

 
Rameswaram Bus Stand – 20 KM 
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Coral Reef 
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District  :  

MADURAI 
 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 29 

THIRUMALAI NAICKER MAHAL 

 

Location : 

9°54'55.1"N 78°07'25.4"E 

 

About 1.5 Kms from the Meenakshi 

temple, this Mahal (Palace) was built in 

1636 by the ruler whose name it bears. 

The imposing edifice is famous for the 

“Stuccowork” on its domes and 

impressive arches. The design and 

architecture is a blend of Dravidian and 

Islamic styles. The Interior of the palace 

surpasses many of its Indian 

contemporaries in scale. The interior is 

richly decorated, whilst the exterior is 

treated in a more austere style.The 

Sorgavilasam (Celestial Pavilion) 

measuring 75m x 52m, constructed 

entirely of brick and mortar without the 

support of a single rafter or girder, is a 

marvel of Indo-Saracenic architectural 

style. Among other striking features of the 

palace are the massive white pillars, 

several of which line the corridor that runs 

along the courtyard. Connected by high 

decorated arches, these pillars measure 

20m in height and have a circumference 

of 4m. Elsewhere, there are polished black 

stone pillars of varying heights. This 

Palace is a classic fusion of Dravidian and 

Rajput styles. The original Palace Complex 

was four times bigger than the present 

structure. It was King Thirumalai Nayak’s 

grandson who demolished much of the 

fine structure and removed most of the 

jewels and woodcarvings in order to build 

his own palace in Tiruchirappalli (His 

dream never came true). 

 

Thanks to Lord Napier, the then Governor 

of Madras, who partially restored the 

palace in 1866-72 and the subsequent 

restoration works carried out several 

years ago, we get to see, today,  the 

Entrance Gate, The Main Hall and the 

Dance Hall. There is a daily ‘sound and 

light’ show in English at 1845 hrs and in 

Tamil at 2015 hrs. This half an hour show 

extols the virtues of King Thirumalai, 

particularly his passion for arts, his 

victories in battle and his love for his 

subjects. 

 

 

 

 
THE PALACE 
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DARBAR HALL 

 
QUEENS PALACE INSIDE THE MAIN PALACE 

 
MIX OF INDO-SARACENIC AND DRAVIDIAN 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 
DOMES OF THE NAYAK’S PALACE 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
10 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 4 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 3 KM 
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District  :  

MADURAI 

 

Category :  

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place  : 30 

SAMANAR HILLS 

 

Location : 

9°55'21.6"N 78°02'51.2"E 

 

Samar hills or Samanamalai is an exquisite 

spot, situated in Keelakuyilkudi village, 

located 15 kilometers away from Madurai. 

A small hillock, it is home to caves and 

carvings, dating back to around 1 AD. The 

cavern here is believed to have been 

home to Jain monks about 2000 years 

ago.These hills have caves where Tamil 

Jains resided for over a long period of 

time. It is also called as Thiruvuruvagam. 

Samanar Malai has several Tamil-

Brahmi inscriptions, a number of stone 

beds and many sculptures. The two 

important and famous sculptures are the 

Settipodavu and Pechipallam that show 

images of Jain Tirthankaras made by Jain 

monks in the 9th century CE.These are 

evident from the inscriptions inside here. 

The Settipodavu contains the image 

of Mahavira, the last tirthankara of 

Jainism. The Pechipallam contains eight 

sculptures, including Bahubali and 

Mahavira. 

 

Archaeologists have also found 2000year-

old Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions 

and Vatteluttu writings. The inscriptions 

reveal that hundreds of Jain monks 

took sallekena (fast unto death) 

there. There are flat rocks, called stone 

beds, used by the monks to take rest. 

 

 
SAMANAR HILLS 

 
SETTIPODAVU 

 
PECHIPALLAM 

 

The findings through the Tamil 

inscriptions show that there was a Jain 

monastery at the top of the hill known 

as Maadevi Perumpalli. The Maadevi 

Perumpalli was an educational academy in 

which both Jain monks and nuns studied. 

The kings from the Pandyan Dynasty, who 

ruled Madurai, visited the academy. The 

Kannada students and senior monks 

from Shravanabelagola also stayed there. 
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In the foothills, there is a Karuppanasamy 

temple and lotus pond. Some idols made 

by Jain monks are in Karuppanasamy 

temple. The caves in the hill have been 

damaged by illegal quarrying in the 

region. 

 

 
VARDHAMANA MAHAVIRA, THE 24TH 

TIRTHANKARA 

 

KARUPPANASAMY TEMPLE 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
25 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 15 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 3 KM 
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District  :  

MADURAI 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 31 

SRI MEENAKSHI – SUNDARESWARAR 

TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

9°55'11.0"N 78°07'09.7"E 

 

Synonymous with Madurai is the 

Meenakshi Sundareswarar twin Temple, 

the pivot around which the city has 

evolved. The Meenakshi Temple complex 

is literally a city – one of the largest of its 

kind in India and undoubtedly one of the 

oldest too. The temple grew with the 

contribution of each dynasty and 

victorious monarchs, into an enormous 

complex extending over an area of 65,000 

Sq m. The temple first came into being 

2,000 years ago and was substantially 

expanded during the regime of Thirumalai 

Nayak (1623-55 AD). The Temple was built 

on Dravidian Architecture. The temple 

was destroyed by Muslim Armies in the 

13th Century and the temple was rebuilt 

by the Hindu Nayaka dynasty ruler 

Vishwanatha Nayak in the 16th and 17th 

century. The Nayaka rulers followed the 

Hindu texts on architecture called 

the Shilpa Shastras in redesigning the 

temple city plan and the Meenakshi 

temple. The city was laid out, states 

Lewandowski, in the shape of concentric 

squares and ring-roads around them, with 

radiating streets culminating in the 

Meenakshi - Sundaresvara temple. 

 

Lord Siva in his incarnation as 

Sundareswarar and his fish-eyed spouse, 

Meenakshi, are enshrined in this twin 

temple. There are five massive gateways 

enclosing these two shrines. Even a casual 

visitor is fascinated by the many paintings 

and sculptures. 

 
PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE TEMPLE 

 

 
VIEW OF THE TEMPLE TANK & GOPURAMS 

 

A striking feature of the temple is the 

astonishing structure known as 

“Ayiramkaal Mandapam” or the Hall of 

Thousand Pillars and each pillar features 

high, ornate, bold sculptures that look 

lifelike. Viewed from any angle, these 

pillars appear to be in a straight line, an 

architectural masterpiece indeed. In the 

outermost corridors are situated the 

matchless musical pillars carved out of 

stones. When it is tapped, each pillar 

produces different musical note. 
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“AYIRAMKAAL MANDAPAM” OR THE HALL OF 

THOUSAND PILLARS 

 

 
TEMPLE WALL PAINTING DEPICTING ITS 

FOUNDING LEGEND 

 

 
SCULPTURE INSIDE THE TEMPLE 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
11 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 2 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 7 KM 
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District  :  

MADURAI 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 32 

KALLAZHAGAR TEMPLE, AZHAGAR KOVIL 

 

Location : 

10°04'30.1"N 78°12'47.2"E 

 

Kallazhagar Temple in Alagar Koyil, a 

village in the South Indian state of Tamil 

Nadu, is dedicated to the Hindu 

God Vishnu. Constructed in the Dravidian 

style of architecture, the temple is 

glorified in the Divya Prabandham, the 

early medieval Tamil canon of the 

Azhwar saints from the 6th–9th centuries 

AD. It is one of the 

108 Divyadesams dedicated to Vishnu, 

who is worshipped as Kallazhagar and his 

consort Lakshmi as Thirumamagal.The 

temple is situated on a hill amidst 

panoramic surroundings. The shrine is 

known as Alagarkoil and the hill, 

Solaimalai. The temple also contains some 

beautiful carvings. Palamudirsolai, one of 

the six abodes of Lord Subramaniyam is 

located atop the Hill. 

 

A granite wall surrounds the temple, 

enclosing all its shrines. The temple has a 

seven-tiered rajagopuram. The temple is 

surrounded by a large fort, part of which 

is dilapidated. 

 

 

 
KALLAZHAGAR TEMPLE IN ALAGAR KOYIL 

 
PILLARED HALLS OF KALYANA 

MANDAPAM, WHERE RARE 

VIJAYANAGARA PERIOD IMAGES ARE 

HOUSED IN THE SCULPTED PILLARS 
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SCULPTURED IMAGES OF GOD VISHNU IN 

DIFFERENT AVATARS –NARASIMHA, 

VARAHA, VAMANA 

 

GARUDA VAHANA OF GOD VISHNU CARRYING 

HIM 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
38 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 23 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 18 KM 
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District  :  

MADURAI 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 33 

THIRUPPARANKUNDRAM TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

9°52'46.8"N 78°04'15.8"E 

 

One of the six special abodesdedicated to 

Lord Murugan or Lord Subrahmanya is 

located 8 Kms South of Madurai. The 

importance of this temple is that the 

marriage of Lord Subrahmanya with 

Devayanai, the daughter of Indra, was 

celebrated here. The Cave shrines here 

are calculated as 8th century creations of 

the Pandiyans. The Sanctum Sanctorum is 

carved out of a single rock and the temple 

is believed to be in existence for many 

centuries. The walls and the pillars have 

fascinating carvings. 

 

Thiruparankundram Murugan Temple 

or Subramanya Swamy Temple is a Hindu 

temple and one of the Six Abodes of God 

Murugan, located at Thiruparankundram. 

The temple is built in rock-cut architecture 

and believed to have been built by 

the Pandyas during the 6th century. 

According to the legend it is 

where Murugan slayed the demon 

Surapadman and married Deivayanai, the 

divine daughter of the king of 

heaven, God Indra, and he is said to have 

worshipped Shiva here as Parangirinathar. 

Inscriptional evidences point out that this 

temple, being carved out of a hill and the 

rock-cut architecture dating back to the 

Pandya period of 6th century and the life-

sized sculptures in the mandapas are from 

the Nayaka period during the 16th 

century. An Aasthaana Mandapa with 

several artistically carved pillars leads to 

the 150 feet (46 m) high seven-tiered 

Rajagopuram (Temple Entrance 

Tower). The granite hill behind the temple 

is 1,050 ft (320 m) has a shrine of Kasi 

Viswanatha at the top. The image of 

Vinayaka in the temple is holding 

sugarcane and fruits. 

The Kambathadi Mandapam, Ardha 

Mandapam and Mahamandapam, the 

three halls leading to the sanctum, are 

situated at varying elevations. The main 

shrine is an early rock cut temple which 

has cells that house the sanctums of 

Subramanyam, Durga, Vinayakar, Shiva 

and Vishnu. All the statues are carved on 

the wall of the parankundram rock. 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 9 
KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 8 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 14 KM 
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THIRUPARANKUNDRAM MURUGAN TEMPLE 

 
SCULPTURE SHOWING THE DIVINE MARRIAGE 

 

 
GAJASURASAMHARA, FORM OF SHIVA 

 

 
VISHNU AS ULAGALANTHA PERUMAL 
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District  :  

MADURAI 

 

Category :  

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place  : 34 

PAZHAMUDIRCHOLAI MURUGAN 

TEMPLE 

 

Location : 

10°05'39.5"N 78°13'24.6"E 

 

Pazhamudircholai Murugan Temple is 

a Hindu temple, located atop a hill 

covered with dense forests. It is also 

known by the name Solamalai Murugan 

Temple. One of the six important abodes 

(Arupadaiveedu) of Lord Muruga, it is 

close to the Vishnu Temple of Azhagar 

Kovil. It is said that the Azhagar Kovil was 

the actual temple for the main deity of the 

temple, and the deity was later shifted or 

relocated to Pazhamudircholai 

during Thirumalai Nayak's rule in Madurai. 

 

There is a famous legend associated with 

the temple – it is said that Avvaiyar, a 

famous Tamil poet and a Muruga Bakthai 

(Lord Murugan Devotee), came here when 

her knowledge was put to test by Lord 

Murugan, taking the form of a small boy. 

It is firmly believed that this episode took 

place at a tree near the temple and the 

tree is worshipped even today. 

 

This is a holy shrine venerated by the 

Skanda puranam and by Nakkeerar’s 

Thirumurugatrupadai of the Sangam 

period. Arunagirinathar’s Thirupugazh also 

reveres this shrine. 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
41 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 25 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 20 KM 

 

 
TEMPLE 

 

 
HOLY TREE 
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District  :  

MADURAI 

 

Category :  

OTHERS 

 

Place  : 35 

GANDHI MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

 

Location : 

9°55'48.4"N 78°08'19.0"E 

 

Gandhi Memorial Museum is housed in 

the old Palace of Rani Mangammalthe 

Museum depicts the highlights of the 

freedom struggle and contains a picture 

gallery of the Gandhian movement. A 

gallery of relics, Khadi and village 

industries section and South Indian 

Handicrafts section.It includes a part of 

the blood-stained garment worn by 

Gandhi when he was assassinated 

by Nathuram Godse. 

 

Gandhi Memorial Museum in Madurai 

comes under the Peace Museums 

Worldwide selected by United Nations 

Organisation (UNO). 

 

COLLECTIONS IN THE MUSEUM 

 

The museum has an original letter written 

personally by Gandhiji to Narayanan 

Sathsangi of Devakottai. A congratulatory 

message sent by Gandhiji to freedom 

fighter and poet Subramania Bharati is 

also preserved in this museum. Another 

interesting letter is the one written by the 

Mahatma Gandhi to Adolf Hitler 

addressing him as "Dear Friend". 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
18 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 5 KM 

 
Madurai Bus Stand – 3 KM 

 

 
MUSEUM 

 
INSIDE VIEW  

 
 

 
GALLERY  
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District  :  

PUDUKKOTTAI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES  

 

Place: 36 

CHITHANNAVASAL (SITTHANNAVASAL) 

 

Location : 

10°27'19.6"N 78°43'28.2"E 

 

Chithannavasal is a Prominent Tourist 

Centre of Pudukottai District. It is located 

on the Annavasal – Pudukottai Road at a 

distance of 17 km from Pudukottai. In 

ancient days, the Jain Monks used to live 

in cave and hillocks so as to perform their 

ascetic life. They polished the hill for the 

purpose of poojas and penance in the 

open shelter. This type of Jain temple and 

Jain beds are found in Sittannavasal and 

surrounding places. The Eastern side of 

the Sittannavasal hill has more than 17 

beds. The rare Brahmi Tamil script 

inscriptions are found near the beds. The 

Jain Beds are collectively known as Ezhadi 

pattam. 

 

A second century Jain temple in 

Chithannavasal consists of a Mahavir 

statue on both sides of wall that is 

considered a ‘Meditation Hall’ or Arivar 

temple. The ceiling of the Arivar temple 

are full of Fresco herbal painting dates 

back to Mahendravarma Pallava. Paintings 

of a royal couple and a lotus tank with 

marine creatures are notable fresco 

paintings. These paintings are considered 

to be the next of Ajantha cave Paintings at 

Aurangabad. The cave temples are under 

the control of Archaeological Survey of 

India. 

The Excavations of Archaeological Survey 

of India reveals that the surroundings of 

the Chithannavasal have earthern burial 

pots. These pots are known as 

Muthumakkal Thazhi. After death the Jain 

monks are kept in the pot and buried in 

the Burial Ground. 
 

 
Tiruchirapalli Airport – 45 KM 

 

Nearest Railway Station 
Pudukkottai – 18 KM 

 

Tiruchirappalli Central Bus Stand 
– 45 KM 

 

CHITHANNAVASAL-ENTRANCE

HILL VIEW 
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PAINTINGS 
 

 

JAIN STATUE 

BOATING LONG SIDE 
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District :  

PUDUKKOTTAI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES  

  

Place: 37 

KUDIMIYANMALAI 

 

Location:  

10°25'01.0"N 78°39'32.0"E 

 

 

It is located at a distance of 20 km from 

Pudukkottai. The cave temples situated 

here are a testimony for ancient art and 

culture. There is a Siva temple on a hillock 

dedicated to Sikkanatheeswarer and life 

size sculptures were surrounded by this 

temple. There are more than 100 

inscriptions, a highlight of an inscription, 

expresses the gramatical notes of Carnatic 

music. There is a famous Agricultural 

College owned and maintained by 

Government of Tamilnadu. 

 

 
Tiruchirapalli Airport – 45 KM 

 

Nearest Railway Station 
Pudukkottai – 18 KM 

 

Tiruchirappalli Central Bus Stand 
– 45 KM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
KUDUMIYANMALAI - HILL 

 
TEMPLE 

 
27 STAR CEILING 
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AMBAL STATUE 

 
PILLAIYAR STATUE 

 
BIRDSTATUE

 
YALI STATUE 
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MEENALOCHI STATUE 

 
SANCTUM 

 
THUVARABALAGAR STATUE 

 
MUSICAL INSCRIPTION 

 
KING INSCRIPTION 

 
HISTROY INSCRIPTION 
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District  :  

PUDUKKOTTAI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES  

 

Place  : 38  

THIRUMAYAM FORT 
 

Location :  

10°14'52.2"N 78°45'05.0"E 

 

Kings construct Fort and palaces, so as to 

protect the subjects from enemy country 

and a residential area for the royal family. 

Similar type of Fort existed in Thirumayam 

at a distance of 18kms from Pudukkotai. It 

was built by Sethupathy Vijaya Ragunatha 

Thevar of Ramanathapuram in 1687 A.D. 

The actual fort is two times greater than 

the fort as we have seen today. The main 

entrance of the fort is situated one km 

away from the present structure. A rock 

cut Siva temple and a Vishnu temples with 

different statues, Darbar Hall, some 

inscriptions and pillared corridor were 

situated at the foot of the hillock adjacent 

of the Fort. It is under the control of the 

Archaeological Survey of India 

 

 
Tiruchirapalli Airport – 45 KM 

 

Nearest Railway Station 
Pudukkottai – 18 KM 

 
Thirumayam Bus Stand – 0.5 KM 

 

 
 

 

 
FORT VIEW 

 
FORT WALL 

 
FORT- LAKSHMI NARASIMHARCAVE SIVAN

 
FORT CANNON 



Prep by:   Page 83 of 211 

 
CAVE SIVAN 

 
PILLAR HALL 

 
BARB 
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District  :  

PUDUKKOTTAI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE   

 

Place  : 39 

AVUDAIYARKOIL 

 

Location :  

10°04'33.6"N 79°02'35.1"E 

 

The temple is dedicated to Athmanatha 

samy situated in Avudayar Koil,at a 

distance of 60 km from Pudukkottai, 

contain life-size sculptures. The roof of 

the Avudaiyar Koil made up of copper 

plate similar to that of the Nataraja 

temple at Chidambaram has golden 

plates.The temple is noted for its granite 

roof work.The saint Manickavasagar is 

given attention in this temple 

 

 
Tiruchirapalli Airport – 95 KM 

 

Nearest Railway Station 
Pudukkottai – 46 KM 

 
Karaikudi New Bus Stand – 45 KM 

 

 

 

 
COUNCEL STATUE 

 
MANICKAVASAKAR SABHA 

 
TEMPLE HISTROY INSCRIPTION 

 
CEILING RASI MANDALA STATUE 
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LORD SIVA PAINTING 

 
CEILING FLOWER STATUE 

 
SWAMY VEERAPATHIRAR STATUE 
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District  :  

SIVAGANGAI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 40 

KEEZHADI 

 

Location :  

9°51'47.2"N 78°10'55.8"E 

 

Keeladi, also spelt Keezhadi, is a small 

village near Silaiman on the border 

between Madurai and Sivagangai districts 

in Tamil Nadu, India. 

 

An Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 

excavation in Keeladi revealed a Sangam 

era settlement dated to the 2nd century 

BCE by radiocarbon dating. The Roman 

artifacts found at the site add to the 

evidence of ancient trade relations 

between the Romans and the Pandya 

kingdom.Initially, this site was estimated 

to be from the period third century BC to 

the tenth century AD. Two additional 

samples have been sent for carbon dating 

from this excavation for further 

confirmations. The results in July 2017 

confirmed that the center was about 

2,200 years ago 

 

Almost 48 square pits have been cut off, 

including frosts, brick walls, roof tiles, 

pottery, mimic accessories, skeletal tools, 

iron Vel, and Tamil-Brahmi letters etched 

plates. This place is considered to be 

Pandyan dynasty's city called 

"Perumanalur", the pioneer of literature. 

 

Buildings 

More than 10 buildings have been found 

in the bottom. This is a strong proof that 

this is a developed city. "The excavation 

has changed the claim that there were no 

buildings in the Sangam period 

 

Canals and Sewage System 

Water supply and wastewater are 

considered important landmarks of civil 

development. At the bottom, "there are 

buildings with sewage canal facility that 

are made of ceramic tube." 

 

Ring Wells and Brick Walls 

Ancient earthenware ring wells were 

found here. Archaeologist Velappan said 

that this proves the ancient tradition of 

Tamils used these wells in river shores and 

ponds for water. The brick buildings in the 

beginning of history have been regarded 

rare but large amounts of brick buildings 

are found that inspire researchers. 

 

Pottery 

The rouletted, arretine-type ceramics 

brought by merchants demonstrate the 

business connection with the Roman 

Empire. It is noteworthy that such 

products have been discovered. 

Furthermore, there are also black and red 

parchment fragments from ancient 

history, white-colored black, red papillae 

and reddish-pitted pieces. The russet 

composite ponds in Tamil Nadu are still 

considered in connection with the Kongu 

area, as it is available also in the Kongu 

Nadu. There Tamil words engraved on the 

potteries mention the names of 

individuals like 'Aathan', 'Uthiran' and 

'Thisan'. 
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Ornaments and antiquities 

There are sponges, marble, agate beads, 

green, yellow and blue glass beads found 

here. There are also elephant tusks, 

copper ointment and sheets of wire. The 

various rare artifacts including iron edged 

corners, stylus, terracotta stamps, 

diaphragm tiles, firefly toys are found 

 
EXCAVATION SITE 

 
 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
19 KM 

 
Madurai Junction – 14 KM 

 

Madurai Integrated Bus Terminus 
– 14 KM 

 

 
POTTERY 

 
BRICK WALL 
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District  :  

THANJAVUR 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES   

 

Place: 41 

BIG (BRIHADEESHWARA) TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

10°46′58″N 79°07′54″E  

 

The Big Temple of Thanjavur is a stunning 

monument that speaks volumes about the 

architectural mastery of the Chola era. 

This 212 ft (64.8 meter) towering Shiva 

temple is home to one of the largest Shiva 

Lingas of the country. A majestic Nandhi 

(bull), measuring a gigantic 19.4‘x 8.23’ x 

12’ (5.94 x 2.51 x 3.66 in meters) stands 

guard over the temple. This is the second 

largest Nandhi in India and is carved out 

of a single stone.The temple complex 

integrates a large pillared and covered 

veranda (prakara) in its spacious 

courtyard, with a perimeter of about 450 

metres (1,480 ft) for circumambulation. 

Outside this pillared veranda there are 

two walls of enclosure, the outer one 

being defensive and added in 1777 CE by 

the French colonial forces with gun-holes 

with the temple serving as an arsenal. 

They made the outer wall high, isolating 

the temple complex area. On its east end 

is the original main gopuram or gateway 

that is barrel vaulted. It is less than half 

the size of the main temple's vimana. 

Additional structures were added to the 

original temple after the 11th century, 

such as a mandapa in its northeast corner 

and additional gopurams (gateways) on its 

perimeters to allow people to enter and 

leave from multiple locations. Everything 

about this temple is big, majestic. No 

wonder it is referred to as The Big Temple. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 60 KM 

 
Thanjavur Junction – 3 KM 

 
Thanjavur New Bus Stand – 6 KM 

 

 
TOP VIEW 

 
 RAJA GOPURAM 

https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Brihadisvara_Temple,_Thanjavur&params=10_46_58_N_79_07_54_E_type:landmark_region:IN
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ENTRANCE 

 
INSIDE VIEW 

  



Prep by:   Page 90 of 211 

District  :  

THANJAVUR 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES   

 

Place: 42 

AIRAVATESVARA TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

10°56′54″N 79°21′24″E 

 

Airavatesvara Temple is a Hindu temple of 

Dravidian architecture located in the town 

of Darasuram, near Kumbakonam in the 

South Indian state of Tamil Nadu. This 

temple, built by Rajaraja Chola II in the 

12th century CE is an UNESCO World 

Heritage Site, along with the 

Brihadeeswara Temple at Thanjavur, the 

Gangaikondacholisvaram Temple at 

Gangaikonda Cholapuram that are 

referred to as the Great Living Chola 

Temples. 

The Airavatesvarar temple is one among a 

cluster of eighteen medieval era large 

Hindu temples in the Kumbakonam area. 

The temple is dedicated to Shiva. It also 

reverentially displays Vaishnavism and 

Shaktism traditions of Hinduism, along 

with the legends associated with 

Nayanmars – the Bhakti movement saints 

of Shaivism. 

 

The stone temple incorporates a chariot 

structure, and includes major Vedic and 

Puranic deities such as Indra, Agni, 

Varuna, Vayu, Brahma, Surya, Vishnu, 

Saptamtrikas, Durga, Saraswati, Sri devi 

(Lakshmi), Ganga, Yamuna, Subrahmanya, 

Ganesha, Kama, Rati and others.Shiva's 

consort has a dedicated shrine called the 

Periya Nayaki Amman temple. This is a 

detached temple situated to the north of 

the Airavateshvarar temple. This might 

have been a part of the main temple 

when the outer courts were complete. At 

present, parts of the temple such as the 

gopuram is in ruins, and the main temple 

and associated shrines stand alone. It has 

two sun dials namely morning and 

evening sun dials which can be seen as 

wheels of the chariot. The temple 

continues to attract large gatherings of 

Hindu pilgrims every year during Magha, 

while some of the images such as those of 

Durga and Shiva are part of special pujas. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 99 KM 

 

Kumbakonam Railway Station – 6 
KM 

 
Kumbakonam Bus Stand – 5 KM 

 

 
TEMPLE VIEW  

https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Airavatesvara_Temple&params=10.94841111112_N_79.356708333397_E_
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NANDHI 

 
SHIVA FLANKED BY BRAHMA (LEFT) AND VISHNU

 
BULL AND ELEPHANT RELIEF 

 
 CHARIOT 

 
CHARIOT-SHAPED AGRA-MANDAPAM 

 
INSCRIPTION 
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District  :  

THANJAVUR 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE  

 

Place: 43 

NAVAGRAHA TEMPLE  

 

The Navagraha temples in Tamil Nadu are 

a cluster of Navagraha Temples dating 

from the Chola dynasty near 

Kumbakonam. As per Hindu legend, Sage 

Kalava was suffering from serious ailments 

along with leprosy. He prayed to the 

Navagrahas, the nine planet deities. The 

planets were pleased by his devotion and 

cured him. Brahma, the Hindu god of 

creation, was angered as he felt that the 

planets have no powers to provide boons 

to humans. He cursed the nine planets 

and they were sent down to earth in 

Vellurukku Vanam, the white wild flower 

jungle – the modern time Suryanar Kovil. 

The planets prayed to Shiva to relieve 

them off the curse. Impressed, Shiva 

appeared in front of them and assured 

that the place belonged to them and that 

they would have to grace the devotees 

worshipping them from the place. 

 

Each temple is located in a different 

village, and is considered an abode of one 

of the Navagrahas. However, the majority 

of these temples are dedicated to Shiva. 

The Surya temple is the only one 

dedicated to the Graham. In fact, it is 

dedicated entirely to the worship of the 

Sun-God and the other navagrahas, the 

former being the object of worship as the 

principal deity and the latter as attendant 

deities. It was built around the 11th or 

12th century C.E. The other temples were 

built earlier, dating back to 7th-9th 

century 

 

Nearest Airport: Tiruchirappalli.  

 

Nearest Junction: Kumbakonam  

 

 

Suryanar Kovil Temple, Sun – Suryan 

 

Location :  

11°01'51.3"N 79°28'41.8"E 

 

 
Suryanar Kovil Temple is dedicated to God 

Sun, situated near the town of 

Kumbakonam. The temple is a historic Sun 

temple in India and the only temple in the 

state which hasall 9 shrines of Navagraha. 

 

 Thiruvaiyaru Bus Stand (5 Km) 

 

 

Kailasanathar Temple, Moon - Chandran 

 

Location :  

10°53'51.0"N 79°07'51.1"E 

 

Kailasanthar Temple has a separate shrine 

for Moon, situated in the village of 

Thingalur. Thingalur Chandran is one of 

the nine Navagraha sthalas. 
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 Thiruvaiyaru Bus Stand (5 Km) 
 

 

Vaitheeswaran Koil Temple,  

Mars - Angaragan 

 

Location :  

11°11'50.3"N 79°42'44.4"E 

 

 
Vaitheeswaran Koil Temple is associated 

with the planet Mars and one of the nine 

planets temples in South India. The 

temple is dedicated to the Lord Shiva 

wherehe is worshipped as the God of 

Healing. 

 

 

 Sirkazhi New Bus Stand (7 Km) 
 

 

Swetharanyeswarar Temple, Mercury -

Budha 

 

District  :  

NAGAPATTINAM 

(was situated in old Thanjavur district) 

 

Location :  

11°10'31.6"N 79°48'34.2"E 

 

 
Swetharanyeswarar Temple is dedicated 

to Agora Murthi, incarnate of Lord Shiva in 

the village of Thiruvenkadu. This temple is 

famous for unique structure of pools and 

furious incarnation of Lord Shiva. 

 

 

Thirukadaiyur Bus Stop (16 Km) 

 

 

Apatsahayesvarar Temple, Jupiter - Guru 

 

Location :  

10°49'48.9"N 79°24'39.3"E 

 

 
Apatsahayesvarar Temple is dedicated to 

planet Jupiter, located in the village of 

Alangudi. The temple is one of the most 

popular Shiva temple where Lord Shiva 

isworshipped as Dakshinamoorthy. 

 

Kumbakonam Bus Stand (17 Km) 
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Agniswarar Temple, Venus - Sukran 

 

Location :  

11°02'47.4"N 79°29'40.4"E 

 
Agniswarar Temple is dedicated to planet 

Venus, located near the village of 

Kanjanur in Kumbakonam and one of the 

9 Navagraha sthalas in Cauvery Delta 

region. 

 

 Kombakonam Bus Stand (17 Km) 

 

 

Tirunallar Saniswaran Temple, Saturn- 

Shani 

 

Location : 

10°55'32.9"N 79°47'30.1"E  

 

 
Tirunallar Saniswaran Temple is dedicated 

to Lord Sani and located in Thirunallar. 

The temple is classified as Paadal Petra 

Sthalam and the presiding deity is 

Dharbaranyeswarar. 

 

Karaikal Bus Stand (6 Km) 
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Rahu Stalam Temple, Rahu 

 

Location :  

10°57'55.1"N 79°36'08.6"E 

 

 

 
 

Rahu Stalam Temple has numerous 

shrines and and classified as Paadal Petra 

Sthalam, located on the bank of the river 

Kaveri near Kumbakonam. The temple has 

shrines of Rahu, Lord Shiva, Maha 

Bhairava, Ganesha and Goddess Lakshmi. 

 
 

 Kumbakonam Bus Stand (30 Km) 

 

 

Nagannathaswamy Temple, Ketu 

 

Location :  

11°08'07.6"N 79°50'07.5"E 

 

Naganatha Swamy Temple presiding deity 

is Ketu but Naganatha Swamy of Lord 

Shiva is the main idol. The temple is one 

of the nine Navagraha sthalas located in 

the Cauvery Delta region. 

 

 

Mayiladuthurai Old Bus Stand,    

(20 Km) 
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District  :  

THANJAVUR 

 

Category: 

OTHERS 

 

Place: 44 

KALLANAI DAM 

 

Location :  

10°49'49.3"N 78°49'07.6"E 

 

Kallanai (also known as the Grand Anicut) 

is an ancient dam, which is built across the 

Kaveri River in Thogur - Koviladi village. 

Located at a distance of 15 km from 

Tiruchirappalli, the dam was originally 

constructed by the Chola king Karikalan in 

c. 100 BC – c. 100 AD.It is the fourth-

oldest water-diversion or water-regulator 

structure in the world and the oldest in 

India, which is still in use. The idea behind 

the construction of the dam was to divert 

the river to the delta districts thereby 

boosting irrigation. 

Since the English arrived in the eighteenth 

century, the Kallanai has been tampered 

with and other hydraulic structures have 

been added nearby 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 28 KM 

 
Tiruchirappalli Junction – 23 KM 

 
Tiruchirappalli Bus Stand – 25 KM 
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District  :  

NAGAPATTINAM 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Places: 45 

KAVERIPOOMPATTINAM 

 

Location :  

11°08'30.2"N 79°51'23.7"E 

 

Poompuhar, also called 

"Kaveripoompattinam" is an ancient 

historic town situated in Sirkali Taluk. An 

archaeologist’s delight, Poompuhar is a 

town for those who like to wander amidst 

history and take a stroll through time. 

 

It was once a major port during the reign 

of Cholas. The Kaveri, merging with the 

bellowing sea, was known as "Puhar", but 

to the exquisite beauty of the port town it 

came to be called "Poompuhar". 

 

History of Poompuhar: 

 

Details of Poompuhar have been read in 

the Brahmi-inscription dating back to the 

second century BC in 'Barkuth' of North 

India. The historical details of Poompuhar 

have also been found in the inscriptions of 

Sayavanam Temple at Poompuhar. The 

ancient Kings like Sembiyan, 

Musugundam, Manuneethi Cholan and 

Karikal Cholan who carried myths with 

them, added to the glory of Poompuhar 

town. Poompuhar grew into a great city 

during the reign of Karikal Cholan. Even 

after Sangam Chola's period Poompuhar 

occupied a significant place during the 

regime of Kalabras. After the Kalabras in 

the 6th century AD, Poompuhar came 

under the Pallava regime and during that 

time the Pallavaneeswaran temple was 

built by them. With the rise of later Cholas 

in 850 AD the city regained its past glory. 

It is mentioned as "Rajathiraja Valanaattu 

Nangoor Naattu Kaveripoompattinam" in 

the Sayavanam temple inscription of 

Vikrama Cholan in the same temple, calls 

the town "Puhar Nagaram". Later 

Kopperunchingan also contributed to the 

grandeur of the place. After the Sangam 

Chola period the Bay of Bengal swallowed 

a major part of Poompuhar town. Though 

Poompuhar became a prey of times, still a 

few small villages remain a silent witness 

to the cruelty of times. Thirusaikadu 

(Sayavanam), Pallavaneeswaram, 

Melapperumpallam, Keelaperumpallam, 

Keezaiyur and Vanagiri are mortal remains 

of ancient Poompuhar. 

 

Excavations at Poompuhar: 

 

The Sea submerged the original city and at 

present there is only a small village. 

Explorations were carried out in 

Poompuhar right from 1910, along the 

coast of the state and certain pockets in 

and around Karur. The archaeological 

department has revealed the existence of 

several ring-wells near the seashore. 

Puhar known to Ptolemy and Pliny, was a 

planned city built over 2000 years ago. 

Excavations show an extent of planning 

that would make most modern planners 

envious. During the excavations, remains 

of the various buildings were found. A 

wharf belonging to the 3rd century BC was 

excavated at Poompuhar in 1962-63 and a 
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similar wharf was unearthed in the 

subsequent excavation during 1997. 

Several kinds of brick figures and copper 

coins were also found. 

 

The structural similarities and their 

functional viability are studied. The 

existence of such wharves corroborates 

the plan of ancient Poompuhar, which is 

splendidly explained by the Pattinappalai, 

one of the Sangam texts. The study 

stresses the need for further extensive 

excavations along the course of the 

palaeo channel to open up new vistas in 

the technology of marine structures of 

ancient Poompuhar. The National 

Institute of Oceanography, Goa and the 

Archaeological Department of Tamil Nadu 

Government have undertaken offshore 

exploration at Poompuhar and setup a 

museum 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 161 KM 

 

Mayiladuthurai Railway Station – 
29 KM 

 
Poombuhar Bus Stand – 0.65 KM 

 

 
POOMPUHAR ART GALLERY 

 

 
NEDUNGAL MANDRAM 

 
BUDDHA MONASTERY 

 
BUDDHA FEET 
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EXCAVATED SITE WITH EXPOSED STRUCTURE & 

RING WELL 

WHARF UNEARTHED 

 

 

 
UNDER WATER EXCAVATION 

 

 

 
CHATHUKKA BOOTHAM 

 
POOMPUHAR BEACH 
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District  :  

NAGAPATTINAM 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 46 

THARANGAMPADI 

 

Location :  

11°01'25.0"N 79°51'17.4"E 

 

It is 35-km north of Nagappattinam on the 

coastal line of Bay of Bengal. The Danish 

fort and buildings with Danish 

architecture are the attractions of 

Tranquebar. Even now the Danish Fort 

built in 1620 exists to exhibit Danish 

architecture 

 

The 17th and 18th century antiquities and 

relics from the Vijayanagara Empire and 

Thanjavur Nayak kingdom, which 

authorized, allowed, and sanctioned the 

afore mentioned Danish port township 

connected with the colonial period and 

Danish settlement at Tharangampadi are 

exhibited. The museum contains porcelain 

ware, Danish manuscripts, glass objects, 

Chinese tea jars, steatitle lamps, 

decorated terracotta objects, figurines, 

lamps, stones, sculptures, swords, 

daggers, spears, sudai (stucco) figurines 

and wooden objects. There is also part of 

a whale skeleton, a giant sawfish rostrum 

and small cannonballs. 

 
 

Construction of Fort Dansborg started in 

1620. Many parts of the fort have been 

reconstructed several times. Dansborg is 

the second largest Danish fort ever 

constructed, with Kronborg in Helsingør 

being the largest. The rampart wall is a 

fairly large four sided structure, with 

bastions at each cardinal point. A single 

storied building was constructed along 

three inner sides of the rampart, with 

barracks, warehouse, kitchen, and jail. The 

rooms on the southern side remain in 

good condition, but the rooms on the 

western and northern sides have been 

substantially damaged. On the eastern 

side of the fort, there was a two storied 

building facing the sea. It was the main 

building of the fort. The vaulted lower 

storey served as a warehouse, while the 

vaulted upper storey contained the 

church and the lodgings of the governor, 

the senior merchants, and the chaplain. 

The sea on the eastern and western side 

protected the fort. The fort was 

surrounded by a moat, access to the fort 

being over a drawbridge. The moat has 

completely disappeared. 
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Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 159 KM 

 

Mayiladuthurai Railway Station – 
32 KM, Nagapattinam Junction – 
36 KM 

 

New Porayar Bus Station, Porayar 
Rd, Porayar – 2 KM 
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District  :  

NAGAPATTINAM 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 47 

BASILICA OF OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH 

 

Location :  

10°40′48″N 79°50′59″E 

 

Velankanni Church is dedicated to Our 

Lady of Health. Every day thousands of 

pilgrims visit this Church seeking the 

blessings of the shrine. The Church is built 

in Goethic style of architecture and with 

sky-reaching towers. The Church is also 

known as the 'Mecca of the Christians', 

'Sacred Arogya Matha Church' and 

'Lourdes of the East'. Devotees from all 

faiths visit here for curing their ailments. 

 

There is a hall in the Museum where 

offerings are displayed. This church is 

considered a very powerful holy place in 

India. For many people, their medical 

ailments are cured here. 

 

It is believed that sometime in 16th 

century, Virgin Mary had appeared to a 

shepherd boy when he was resting under 

a Banyan tree near a pond, and asked him 

for milk to quench the thirst of her infant 

son. The shepherd gave her the milk and 

returned to his master only to see that the 

milk vessel kept filling up with milk, 

following which a small chapel was built 

on the spot. The pond is later known as 

'Matha Kulam'. Again in 16th century 

Mother Mary appeared before a lame boy 

and healed him, following that, the actual 

church was constructed. 

 

A few years later, Portuguese merchant 

sailors were rescued from a violent storm 

which wrecked their ship. They were 

taken by the local fishermen to the local 

thatched chapel and as a mark of their 

gratitude they built a permanent church 

there. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 153 KM 

 
Nagapattinam Junction – 13 KM 

 
Velankanni Bus Stand – 1 KM 

 

 

https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Basilica_of_Our_Lady_of_Good_Health&params=10_40_48_N_79_50_59_E_type:landmark_region:IN
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CHURCH EXTENSION  
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District  :  

NAGAPATTINAM 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES  

 

Place: 48 

NAGORE DARGAH  

 

Location :  

10°49'05.9"N 79°50'28.7"E 

 

It is also called Nagoor Dargah or Syed 

Shahul Hameed Dargah or Nagore 

Andavar Dargah  is a dargah built over the 

tomb of the Sufi Saint QUTHUBUL AKTHAB 

FARDHUL AHBAB AS SYED SADHADH 

KANJUL KARAMATH SAHIBUL ISHARATH 

SYEDINA SHAHUL HAMEED MEERAN 

SULTHAN KADHIRWALI KANJASAVAY 

KANJABAKSHU KADHIRI WA SHATTARI 

[RALI] (1490–1579 CE).  

 

It is located in Nagore, a coastal town. 

Shahul Hamid is believed to have 

performed many miracles in Nagore, and 

cured the physical affliction of King 

Achutappa Nayak, a 16th-century Hindu 

ruler of Thanjavur. He is locally referred to 

as Nagore Andavar, meaning the "Ruler of 

Nagore". Nagore Dargah as it stands now 

is believed to have been built by ardent 

devotees of Shahul Hamid, with major 

contribution from Hindus. There are five 

minarets in the dargah, with the Hindu 

Maratha ruler of Thanjavur Pratap Singh 

(1739–1763 CE), building the tallest 

minaret. The dargah is a major pilgrimage 

centre that attracts pilgrims from both 

Islam and Hinduism, symbolizing peaceful 

coexistence between the two religions.  

 

The most prominent event celebrated at 

Nagore dargah is the Kanduri festival, a 

fourteen-day commemoration of the 

death anniversary of Shahul Hamid. 

Common worship practices at Nagore 

Dargah include the presentation of 

offerings, accompanied by the playing of 

musical instruments like nadaswaram, a 

typical of Hindu religious tradition. The 

Shifa Gunta, a pool within the precincts of 

the dargah, is considered sacred and 

pilgrims take a holy dip in it. The 

hereditary Khalifa (Sufi saint), selected 

from among the descendants of Saint 

Yusuf, performs all the official and 

religious duties of the dargah 

 

Achutappa Nayak, the king of Thanjavur 

during the 16th century, donated 200 

acres of land to the entourage of Shahul, 

after the saint cured the king's affliction. 

The dargah was built on a part of the land 

donated by Nayak. Shahul Hamid is 

believed to have predicted his death and 

advised his adopted son Yusuf about his 

burial location and rites to be performed 

after his death. Yusuf performed the rites 

as per the instructions and decided to stay 

there for the rest of his life. A mausoleum 

was constructed over the grave. Devotees 

of Shahul, who continued to believe in his 

powers after his death, venerated the site 

of the burial. The shrine was initially a 

smaller one and gradually gained 

prominence. Pratap Singh (1739–1763 

A.D.), the Hindu Maratha ruler of 

Thanjavur prayed for a son and built the 

tallest of the five minarets (called Periya 

Manara locally) with a height of 131 ft (40 

m) once his wish was fulfilled. The 
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Marathas of the later period were patrons 

to the dargah, with the Maratha king 

Thuljaji, the son of Pratap Singh, donating 

4,000 acres (1,600 ha) of agricultural land 

to the dargah. During the last quarter of 

18th century, when there was conflict 

between European powers, the Nawab of 

Arcot, the Maratha kings and Tipu Sultan 

of Mysore over Thanjavur region, the 

dargah was considered strategically 

important by all of them. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 146 KM 

 
Nagapattinam Junction – 8 KM 

 

Nagapattinam New Bus Stand – 6 
KM 

 

 
NAGORE DARGAH  

 
MINARET OF THE DARGAH 

 
NAGORE DARGAH – ENTRANCE  
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District  :  

NAGAPATTINAM 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 49 

POINT CALIMERE 

 

Location :  

10°17'16.1"N 79°51'54.4"E 

 

Kodiakkarai also called Point Calimere or 

Cape Calimere is a low headland on the 

Coromandel Coast. It is the apex of the 

Cauvery River delta, and marks a nearly 

right-angle turn in the coastline. A historic 

landmark here was the Chola lighthouse, 

destroyed in the tsunami of 2004. It is 

designated as Ramsar Convention site 

since August 2002. 

 

The forests of Point Calimere, also known 

the Vedaranyam forests, are one of the 

last remnants of the dry evergreen forests 

that were once typical of the East Deccan 

dry evergreen forest’s eco region. The 

Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary, with an 

area of 24.17 km2, was created on June 

13, 1967. The sanctuary includes the cape 

and its three natural habitat types: dry 

evergreen forests, mangrove forests, and 

wetlands. In 1988, the sanctuary was 

enlarged to include the Great Vedaranyam 

Swamp and the Talaignayar Reserve 

Forest, and renamed the Point Calimere 

Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary, with a total 

area of 377 km2. Point Calimere is home 

to the endangered endemic Indian 

blackbuck and is one of the few known 

wintering locations of the spoon-billed 

sandpiper. It also holds large wintering 

populations of greater flamingos in India. 

The area is dotted with salt pans and 

these hold large crustacean populations 

that support the wintering bird life. 

Pesticide residues running off from 

agricultural fields and shrimp farms have 

entered the ecosystem and many species 

have high concentrations of DDT and HCH 

in their tissue. 

 

Point Calimere is also associated with the 

mythological Hindu epic, The Ramayana. 

The highest point of the cape, at an 

elevation of 4 m, is Ramarpatham,"Rama’s 

feet" in Tamil. A stone slab bears the 

impressions of two feet and is understood 

to be the place where Rama stood and 

reconnoitered Ravana’s kingdom in Sri 

Lanka, which lies 48 km. to the south. It is 

referred to by writer Kalki in his historical 

novel Ponniyin Selvan. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 174 KM 

 
Tiruturaipundi Junction – 52 KM 

 
Vedaranyam Bus Stand – 16 KM 
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POINT CALIMERE 

 

 
FLAMINGOS   
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES   

 

Place: 50 

VATTAKOTAI  

 

Location :  

8°07'33.4"N 77°33'53.4"E 

 

Vattakottai Fort is a seaside fort near 

Kanyakumari, the southern tip of India. It 

was a coastal defence-fortification and 

barracks in the erstwhile Travancore 

kingdom. 

 
It was constructed in the 18th century by 

the Venad kings of Travancore, Later it 

was modified under the supervision of 

Captain Eustachius De Lannoy, an ex-

Dutch naval officer of the Dutch East India 

Company. 

 

The fort is made of granite blocks and, 

today, a part of the fort extends into the 

sea. It is a protected site under the 

Archaeological Survey of India. A major 

renovation of the fort was undertaken 

recently by the department, and the site is 

now a popular tourist spot. 

Vattakottai Fort commands a picturesque 

view of both the sea on the one side, and 

the hills (Western Ghats) on the other. 

Another interesting feature near the site 

is a beach of black sands. It is about 7 km 

from Kanyakumari town 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 99 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Railway Station – 7 
KM 

 
Kanyakumari Bus Stand – 8 KM 

 

ARIEL VIEW 

 
FORT ENTRANCE  

 

 
VATTAKOTTAI BEACH  
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES  

 

Place: 51 

PADMANABAPURAM PALACE 

 

Location :  

8°15'03.6"N 77°19'36.1"E 

 

The ancient historical town 

Padmanabhapuram is one of the four 

municipalities in the district is 55 Km. 

south of Trivandrum, about two km. east 

of Thuckalay and 35 km. from 

Kanniyakumari on the Trivandrum-Cape 

Comorin road. This town is surrounded by 

a fort with an area of 187 acres. The 

ancient capital of Travancore might be 

constructed before AD 1601. The Palace 

with an area of seven acres is situated in 

the very centre on the Padmanabhapuram 

Fort, amidst hills, dales and rivers. The 

Palace which is situated in Kanniyakumari 

District is under the control of a Curator of 

the Archaeological Department of Kerala 

Government. 

 

The fort which was built with mud 

originally was dismantled and 

reconstructed with granite by Maharaja 

Marthanda Varma. The height of the wall 

varies from 15’ to 24’ according to the 

inclination of the ground. 

 

Entrance Hall: - The entrance to the main 

edifice is controlled by another 

ornamental gateway with retainers for 

watch and ward. The gabled entrance has 

wooden ceiling profusely ornamented 

with lotus medallions. The most striking 

feature of the entrance is the clock-tower 

which is one of the oldest in India, erected 

in 1832 A.D. and still continues to be in 

working order. 

 

The Poomuham, in the first floor has a 

council chamber or Mantrasala which is 

meant for holding discussions with 

ministers and prominent citizens. The 

floor off this hall, which is polished with 

the amixture of coconut shell ashes, eggs 

fermented in molasses and lime reflects 

the figure like a mirror. Next to the 

Mantrasala is the Dancing Hall which was 

used exclusively for the members of the 

royal family. 

 

Adjacent to the Council Chamber and to 

the south of dancing hall is the dinning 

hall called “Uttupura”, with two floors 

(the ground and the first) each measuring 

roughly 78 by 6 metres and it would 

accommodate about 2000 people at a 

time. Feeding of about 2000 poor persons, 

it is said, was done here every day and so 

the king was called”Dharmaraja”. 

 

Uppirika Malika: – The most attractive 

building in the whole palace is the 

‘Uppirika Malika’ which consists of three 

storeys. ‘Uppirika’ is the abbreviated term 

of ‘Muppirika’ which means the residence 

of the eldest member of the family.  The 

first floor contains a wooden cot made of 

64 medicinal plants, on which Maharaja 

used to sleep. The medicinal cot was 

presented to Maharaja “Marthanda 

Varma” by the Dutch East India Company 

in 1750, as a mark of friendship. 
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The Navarathri Mandapa: – To the west of 

the Zuppirika Mandapa is the Navarathri 

Mandapa which is a spacious hall of 

exquisitely beautiful granite pillars with 

drooping pendants reminiscent of the 

Nayakar style of architecture. In the 

Navarathri Mandapa, performances of 

Bharatha Natya and musical recitals took 

place in the royal presence. 

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 65 KM 

 

Nagercoil Railway Station – 17 
KM 

 

Thuckalay Bus Stand – 2 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 17 KM 

 

 
 

 
 

 
INTERIORS  

 
INSIDE VIEW  

 
ARIEL VIEW  
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES   

 

Place: 52 

VIVEKANANDA MANDAPAM AND 

THIRUVALLUVAR STATUE 

 

Location :  

8°04'42.3"N 77°33'19.2"E 

 

Vivekananda Rock Memorial 

 

Vivekananda Rock Memorial is another 

place in Kanniyakumari which attracts 

large number of tourists. As its name 

implies, it is essentially a sacred 

monument, built by the Vivekananda Rock 

Memorial Committee to commemorate 

the visit of Swamy Vivekananda to 

“Shripada Parai” during 24th, 25th and 

26th December 1892 for deep meditation 

and enlightenment. 

 

From very ancient times, the rock has 

been regarded as a sacred place. In 

Puranic tradition, it has been known as 

“Sripada Parai: meaning the rock, that has 

been blessed by the touch of Shripada 

feet of the Goddess.On the rock, is a 

projection similar in form to a human fort 

and a little brownish in complexion, which 

has traditionally, been revered as a 

symbol of Shripadam. According to 

legend, it was on this rock that Goddess 

Kanniyakumari did Tapas. 

 

The memorial consists of two main 

structures, viz (i) Vivekananda Mandapam 

and (ii) Shripada Mandapam. 

 

Vivekananda Mandapam: - This 180’-11 ‘X 

56’ Mandapam consists of: 

 

Dhyana Mandapam, i.e., Meditation Hall 

with six adjacent rooms 

Sabha Mandapam or the Assembly Hall 

including Pralima Mandapam (statue 

section) two rooms, a corridor and an 

open Prakaram round the Sabha 

Mandapam (30 Mukha Mandapam 

(Portion) 

The Front Entrance steps with two rooms 

and a corridor below the steps. 

Shripada Mandapam: - This square hall 

consists of: 

 

Garbha Graham i.e., (Sanctum Sanctorum) 

 Inner Prakaram 

 Outer Prakaram and 

 Outer Platform all around 

Both the Mandapams are so designed that 

the vision of Swamiji in the statue would 

be seen direct towards the Shripadam.   

 

Thiruvalluvar Statue 

 

Thiruvalluvar is the immortal poet of 

Tamil Nadu and has given Thirukkural to 

the world. The memorial statue of 

Thiruvalluvar is in Kanniyakumari. The 

pedestal of the statue is of 38 feet height 

and the statue over it is 95 feet tall with a 

grand total of 133 feet for the entire 

sculpture. The 3 tier pedestal known as 

Atharapeedam is surrounded by an artistic 

Mandapa known as Alankara Mandapam 

with 38 feet height. Surrounding the 
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Alankara Mandapam, there stands 10 

elephant statues signifying 8 directions 

with earth and space down. The father of 

Sri Rama, the hero of Ramayana was 

called Dasaratha as he was able to 

charioteer in ten directions. To help the 

tourists to worship the holy feet of 

Thiruvalluvar 140 steps are constructed 

inside the Mandapa. The pedestal with a 

height of 38 feet represents the 38 

chapters in the Book of Aram in Thirukural 

and the statue of 95 feet on the pedestal 

represents the total chapters in Porul (70 

chapters) and Inbam (25 Chapters). Thus 

the statue symbolically and artistically 

signifies that the theme of Porul and 

Inbam are based on Aram. 

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 102 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Railway Station – 
1.5 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Bus Stand – 2 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 19 KM 

 

 
FULL VIEW  

 
CLOSE VIEW OF VIVEKANANDAROCK 

 
THIRUVALLUVAR STATUE 

 

 
VIVEKANANDA ROCK MEMORIAL AND 

THIRUVALLUVAR STATUE 
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES   

 

Place: 53 

CHITHARAL JAIN ROCK CUT TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

8°19'57.3"N 77°14'18.3"E 

 

Chitharal is located about 45 kilometers 

away from Kanniyakumari. It is famous for 

the Rock-cut temple. Hillock  at Chitharal 

has a cave containing Rock-cut  sculptures 

of Thirthankaras and attendent  deities 

carved inside and outside dating back to 

9th Century A.D. King Mahendra Varman I 

was responsible for the Jainism influence 

in this region.  It was converted into 

Bagavathy Temple in the 13th Century 

A.D. Cars and Vans can go upto the foot of   

the hill. One has to walk for about 10 

minutes to reach the temple. The Jain 

images have been preserved by the 

Central Archeological Survey of India. It 

comes under Vellankode panchayat 

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 56 KM 

 

Kuzhithurai Railway Station – 6.5 
KM 

 

Kanyakumari Bus Stand – 2 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 30 KM 

 

 
FRONT VIEW 

 
SIDE VIEW 
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CLOSER VIEW
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District: 

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 54 

BHAGAVATHI AMMAN TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

8°04'46.0"N 77°33'03.6"E 

 

Kanniyakumari derives its name from 

Goddess Kanniyakumari Amman, the 

presiding deity of the area. The most 

prominent temple, the Kumari Amman, is 

dedicated to the goddess Parvathi as a 

virgin. The temple situated at the edge of 

the ocean for Goddess Kanniyakumari has 

the legendary account that once 

Banusura, the demon king got supremacy 

over Devas and meted out cruel 

punishment to them. The Devas 

performed a Yagna pleading to annihilate 

the evils. Goddess Parasakthi came to 

Kumari in the form of a virgin girl and 

began her penance. Meanwhile Lord Shiva 

fell in love with her and arrangements for 

the marriage were made in the midnight a 

particular day. Now the Devine sage 

Narada realised that their marriage would 

destroy the chances of annihilating 

Banusura because he could be killed only 

by a virgin. When Lord Shiva was on his 

way to Kanniyakumari from Suchindrum 

at Valukkamparai 5 kms south of 

Suchindram, Sage Narada assumed the 

form of a cock and crowed falsely 

heralding the break of dawn. Thinking that 

the auspicious time for the marriage was 

past, Lord Shiva returned disappointed. 

The Goddess too decided to remain virgin 

after that. Then, when Banusura 

attempted to win the Goddess by force, 

she killed him with her Chakragudha, and 

relieved the sufferings of Devas. Then she 

resumed her penance and remained 

virgin. 

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 102 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Railway Station – 
1.5 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Bus Stand – 1.5 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 30 KM 

 

 
 

 
TEMPLE VIEW  
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 55 

AGASTHEESWARAM 

 

Location :  

8°06'00.8"N 77°31'16.5"E 
 

 

Agastheeswaram is a panchayat 

town in Kanniyakumari district. 

Agastheeswaram is named after Sage 

Agastya who had visited this place to 

teach Ramayana. Most of the people from 

this village are well educated when 

compared with other districts in Tamil 

Nadu. 

 

Vivekanandha College is located in 

Agasteeswararam. Before 1956, it was a 

part of Kerala state. 

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 99 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Railway Station – 
4.5 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Bus Stand – 4 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 16 KM 

 

 

 
AN IDOL OF SAGE AGASTYA AT SHRI DATTA 

TEMPLE NEAR VATTAKOTTAI FORT 
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 56 

THIRUPARAPPU FALLS 

 

Location :  

8°23'29.2"N 77°15'34.0"E 
 

Thiruparappu is located about 55 

kilometers away from Kanniyakumari. The 

Kodayar makes its descend at Tirparappu 

and the water fall at this place is about 

13km. from Pechiparai dam. The river bed 

is rocky and about 300 feet in length. The 

water falls from a height of nearly 50 feet 

and the water flows for about seven 

months in a year. The whole bed above 

the falls is one rocky mass which extends 

up to a distance of about quarter of a 

kilometer upstream where the famous 

Thirparappu weir has been constructed 

for supplying water to the paddy fields. 

On either side of the river, on the left 

bank of the river in between the water 

falls and the weir, there is a temple 

dedicated to Siva enclosed by strong 

fortification.  

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 56 KM 

 

Kuzhithurai Railway Station – 16 
KM 

 

Trivandrum Bus Stand – 54 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 38 KM 

  

 

 
THIRPARAPPU FALLS WITH GARDEN 

SIDE VIEW 

FULL VIEW 

 

The Thiruparappu Water Falls is located 

17 km from Kuzhithurai station.  
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District  :  

KANNIYAKUMARI 
 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS  

 

Place: 57 

KANYAKUMARI BEACH 

 

Location :  

8°05'11.9"N 77°33'15.9"E 
 

Located in the southernmost part of India, 

Kanyakumari endowed with beautiful hue-

changing beaches, the confluence of three 

water bodies as well as the places of 

religious, historic and spiritual interests 

are one of the most exotic destinations in 

India and will never cease to amaze you 

with its sheer magnificence. The beach 

attracts people from all parts of the 

country as well as abroad who come here 

to bathe in the utter beauty of the 

confluence of the three water bodies that 

make the Indian Subcontinent a 

peninsula. There is no dearth of activities 

one can indulge in, at the Kanyakumari 

beach. 

The first and foremost reason tourists visit 

the beach is to witness the spectacular 

sunrise and sunset, which casts an 

enchanting spell upon the sea and the 

beach. The three distinct shades of the 

Bay of Bengal, The Indian Ocean and the 

Arabian Sea can be distinguished easily. 

There is also ample opportunity for 

shopping various handicrafts made of 

rustic seaside materials and other things 

as well. There is a lighthouse on the beach 

that provides the most scenic view of the 

vast expanses of salty water, stretching till 

the horizon. 

 

 
Trivandrum International Airport 
– 98 KM 

 

Kanyakumari Railway Station – 1 
KM 

 

Kanyakumari Bus Stand – 2 KM, 
Nagercoil Bus Stand – 19 KM 

 

KANYAKUMARI BEACH SUNSET POINT 
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District  :  

TIRUVANNAMALAI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 58 

THIRAKOIL 

 

Location :  

12°27'04.9"N 79°29'53.4"E 

 

Thirakoil is a village in Tellar taluk. The 

major occupation of the people living at 

this place is agriculture.It is believed that 

this place got its name from the word 

"thurugal" meaning rock. Later it modified 

to "thirakol” then became Thirakoil 

 

There are three small caves present in the 

hill. One at the mid-South, other two at 

west and east side of the hill. These caves 

were used as Jain abodes during 8th 

Century.These caves were naturally 

formed in which Jain Monks lived. There is 

a monolithic stone 25 feet high, in which 

idols of four tirthankars (Mahavira, 

Parshva or Parsavanathar, Rishabha or 

Kilaku Rishabanathar and Chandranathar) 

were carved nicely at the four sides. Until 

the 10th century this place was called 

Thandapuram. Raja Raja Chola I's 

inscriptions of 1007 A. D. quotes these 

cave abodes as Sankaraippalli and Mai 

Sutthappalli. Lord Mahavira's idol is 

worshipped at the temple which is 

recently built. 

 

 

 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
112 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Railway Station – 
65 KM 

 
Vandavasi Bus Stand – 17 KM 

 

THIRAKOIL HILLS 

OLD AND NEW STEPS
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CHANDRANATHAR

RISHABHA OR KILAKU RISHABANATHA 

MAHAVIRA

PARSHVA OR PARSAVANATHAR 

      

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parshva
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District  :  

TIRUVANNAMALAI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 59 

SEEYAMANGALAM CAVE TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

12°25'50.4"N 79°28'07.7"E 
 

Seeyamangalam is a small village 

in Vandavasi taluk in 

Tiruvannamalai district in the Indian state 

of Tamil Nadu. It has two rock cut 

temples. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
118 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Railway Station – 
65 KM 

 
Vandavasi Bus Stand – 24 KM 

 

Rock Cut Shiva Temple 

Rock cut Shiva temple was built by 

Mahendravarman I in 7th century C.E. The 

main deity Shiva, is referred here as 

Thoon Andar in Tamil and Stambeshwara 

in Sanskrit. "Thoon" means pillar and 

"Andar" refers Lord and hence thoon 

andar means Lord of Pillars. This name is 

because of the presence of two pillars in 

front of this cave temple. 

Two dvarapalas are located on the either 

side of the entrance of Sanctum 

sanctorum of the shrine. The interesting 

feature of these dvarapalas is the 

presence of trisula prongs in them. Unlike 

other temples, here the main deity Thoon 

Andar is facing the west direction. Lord 

Shiva was carved in the temple pillars as 

Natarajar and Vrishbhantika. This is the 

first temple in Tamil Nadu having the 

image of Lord Natarajar. Also, the dwarf 

Muyalaka is missing from the Natarajar 

image. 

Shiva temple  
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\

Natrajar carvings  

 

Rock cut Jain temple 

Rock cut Jain temple was built by Western 

Ganga King Rajamalla II during the end of 

9th century. This temple is seen in a 

hillock named Vijayadri (as per inscription 

of Rajamalla II) located northern side of 

Thun Andar Shiva temple. On the top of 

the rock facing east, relief sculptures of 

Mahaveer, Parshavantha and Bahubali are 

seen 

 

Rock cut Jain temple 

 
Jain image carvings  
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District  :  

TIRUVANNAMALAI 

 

Category: 

Heritage Sites: 

 

Place: 60 

TIRUMALAI JAIN TEMPLE HILL 

 

Location :  

12°33'24.2"N 79°12'21.8"E 

 

Tirumalai is a Jain temple and cave 

complex dating from at least the 9th 

century that is located northwest of Polur. 

The complex includes 3 Jain caves, 2 Jain 

temples and a 16-meter-high (52 ft) 

sculpture of Tirthankara Neminatha 

thought to date from the 12th century 

that is the tallest Jain image in Tamil Nadu 

The large cavern at the base of the site is 

thought to have been built around the 9th 

century. In the 10th century it was 

converted into 30 separate chambers, 

possibly to accommodate figures of 

Tirthankaras and a yakshi. 

 

An inscription found on a buried rock in 

front of the gopura at the base of the hill 

from the late 10th century refers to the 

site as Vaigai-malai or “the mountain of 

Vaigai.” Two other inscriptions found on a 

piece of rock at the top of the hill and 

buried on a piece of rock underneath the 

steps between the gopura and the painted 

cave refer to it as Vaigai-Tirumalai or “the 

holy mountain of Vaigai.” The name Vaigai 

is thus thought to be connected with 

Vaigavur, the historic name of the village 

at the base of the rock 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
150 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Railway Station – 
50 KM 

 
Arani Bus Stand – 20 KM 

 

TIRUAMALI HILL 

CAVE STRUCTURE 
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PAINTINGS ON CEILING 

DETAILED CARVINGS 

 
TERROCOTTA SCULPTURE 

 
THE 16TH-CENTURY TEMPLE DEDICATED 

TO MAHAVEERA.

TEMPLE FRONT VIEW 

 
THE 16 METER STATUE OF NEMINATH, THE 

TALLEST JAIN SCULPTURE IN TAMIL NADU. 
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District  :  

TIRUVANNAMALAI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 61 

MAMANDUR CAVE TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

12°44'40.0"N 79°39'57.3"E 

 

This temple is one of the biggest cave 

temples of Tamilnadu. Mamandur is a 

village in Tiruvanamalai district of Tamil 

Nadu, India. It is located on 

the Kanchipuram - Vandavasi road, 

near Dusi. It is known for the 7th-

century four rock-cut cave temples, which 

are one of the monuments of national 

importance as declared by 

the Archaeological Survey of India 

There are 4 Cave temples located in 

Narasamangalam – Mamandur Village hill. 

These temples were constructed by the 

king Magendiravarma and his successors. 

The 1st and 2nd cave present at the 

extreme right are for Vishnu and Shivan, 

respectively and there is no idol in the 

third cave at the hill top. The 4th cave 

present at the southern end is an 

incomplete one.  

 

Inscriptions in the rock-cut temples, 

attribute the temples to 7th-century 

CE Pallava king, Mahendravarman I. 

Narsimha is the principal deity of Cave 

I, while the Cave II, in the complex, is 

known from later inscriptions as the Saiva 

Rudravalisvaram Cave 

 

The caves are situated on the banks 

of Palar River. A tank named Chitramegha 

tataka, also known as Dusi-Mamandur 

tank is located behind the caves, which is 

believed to be built by Mahendravarman 

I. The caves contain Tamil Brahmi 

inscriptions and cave paintings. 

  

The northernmost cave temple in the 

chain of granite hills is called Mamandur I, 

for want of its original name which is not 

known. It is a small, very attractive chapel 

where a different layout was attempted 

indicating that by now the Pallava 

architects were familiar with the 

techniques and basic plans of Mahendra’s 

rock architecture and ventured further to 

realize new ideas. 

  

The basic idea obviously was to focus 

attention on the single shrine by 

projecting it from the back wall of the 

temple and leaving the space in front of it 

unobstructed by the otherwise almost 

obligatory second row of pillars. Thus, a 

small but well proportioned empty hall 

was created. The projection of the shrine 

is further emphasized by a rounded 

cornice above and a moulded base below; 

No further ornamentation was needed for 

this kind of design and even 

the dvarapalas have been omitted here. 
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Chennai International Airport – 
72 KM 

 

Kanchipuram New Railway 
Station – 14 KM 

 
Kanchipuram Bus Stand – 13 KM 

 

 
MAMAMDUR CAVES 

 

 
MEDITATION CAVE 

 

 

 
SAIVA RUDRAVALISVARAM 

 
INSCRIPTION 
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District  :  

TIRUVANNAMALAI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 62 

SRI RAMANAASHRAM 

 

Location :  

12°13'26.3"N 79°03'24.1"E 

 

Sri Ramana Ashram, also known as Sri 

Ramanasramam, is the ashram which was 

home to modern sage and Advaita 

Vedanta master Ramana Maharshi from 

1922 until his death in 1950. It is situated 

at the foot of the Arunachala hill, to the 

west of Tiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu, 

where thousands of seekers flocked to be 

in his presence. His samadhi shrine 

continues to attract devotees from all 

over the world 

 

Ramana Maharshi (30 December 1879 – 

14 April 1950) was an Indian sage and 

jivanmukta. He was born in what is now 

Tiruchuli, Tamil Nadu, India. In 1895, an 

attraction to the sacred hill Arunachala 

and the 63 Nayanars were aroused in him 

and in 1896, at the age of 16, he had a 

"death-experience" where he became 

aware of a "current" or "force" (avesam) 

which he recognised as his true "I" or 

"self" which he later identified with "the 

personal God, or Iswara", that is, Shiva. 

This resulted in a state that he later 

described as "the state of mind of Iswara 

or the jnani". Six weeks later he left his 

uncle's home in Madurai, and journeyed 

to the holy mountain Arunachala, in 

Tiruvannamalai, where he took on the 

role of a sannyasin and remained for the 

rest of his life. 

 

He soon attracted devotees who regarded 

him as an avatar and came to him for 

darshan and in later years an ashram grew 

up around him, where visitors received 

upadesa by sitting silently in his company 

asking questions. Since the 1930s his 

teachings have been popularized in the 

West, resulting in his worldwide 

recognition as an enlightened being. 

 

Ramana Maharshi approved a number of 

paths and practices, but recommended 

self-enquiry as the principal means to 

remove ignorance and abide in Self-

awareness, together with bhakti or 

surrender to the Self 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
177 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Railway Station – 
4 KM 

 
Tiruvannamalai Bus Stand – 4 KM 

 

A SHRINE INSIDE RAMANA ASHRAM 
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THE ENTRANCE OF SRI RAMANASRAMAM 

 
MAHARSHI MAHANIRVANA PLACE IN SRI 

RAMANA ASHRAM 

 
RAMANASARAMAM COMPOUND 

 
SRI RAMANA MAHARSHI RECLINING IN THE OLD 

HALL WHERE HE LIVED FROM 1927 TO 1950 

 
RAMANA MAHARSHI AS A YOUNG MAN 

 
SOME PERSONAL USE OBJECTS OF RAMANA 

MAHARISHI 
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District  :  

TIRUVANNAMALAI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 63 

ARULMIGU ANNAMALAIYAR TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

12°13'54.7"N 79°04'03.8"E 

 

Tiruvannamalai is a very famous place 

both spiritually and historically. The 

temple is very unique as it is one among 

pancha bhooda stalam and sung by Saiva 

kuravargal. The Annamaliayar Kovil was 

built before 1100 years and the 

architecture of the temple has its 

contribution from various kingdoms from 

Cholas, Pandias, Sambuvarayars Posalas, 

Vijayanagar kings, Nayaks, 

Nagarathargal,  Cheftains and Zamindars. 

The temple posseses more than 1000 

statues and 450 stone inscriptions. The 

temple has more than 100 sannidhis. 

Various idols, bronze statues, paintings, 

thirusutrugal, thirtakulangal, 1000 pillar 

mahal and towering gopurams are the 

specialites of the temple. The temple is 

very enormous with an area covers 

around 25 acres and the East gopuram 

built by King Krishnadevarayar with a 

height of 217 ft which is the second tallest 

gopuram in Tamilnadu. Other than this, 

the temple consists of vallala Maharaja 

Gopuram, kili gopuram and ammani 

Amman gopuram which are of historic 

important. The main deity of the temple is 

Annamalaiyar and Unnamalai Amman. 

The Ezhuthu Mandapam situated in 

Girivalam path is an excellent art gallery. 

Kanthashram, Pavazhakundru, 

Ramanashram and Astalingas around the 

Girivalam path are few notable tourist 

spots. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
174 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Railway Station – 
2 KM 

 
Tiruvannamalai Bus Stand – 2 KM 

 

 
MOUNTAIN VIEW  

 
TEMPLE WITH LIGHTS 
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DEEPAM FESTIVAL 

DEEPAM 

 
INNER DEEPAM 

 

 
LIGAM WITH LIGHTS

 
FULL VIEW  
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District  :  

VILUPPURAM  
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 64 

GINGEE FORT 

 

Location :  

12°14'58.9"N 79°23'44.7"E 

 

Gingee is known as GINGEE in Tamil. The 

small town of GINGEE was once a capital 

city, with its province extending from 

Nellore in the north, to the Coleroon 

(Kollidam) in the south. According to local 

legend, GINGEE Amman was one of the 

seven virgins who were the guardian 

deities of the Village. Legend has it that at 

around 1200 A. D. , GINGEE was fortified 

by Ananda Kone, chief of the local 

shepherd community. In 1240 A. D. 

Krishna Kone, his successor is said to have 

fortified the northern hill which later 

came to be known as Krishnagiri.The kone 

dynasty gave way to the kurumbars, who 

established their headquarters at 

Sendamangalam, which later came under 

the powerful Chola Empire. Recorded 

history goes back to the 16th century, 

when Gingee (GINGEE) became the seat of 

the Nayaka rulers, who were under the 

lordship of the expanding Vijayanagar 

Empire. Krishnadevaraya appointed 

Krishnappa Nayaka, and he was 

considered the founder of the Nayaka line 

of Gingee. 

 

Most of the structures, fortification walls 

and temples were built during this period. 

The fortifications and defenses were 

further strengthened under Chatrapati 

Shivaji, the great Maratha ruler,  captured 

Gingee in 1677 A. D. Gingee came under 

the hegemony of the Moghul emperor 

Aurangazeb in 1691 A. D., and Srup Singh 

was appointed as the chief of Gingee by 

the emperor, under the control of the 

Nawab of Arcot. 

 

Sarup Singh’s son Raja De Singh, revolted 

against the Nawab of Arcot, and was 

defeated and killed in the war that 

followed. Though Gingee became a part of 

the Nawabs territory in 1714 A.D .The 

young and courageous De Singh became a 

legend and his heroic deeds were sung in 

the form of popular ballads. Thus Gingee 

too, became quite well known. In 1750 A. 

D., Gingee came under the French rule 

and remained so till it was surrendered to 

the British in 1761 

GINGEE today, with its ruined forts, 

temples and granaries, presents a 

different picture from the glorious 

splendour of its bygone days. But the 

remains of that valorous past, speak 

volumes about the numerous invasions, 

warfare and bravery that it witnessed. 
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Visiting this land of the brave and mighty, 

one can witness a glorious past that still 

lives in the ruins of the GINGEE Fort. 
 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
136 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Railway Station – 
41 KM, Tindivanam Railway 
Station – 31 KM 

 

Tiruvannamalai Bus Stand – 41 
KM, Tindivanam Bus Stand – 32 
KM 
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District  :  

VELLORE 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 65 

VELLORE FORT 

 

Location :  

12°55'14.7"N 79°07'48.0"E 

 

The Fort was constructed by the ruler 

Bommu Nayakar and his brother during 

1526-1595 AD. The First Mutiny against 

the British in India broke out in Vellore 

Fort (1806 – Sippoy Kalagam) Tippu 

Mahal, Hyder Mahal, Condy Mahal, 

Badhusha Mahal and the Begam Mahal 

inside the Fort.The fort at Vellore is one of 

the great attractions in the District. It is 

said to have been built by Chinna Boomi 

Nayaka a subordinate under Sadasivaraya 

of the Vijayanagara Kindom in mid of 16th 

Century A.D. The fort was occupied by the 

British in 1760 and used as a military 

garrison. The rectangular fort with a 

circumference of 3km is built entirely with 

massive granite cut stones. The fort 

contains both secular and religious 

structures including Tippu Mahal, Begum 

Mahal, Kandi Mahal, Jalakanteswara 

Temple, aMosque and a Church 

 

 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
126 KM 

 
Katpadi Junction – 8 KM 

 
Vellore Bus Stand – 6 KM 
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JALAGANDESHWARAR TEMPLE 

 
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH 

 
VELLORE FORT MUSEUM - RAJENDRA CHOLAN 

MEIKEERTHI 
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 66 

KRISHNAPURAM VENKATACHALAPATHY 

TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

8°41'19.9"N 77°48'16.9"E 

 

Krishnapuram Venkatachalapathy 

Temple (also known as Krishnapuram 

Temple) in Krishnapuram, a village 

in Tirunelveli district in the South Indian 

state of Tamil Nadu, is dedicated to the 

Hindu god Vishnu. It is located 10 km 

from Tirunelveli. Constructed in 

the Dravidian style of architecture, the 

temple is a storehouse of Nayak 

architecture. 

 

A granite wall surrounds the temple, 

enclosing all its shrines. The temple has a 

five tiered rajagopuram, the temple's 

gateway tower. The Vijayanagar and 

Nayak Kings commissioned pillared halls 

and major shrines of the temple during 

the 16th century.The village was originally 

named Thiruvenkatapuram and got 

changed to Krishnapuram during the rule 

of Krishanppa Nayak. 

 

The temple occupies an area of 1.8 acres 

(0.73 ha) and is surrounded by granite 

walls. The temple had originally three 

precincts, the outer one of which was 

demolished by Chanda Sahib at the orders 

of Nawab of Arcot. The stones were used 

to build the fort at Palayamkottai. The five 

tiered rajagopuram, the temple's gateway 

tower, is 110 ft (34 m) tall. The sanctum 

houses the image of Venkatachalapathy in 

standing postureat 4 ft (1.2 m) is made of 

granite sporting four arms. Two of his 

arms hold the conch and Chakra, while 

the other two sport Abayamudra and 

Kadahasta. The images of Sridevi and 

Bhudevi are located on either of his side. 

The festive image is called Srinivasan and 

the image has identical features as that of 

the presiding deity. The Ardha mandapa is 

guarded by two Dwarapalas on either 

side. 

 

There is a separate shrine of 

Alamelumangai in the third precinct, 

which also houses the festival image. 

There are lots of halls in the temple 

namely the Pandal mantap, Vahana 

mandap, and Ranga Mandap and 

Nanguneri Jeeyar mandap. The Pandal 

mandap has pillars replete with 

architectural features displaying 

pushpaboikai, palagai and varikolam. The 

Unjal mandap is designed to 

accommodate the swing for the festival 

deities. The square shaped Vasantha 

mandap has Navarang style. 

 

The temple houses rare sculptures from 

the Nayak period in the Veerappa Nayak 

Mandap. There are exquisite carvings in 

the pillars and life size images indicating 

various legends of Hindu Puranas. The 

Jeeyar mandap houses lots of pillars with 

images of ladies hold lamps as in Kerala 

temples. The seer of temples used to rest 

at this place during festivals. The Sorga 

vasal (gateway to heaven) is located to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vishnu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dravidian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gopuram


Prep by:   Page 136 of 211 

the west of Yagasalai Mandap and is open 

only during the ten-day Vaikunta Ekadasi 

festival. Manimandap has numerous 

pillars with sculptures of elephants and 

yalis. The composite columns of 

Virabhadra holding sword and horn are 

found tobe additions of the 

Vijayanayagara kings during the early 

1500s. 

 

The temple follows Thenkalai tradition of 

worship. Four daily rituals and three 

annual Festivals are held at the temple, of 

which the ten-day annual Vaikunta 

Ekadasi is during the Tamil month 

of Margazhi (December - January). 

 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 29 KM 

 
Tirunelveli Junction – 13 KM 

 

Tirunelveli New Bus Stand – 11 
KM 

 
 

KRISHNAPURAM VENKATACHALAPATHY TEMPLE 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thenkalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaikunta_Ekadasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaikunta_Ekadasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaikunta_Ekadasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_calendar
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 67 

SRI NAMBI RAYAR TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

8°26'10.8"N 77°33'57.4"E 

 

Thirukurungudi is a village with history 

dating back more than 1500 years. Village 

life revolves around agriculture and the 

Nambi Rayar temple. It is one of the 108 

Divya desam, Hindu temples that are 

sacred for the Vaishnavites. 

Nambi Rayar temple is one of the "108 

Divyadesams" of the Sri Vaishnavas. The 

temple is 2300 years old. The temple is 

located in the centre of the town flanked 

by four big Mada Veethis (Agraharams) 

and at the outer square by four broad and 

lengthy Ratha Veethis (Car Streets). The 

presiding deity of this Divya Desam was 

sung (Mangalasasanam) by four Azhwars, 

namely Thirumazhisai Piran, Nammalvar, 

Periazhwar and Thirumangai Azhwar. The 

temple has several unique sculptures. A 

Horse and an elephant sculpture are 

composed of ladies in a single granite 

stone.  

The walls of the temple resemble a big 

fort and the village has been formed 

around these walls in a very organized 

manner.The interiors of the main temple 

tower is covered with wood sculptures of 

teak depicting most of the deities as well 

as other secular scenes. 

There are five Nambis in this Kshetram. 

They are Ninra Nambi (Standing posture), 

Irundha Nambi (Sitting posture), Kidandha 

Nambi (Sleeping posture), Thiruparkadal 

Nambi and Thirumalai Nambi. 

Thiruparkadal Nambi Temple is located 

very near to the River Nambiyaru one km 

from the main temple. Thirumalai Nambi 

Temple is on the hills (Mahendragiri 

Mountain) 8 km from the main temple. In 

Tamil language the word "nambi" means 

personification of all virtuous and 

righteous qualities blended with beauty 

and grace. 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 76 KM 

 
Tirunelveli Junction – 46 KM 

 

Tirunelveli New Bus Stand – 40 
KM 

 

 SRI NAMBI RAYAR TEMPLE 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nammalvar
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INSIDE VIEW 

 

 

 
TEMPLE CARVINGS 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW OF MALAI NAMBI TEMPLE 

THIRUKURUNGUDI POND 
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 68 

ARULMIGU NELLAIAPPAR ARULTHARUM 

KANTHIMATHI AMMAN TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

8°43'42.9"N 77°41'19.0"E 

 

According to the puranas, both the 

Gopurams were built by Muluthukanda 

Rama Pandiyan and the other important 

parts of the temple were constructed by 

Nindraseer Nedumaran who reigned in 

the 7th century A.D. The Mani Mandapam 

with its famous musical pillar was built by 

Nindaraseer Nedumaran in the 7th 

century A.D. Originally the Nellaiappar 

and Kanthimathi temples were two 

independent structures with spaces in 

between. It was in 1647 A.D. that Thiru 

Vadamalaiappa Pillaiyan, a great devotee 

of Siva linked the two temples by building 

the “Chain mandapam”. To the western 

portion of the chain mandapam is the 

flower garden that was set up in 1756 A.D. 

by Thiruvengadakrishna Mudaliar. In the 

centre of the Flower Garden is a square 

Vasantha Mandapm with 100 pillars. The 

Nandi Mandapam is said to have been 

built by Sivanthiappa Nayak in 1654 A.D. 

The flag stand near the Nandi was set up 

in 1155 A.D.There are a number of stone 

inscriptions in the temple. The most 

important of them are those 

Veerapandiyan who regained about 950 

A.D. and those of Rajendran I and 

Kulothunga Chola I. The inscriptions of 

Maravarma Sundara Pandiyan refer to the 

Lord as “Woodayar” and 

“Wodeyanayanar” and the Goddess as 

“Nachiar”. From the inscriptions of 

Kulasekkara Pandiyan we learn that he 

defeated the Chera, Chola and Hoysala 

kings and built the outer walls of the 

temple with the war booty. Siva is said to 

have been worshipped by Agastya in a 

bamboo grove and by Rama after having 

killed Mareecha some nine miles away at 

Manoor. There is also a shrine to Vishnu 

near the sanctum, signifying the belief 

that Nellai Govindan (Vishnu) visited 

Tirunelveli to officiate the divine marriage 

of Shiva and Kanthimathi. A little to the 

south of Swami Nellaiappar Gopuram, 

there stands the Gopuram of Arultharum 

Kanthimathi Ambal temple. It was here, 

where composer Sri Muthuswami 

Dikshithar composed the carnatic song ‘Sri 

Kanthimatheem’ in Hemavathi ragam. 

Kanthimathi Nellaiyappar Temple is the 

well-known twin temple dedicated to 

Goddess Parvathi (Kanthimathi Ammai) 

and Lord Shiva (Nellaiyappar – the 

Protector of Paddy). Covering an area of 

14 acres, it is the biggest temple in Tamil 

Nadu situated in the heart of the city on 

the banks of river Taamiraparni at a 

distance of 2kms from the railway station. 

The temple, believed to be built by the 

Pandyas in the 13C was entirely 

remodeled and extended in 17C – 18C. 

Some of the inscriptions in the temple 

dates back to 950A.D. The temple is also 

known as one of the 5 Pancha Sabhas 

(dance halls) of Nataraja (Lord Shiva) 
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Thoothukudi Airport – 42 KM 

 
Tirunelveli Junction – 5 KM 

 
Tirunelveli New Bus Stand – 8 KM 

 

TEMPLE FRONT VIEW  

GOPURAM 

MANDAPAM 

GOLDEN TEMPLE CAR 
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TEMPLE STATUE  

 

TEMPLE TANK 
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 69 

ARULMIGU KASIVISWANATHER TEMPLE – 

TENKASI 

 

Location :  

8°57'24.2"N 77°18'28.3"E 
 

Kasi Viswanathar Temple in Tenkasi, a City 

in Tirunelveli district , is dedicated to 

Lord Shiva. Constructed in the Dravidian 

style of architecture, the temple is 

believed to have been built by Pandyan 

ruler Parakkirama Pandian during the 13th 

century, with later additions 

from Madurai Nayaks. Shiva is worshipped 

as Kasi Viswanathar and his 

consort Parvathi as Ulagamman. 

 

The holy construction work was started in 

1445 by Parakkirama Pandian. After six 

years his brother Sadayavarman 

Kulasskara Pandian completed the 

construction of the Rajagopuram in 1505. 

These are mentioned in the stone 

inscriptions. 

 

Prominence of the Shrine: Worshipped by 

Indra, Mynagam, Naradhar, Athiar, Sage 

Mirugandu, Sage Kanmar. This shrine is 

celebrated as the birth shrine of Nandhi 

(Bull -Vehicle of Lord Shiva). A sage called 

“Silogithar” prayed for child and was 

granted the boon here. The statue of 

Parakirauna Pandian who built this temple 

is in the sanctorum of the lord. The king 

was offered respect as the chief of all the 

festivals at this shrine, a practice which is 

kept up even today. 

 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 98 KM 

 
Tenkasi Junction – 1.5 KM 

 
Tenkasi Bus Stand – 2 KM 

 

TEMPLE FRONT VIEW  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenkasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dravidian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dravidian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dravidian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madurai_Nayaks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parvathi
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SANNADHI

HISTORY INSCRIPTION  

 

TEMPLE STATUES  
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BRONZE STATUE  

TEMPLE INSIDE VIEW 

NANDHI STATUE  

BHAIRAVAR SANNADH 

TEMPLE VIEW  
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place: 70 

COURTALLAM - FALLS 

 

Location :  

8°55'50.1"N 77°16'05.8"E 

 

Courtallam,is atownalsocalled  the 'Spa of 

South India'. The name Courtallam is the 

anglicized version of Kuttralam which the 

localities continue to use. Situated along 

the Western Ghats, it is nestled between 

scenic mountains and agricultural lands. 

The best time to visit is from July to 

November, sometimes tourists can be 

restricted from entering the waterfall area 

during heavy rainfall. 

 

Cortallam is known for its waterfalls. It is 

also the place of origin of the Chittar 

River. It offers a diverse experience not 

only in terms of culture, history and 

heritage but also in terms of nature and 

local natural Ayurvedic spa treatments. 

 

Three of the main waterfalls - the New 

and Old Courtallam Falls and the Five Falls 

- are reachable by road. The other lesser 

known falls - Shenbagadevi Falls and the 

Thenaruvi - can be reached by trekking. 

 

Around most of the waterfalls, one can 

spot a variety of birds and snakes. One 

can also taste some of the seasonal edible 

forest fruits, a main attraction of this 

place. 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 104 KM 

 
Tenkasi Junction – 6.5 KM 

 
Tenkasi Bus Stand – 7.2 KM 

 

1. New Courtallam falls or Main falls:  

 

The New Courtallam Falls, also known as 

the 'Peraruvi' in the local language, 

cascades from a height of about 60m. The 

rapid water flow has formed a crater 

where tourists and pilgrims can bathe. The 

waterfall is known to possess Ayurvedic 

healing properties as its feeding streams 

and rivers pass through groves of 

medicinal herbs. 

 

The Peraruvi is situated in the 

Trikoodamalai, a point in the Western 

Ghats where three mountains converge. 

The Falls further flow as the Chittar river 

and joins the Thamirabarani river before it 

merges into the Bay of Bengal.   

 

Many spas which offer Ayurvedic oil 

massages are located in and around the 

waterfall area, attracting large crowds. 

Apart from the usually crowded 

waterfalls, there is a busy market area and 

temple lane with small shops and roadside 

stalls where people can try out the local 

cuisine and also buy souvenirs.  
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NEW COURTALLAM FALLS OR MAIN FALLS 

 

2. Old Courtallam Falls:  

 

The Old Courtallam Falls offer a much 

quieter experience when compared to the 

New Courtallam falls. This lets people to 

take time to enjoy the scenery and 

rejoice.  

 

The waterfalls have a stair-stepping upper 

tier which is natural. The lower tier is 

man-made consisting of an artificially 

modified pool where people can take a 

swim. The upper tier has many rocks 

which curb the rapid flow of the water 

making it easier to stand under it and 

experience a natural back massage. 

 

 

 
OLD COURTALLAM FALLS 

 

3. Courtallam Five falls: 

 

The Five Falls is one of the falls in the 

Courtallam town. The falls gets its name 

from the fact that the water flows down in 

5 roughly parallel segments. It is also 

compared to the 5 headed cobra which is 

mentioned in Hindu mythology. The falls 

meet a point making a single pool of 

water. One can also visit the Ayyappa and 
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Vinayaka temple which is located near the 

falls.  

 
COURTALLAM FIVE FALLS – AINTHUARUVI  

 

4. Shenbagadevi Falls: 

 

The Shenbagadevi Falls is accessable 

through a well-known trekking route from 

the Main falls. The falls receives its name 

from the fact that the water flows through 

the Champak trees (Michelia champaca) in 

the area which is known as Shenbaga in 

Tamil as well as the Shenbaga Devi temple 

located in a nearby village.   

 

The source of this falls is originated from 

the Thenaruvi, which flows along as the 

Chitraru and continues as the 

Shenbagadevi Falls. The waterfall is just 

around 3m high and one can easily take a 

plunge into the water pool below the fall. 

Tourists can enjoy the serene beauty of 

nature, with a lot of streams, rocks and 

water pools while trekking to the falls.  

 

 
SHENBAGADEVI FALLS 

 
SHENBAGADEVI AMMAN TEMPLE 

 

5. Thenaruvi (Honey falls): 

 

An hour’s trek from the Shenbagadevi 

waterfalls leads to the Thenaruvi or the 

Honey falls. It is named so as one can 

witness many honeycombs along the 

rocks near the waterfalls. The water here 

is considered to taste sweeter than the 

honey itself by the localities.  

It is impossible to reach anywhere close to 

the waterfalls during monsoon but one 

can watch the enchanting view and listen 

to the thundering sound of the waterfalls 

hitting rocks below. 
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THENARUVI  
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 71 

KALAKAD MUNDANTHURAI TIGER 

SANCTUARY 

 

Location :  

8°41'18.4"N 77°18'33.9"E 

 

Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve , 

located in the Southern Western 

Ghats in Tirunelveli 

District and Kanyakumari District in 

the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu, is 

the second-largest protected area in Tamil 

Nadu State 

 

The Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve 

was created in 1988 by combining Kalakad 

Wildlife Sanctuary (251 km²) and 

Mundanthurai Wildlife Sanctuary (567 

km²), both established in 1962 

 

The area has 14 rivers and streams. 

Among these rivers and streams, the 

Ganga, Tambraparani, Ramanadi, Karayar, 

Servalar, Manimuthar, Pachayar, 

Kodaiyar, Gadananathi River, and Kallar 

form the backbone of the irrigation 

network and drinking water for the people 

of Tirunelveli, Turicorin and part of 

Kanyakumari District. Seven major dams—

Karaiyar, Lower Dam, Servalar, 

Manimuthar, Ramanadi, Gadananathi 

River and Kodaiyar—owe their existence 

to these rivers. 

 

The reserve spans a range of 40 to 1,800 

m in elevation. Agasthiyamalai (1681 m.) 

is in the core zone of the reserve. 

 

The peak is a part of the Agasthyamalai 

Biosphere Reserve which lies on the 

border between the Indian states of 

Kerala (in Pathanamthitta, Kollam and 

Thiruvananthapuram districts) and Tamil 

Nadu (in Kanyakumari district, Tirunelveli 

district). The perennial Thamirabarani 

River originates from the eastern side of 

the range and flows into the Tirunelveli 

district of Tamil Nadu. 

 

Agasthyarkoodam is a pilgrimage centre 

for devotees of the Hindu sage Agastya, 

who is considered to be one of the seven 

rishis (Saptarishi) of Hindu Puranas. In 

Tamil traditions, Agastya is considered as 

the father of the Tamil language and the 

compiler of the first Tamil grammar called 

Agattiyam or Akattiyam and also the 

Malayalam language is considered to be 

born from Agasthya. There is a small stone 

statue of Agathiyar at the top of the peak 

and the devotees can offer pujas 

themselves.  

 

Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger 

Reserve has at least 150 endemic plants, 

33 fish, 37 amphibians, 81 reptiles, 273 

birds and 77 mammal species. A 1997 

Census by Project Tiger produced the 

following wildlife counts: tiger 73, leopard 

79, jungle cat 1 755, wild dog 1 718, 

elephant 100, gaur 232, sambar 1 302, 

chital 1 966, Nilgiri tahr 8 780, wild pig 

187, mouse deer 172, sloth bear 123, lion-

tailed macaque 37, bonnet macaque 61, 

Nilgiri langur 61, common langur 61, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanyakumari_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
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slender loris 61, giant squirrel 61, and 

crocodile 61. 

 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 99 KM 

 
Tenkasi Junction – 47 KM 

 

Ambasamudram Bus Stand – 23 
KM 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE TIGER RESERVE  

 
TIGER HOTSPOT  
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OTHER SPECIES INSIDE THE RESERVE  
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VIEWPOINT 
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District  :  

TIRUNELVELI 

 

Category: 

OTHERS 

 

Place: 72 

TREKKING IN WESTERN GHATS - 

MANJOLAI 

 

Location :  

8°34'14.6"N 77°24'34.7"E 

 

Manjolai is set deep in the Western Ghats 

within the Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger 

Reserve.  

 

Situated at an altitude of 1162 m, 

Manjolai is a perfect summer resort 

located near Upper Kodaiyar. This is 

famous for its tea estates and plantations. 

Various varieties of tea are grown in the 

estates. Due to its scenic beauty, climate 

and calm atmosphere, the serenity of this 

place provides people with peace of mind 

and relaxation. 

 

Tourist attractions in Manjolai are Upper 

Kodaiyar Dam and a windy viewpoint 

called Kuthiravetti. Kuthiravetti viewpoint 

is located after the Nalumukku and Ooth 

Estate. From this viewpoint one can view 

the lush green forests of Kalakkad 

Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, Papanasam 

Dam and Manimuthar Dam. Other 

important tourist spots near Manjolai are 

the Kakkachi and Nalumukku. The road 

through these estates offers beautiful and 

splendid views of nature. On the way to 

Manjolai from Manimuthar, there is a 

beautiful spot called Dasan Pool with 

plenty of fresh water. Trekkers can have 

agood time trekking amidst the thick 

plantations. 

 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 100 KM 

 

Tenkasi Junction – 64 KM, 
Tirunelveli Junction – 62 KM 

 

Ambasamudram Bus Stand – 29 
KM 

 

 

 
TEA PLANTATION  

 
VIEW OF MANJOLAI HILLS   
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District  :  

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI 
 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 73 

SRI RANAGANATHA SWAMY TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

10°51'44.5"N 78°41'23.6"E 

 

Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple, also known 

as Thiruvaranga Tirupati, is one of the 

most illustrious Vaishnav temples in the 

country, dedicated to Ranganatha, a 

reclining form of Hindu deity,God Vishnu. 

Situated in an ethereal setting on the 

island of Srirangam that is bounded by the 

two rivers of Cauvery and Kollidam, this 

living temple and sacred centre of 

pilgrimage is counted as, the first and 

foremost among the 108 Divya Desams . 

 

Constructed in the Dravidian style of 

architecture, the Temple Complex is 

massive in scale and spread over 156 

acres. According to some scholars, this 

makes Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple the 

largest Functioning Temple in the World 

and is often found ranked amongst the 

largest religious complexes of the world, 

including the Potala Palace in Lhasa, Tibet, 

Angkor Wat in Cambodia, Borobodur in 

Indonesia, Machu Picchu in Peru and the 

Vatican City 

 
The main entrance, known as the 

Rajagopuram (the royal temple tower), 

rises from the base area of around 5720 

and goes up to 237 feet (72 m), moving up 

in eleven progressively smaller tiers. 

 

 
 

The Temple Complex has 21 very colorful 

sculpted gopuras (consecrated gateways 

with towers), 50 sub shrines, 9 sacred 

pools, gilded Vimana (dome) over the 

sanctum sanctorum of the presiding deity, 

and other interesting features such as 

fresco paintings .The walls of the Temple 

complex are painted with exquisite 

paintings using herbal and vegetable dyes. 
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They speak volumes about the culture and 

tradition followed at those times. The 

figures of Gods and Goddesses tell us 

stories and teach us morals. The high end 

technologies used in these paintings 

ensured a long life for these paintings and 

poses a tough challenge to reproduce 

them in these modern days. 

 

 
FRESCO PAINTINGS 

 

An interesting piece of history is the Yanai 

Vahana. An ordinary eye would describe it 

as an Elephant, however, looking closely 

one would observe that it has four tusks. 

A quick search on the Encarta 

Encyclopedia will let us know that these 

four-tusked elephants were known as 

Mastodontoidea, which are said to have 

evolved around 38 million years ago and 

became extinct about 15 million years ago 

when the shaggy and two tusked 

Mastodons increased in population 

 

 
 

The temple has 21 gopurams (towers), 39 

pavilions, fifty shrines, Ayiram kaal 

mandapam (a hall of 1000 pillars) and 

several small water bodies inside. The 

space within the outer two prakarams 

(outer courtyard) is occupied by several 

shops, restaurants and flower stalls. 

 

The Hall of 1000 pillars (actually 953) is a 

fine example of a planned theatre-like 

structure and opposite to it, “Sesha 

Mandap”, with its intricacy in sculpture, is 
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a delight.The 1000-pillared hall made of 

granite was constructed in the 

Vijayanagara period (1336–1565) on the 

site of the old temple. 

 

 
THE 1000-PILLARED HALL 

 

 
The pillars consists of sculptures of wildly 

reared horses, bearing riders on their 

backs and trampling with their hoofs upon 

the heads of rampant tigers, seem only 

natural and congruous amongst such 

weird surroundings. 

 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 18 KM 

 
Tiruchirappalli Junction – 14 KM 

 

Tiruchirappalli Central Bus Stand 
– 14 KM 
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District  :  

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 74 

ROCK FORT 

 

Location :  

10°49'42.5"N 78°41'49.5"E 

 

The Tiruchirapalli Rock Fort is a historic 

fort and temple complex built on an 

ancient rock. It is constructed on a 273-

foot high rock.There are two Hindu 

temples inside the Rockfort, The Uchchi 

Pillaiyar Koil and The Siva Temple. 

Geologically the 83 m high rock may date 

to over one billion years ago. The fort 

complex has witnessed fierce battles 

between Madurai Nayakas and Bijapur, 

Carnatic and Maratha forces. The fort 

played an important part during the 

Carnatic wars, helping lay the foundations 

of the British Empire in India. 

 

 

 
THE ROCK FORT  

 

The oldest construction in the southern 

face of the rock fort is the “Pallava Caves” 

built by the Pallava Kings from the year 

580 AD. 

 
The Thayumanavar Temple is a temple 

situated in the Rockfort complex. The 

temple is situated close to the base of the 

Rockfort and was constructed by the 

Pallava king Mahendravarman I in the 6th 

century AD. Shiva is worshipped as 

Thayumanavar, and is represented by the 

lingam and his consort Parvati is depicted 

as Mattuvar Kuzhalammai. The presiding 

deity is revered in the 7th century Tamil 
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Saiva canonical work, the Tevaram, 

written by Tamil saint poets known as the 

nayanars and classified as Paadal Petra 

Sthalam. 

 

 
THE THAYUMANAVAR TEMPLE 

 

      Ucchi Pillayar Koil,is a 7th-century 

Hindu temple, one dedicated to Lord 

Ganesh located a top of Rockfort, 

Tiruchirappalli, Tamilnadu, India. 

Mythologically this rock is the place where 

Lord Ganesh ran from King Vibishana, 

after establishing the Ranganathaswamy 

deity in Srirangam 

 

 

 
UCCHI PILLAYAR KOIL 

 

 
ROCKS AS STEPS LEADING TO THE TEMPLE 

 

Temple History - When Lord Sri Rama 

returned to Ayodhya after rescuing 

Mother Sita from the captivity of Ravana, 

Sri Sugriva, Sri Hanuman and Sri Vibishana 

accompanied the Lord to participate in 

the coronation function of the Lord. While 

returning back with the gift of Sri 

Ranganatha idol from Sri Rama, Vibishana 

came south. Seeing the beauty of River 

Cauvery and the scenic environment, he 

wanted to relax for a while. Lord Vinayaka 

was there in the guise of a little boy. 

Vibishana asked the boy to take care of 

the gift idol of Lord Ranganatha. After 

waiting for Vibishana, the boy placed the 

idol on the ground and hid Himself in the 

hill. 

 

   Vibhishana was shocked to see the boy 

missing. He applied all his energy to move 

the idol but failed. Thus Lord Ranganatha, 

bound to Sri Lanka, cut short His journey 

and chose Sri Rangam as His abode. 
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Seeing the boy at the top of hill, Vibishana 

hit Him on the head, the scar of which is 

still visible on the Vinayaka idol. Thus, 

Lord Vinayaka along with Lord Ranganatha 

nearby is ruling us gracefully 

.

VIEW FROM THE TEMPLE 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 16 KM 

 
Tiruchirappalli Junction – 6 KM 

 

Tiruchirappalli Central Bus Stand 
– 6 KM 
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District  :  

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 75 

JAMBUKESWARAR TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

10°51'11.0"N 78°42'20.5"E 

 

Jambukeswarar temple was built by 

Kochengannan Chola (Kochenga Chola), 

one of the Early Cholas, around 1,800 

years ago. It is in the Srirangam Island, 

which has the famous Ranganathaswamy 

temple. Hundreds of devotees gather here 

every year to watch the Lord and get his 

blessings. 

 

Devotees believe that once, Devi Parvati 

made fun of Lord Shiva’s penance for the 

improvement and welfare of the world. 

So, Shiva asked her to go to the earth 

from Kailash (Shiva’s abode) to perform 

her penance. 

 

Parvati in the form of Akilandeswari, as 

per Shiva‘s wish, found Jambu forest 

(Thiruvanaikoil) to conduct her penance. 

Hence, she made a lingam out of water of 

river Cauvery under the Venn Naaval tree 

(the Venn Naaval tree on top of the saint 

Jambu) and commenced her worship. 

Threfore, the lingam is known as Appu 

Lingam (Water Lingam). Siva at last gave 

darshan to Akilandeswari and taught her 

Siva Gnana. Further, Akilandeswari took 

Upadesa (lessons) facing East from Shiva, 

who stood facing west. 

 

Also, Malyavan and Pushpadanta were 

two Shiva Ganas or disciples. They always 

were on conflict over something or other 

and once Malyavan cursed Pushpadanta 

to become an elephant on Earth. The 

latter cursed the other to become a 

spider. The elephant and the spider came 

to Jambukeswaram and continued their 

Siva worship. 

 

The elephant collected water from river 

Cauvery and conducted ablution to the 

lingam under the Jambu tree every day. 

Shiva, in the form of Jambukeswara, 

moved by the deep devotion of the two, 

relieved them from the curse. As an 

elephant worshipped Shiva here, this 

place was famous as Thiru Aanai Kaa 

(thiru means holy, aanai is elephant, kaa 

(kaadu) means forest). Then, later the 

name ‘Thiruaanaikaa’ becomes 

‘Thiruvanaikaval’ and ‘Thiruvanaikoil’. 

For committing the sin killing the 

elephant, the spider was born as the King 

Kochengannan Chola meaning red-eyed 

king and built 70 temples and this temple 

is one among them 

 

As per Fergusson, the temple surpasses 

the Srirangam Ranganathaswamy temple 

in architectural terms, which were both 

constructed at the same time. There are 

five enclosures inside the temple. The 

massive outer wall covering the fifth 

precinct, known as the Vibudi Prakara, 

stretches over a mile and is two feet thick 

and over 25 feet high 

 

Thiruvanaikal is one of the five 

major Shiva Temples of Tamil 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva_Temples_of_Tamil_Nadu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva_Temples_of_Tamil_Nadu
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Nadu (Pancha Bhoota Stalam) 

representing the five great elements. It 

represents the element of water, 

or neer in Tamil. The sanctum of 

Jambukeswara has an underground water 

stream and in spite of pumping water out, 

it is always filled with water.  

 

It is one of the 275 Paadal Petra Sthalams, 

where all the four most 

revered Nayanars (SaiviteSaints) have 

sung glories of the deity in this temple. 

The temple has inscriptions from 

the Cholaperiod. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 16 KM 

 
Tiruchirappalli Junction – 11 KM 

 

Tiruchirappalli Central Bus Stand 
– 11 KM 

 

 
JAMBUKESWARAM TEMPLE VIEW  

 
THE LINGAM INSIDE THE TEMPLE 

 
THE SECOND PRECINCT OF THE TEMPLE WITH 

PILLARS SCULPTED DURING THE NAYAK PERIOD 

 

 
VIBUDI PRAKARA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pancha_Bhoota_Stalam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_(classical_element)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paadal_Petra_Sthalam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nayanars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saivite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chola
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VARIOUS GATEWAY TOWERS IN THE TEMPLE 
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District  :  

ARIYALUR 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 76 

GANGAIKONDA CHOLAPURAM 

 

Location :  

11°12'21.4"N 79°26'57.4"E 

 

Ariyalur is best known for the 

Gangaikondacholisvarar temple in 

Gangaikondacholapuram, the biggest 

temple constructed during the reign of 

Rajendra–I in Ariyalur region. Following 

the conquest of the Gangetic plains in A.D. 

1023 Rajendra–I built a great city called 

Gangaikondacholapauram and a Siva 

temple Gangaikondacholisvarar and a lake 

Chola Gangam in commemoration of his 

victory. The place, the temple and the lake 

(Chola Gangam) are the living 

embodiments of the heroism of the Tamils 

who unfurled the Chola‘s Tiger flag on the 

banks of the River Ganges. He also shifted 

his capital from Thanjavur to this newly 

built town. From his period to the end of 

the Chola family rule in A.D.1279 this city 

was the capital for the Chola Empire for a 

period of 256 years. The gigantic stone 

temple which he built in this place is rich 

repository of beautiful sculptures of 

middle Chola period. This city is 

celebrated in the literature of Muvar ula 

of Ottakuttar and Kalingattuparani of 

Jayankondar. 

Rajendra’s Gangetic expedition was over 

by his 11th regal year (A.D.1023). The 

earliest reference which mentions the city 

of Gangaikondacholapuram is a record of 

A. D. 1027 of him. Hence it is evident that 

the city was built in memory of his great 

victory between A.D. 1023 and 1027. The 

recently discovered Esalam Copper plates 

of A.D. 1036 of Rajendra–I give concrete 

evidence that he built the 

Gangaikondacholisvarar temple. Another 

record of A.D. 1068 of Virarajendra in 

Gangaikonda Cholapuram which is the 

earliest record in the temple that 

mentions the grant of villages to the 

Gangaikondacholisvarar temple by 

Rajendra-I in his 24th year (A.D. 1036). 

These evidences indicate that the Siva 

temple was built between A.D. 1023 and 

1036 although the earliest extant record 

in this big temple belongs to A. D. 1068 of 

Virarajendra. 

 

This temple is a living history of the Cholas 

in stone from the period of Rajendra-I and 

a beautiful gallery of Chola art and 

architecture. Many sculptures brought 

from Andhra, Karnataka and Bengal as 

war trophies are also preserved in the 

temple and in the nearby villages. 

Chandesura Anugraha Murthy and 
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Sarasvathy are the most beautiful 

sculptures of the temple. 

 

At present it is under the control of 

Archaelogical Survey of India and the 

Hindu Religious & Charitable Endowments 

and recently the UNESCO declared the 

Temple as a world heritage monument. 
 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 133 KM 

 

Kumbakonam Railway Station – 
35 KM, Ariyalur Railway Station – 
48 KM 

 
Jayamkondan Bus Stand – 10 KM 

 

 

 
ENTRANCE OF THE TEMPLE 

 
FRONT VIEW 

 
NANDHI VIEW  

WALL CARVINGS  
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District  :  

ARIYALUR  

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place: 77 

FOSSIL EXECAVATION  

 

Location :  

11°08'09.1"N 79°04'37.5"E 

 

Ariyalur district has a very rich and 

glorious past. Its antiquity dates back to 

the period of Prehistoric Civilization which 

flourished about 200,000 years ago. 

ARIYALUR UNDER THE SEA 

Before the advent of the human activities 

in the area covered by the district, it was 

submerged under the Sea. Later, due to 

the changes in climatic conditions, the sea 

water receded towards the east and thus 

emerged the present land made 0f 

metamorphic rocks belonging to the 

gneiss family. This rocky soil is made up of 

sedimentary and gypsum rocks that 

belong to different geological periods. 

These changes took place around 15 

million years ago in what is termed by 

geologists as the Cretaceous age. 

Following the changes including the 

receding of the sea, various species that 

lived in the sea and the sea shore that 

were submerged under the gutter and 

swamp became fossils. Thus Ariyalur 

district is a veritable Palaeo-Zoological 

Garden and is often nick named as the 

‘Mecca of the Geological Researchers’. 

Various types of fossils of wood, animal 

and plant species have been unearthed in 

the District. Dinosaur eggs have been 

discovered at Kallakurichi mines and 

Ninniyur and thus the district is a treasure 

house of fossils of ancient species. 

PREHISTORIC PERIOD (B.C. 200,000 TO 

A.D 300) 

The people of prehistoric period lived in 

the area covered under the District. 

Traces of their culture in the form of 

Paleolithic and Neolithic tools and the 

megalithic urns and potteries have been 

discovered from Ninniyur, Ottakovil, 

Vilangudi, Vikkiramangalam, Ariyalur, 

Kilakulathur, Elakurichi, Tirumalapadi, 

Pottakollai-Thathanur, Gunamangalam, 

Melapaluvur, Kandiraitheertham and 

Thular. 

SANGAM PERIOD (B.C. 500 TO A.D. 300) 

During the Sangam period, Ariyalur was 

under the rule of the Cholas of Uraiyur 

and the Malavar Chief of Kollimalai which 

was ruled by Ori, who was famous for his 

prowess in archery. Copper coins of the 



Prep by:   Page 166 of 211 

Sangam Cholas have been found at 

Ariyalur.  

PALLAVA PERIOD (6 - 9 TH CENTURY A.D) 

The present day Ariyalur district formed a 

part of the Pallava Empire. Coins of 

Mahendravarma Pallava were found at 

Govindapuram near Ariyalur. A stone 

sculpture of Srivatsam (Lakshmi) of the 

period of the Pallavas is preserved in the 

Kodandaramasamy temple in Ariyalur and 

this sculpture attests the existence of the 

temple during the Pallava period.  

THE IMPERIAL CHOLA PERIOD (A.D. 850-

1279) 

The area comprising of the present day 

Ariyalur district remained under the rule 

of the Imperial Cholas from the beginning 

of their rule to the end. More than 450 

inscriptions of the Chola Kings from 

Aditya-I (871-907) to Rajendra-III (1246-

1279) are available in this district. They 

throw light into the political, social, 

economic, and religious and cultural life of 

this region under the Cholas. Many 

temples were built in this district during 

the Chola period.  

ARIYALUR UNDER THE PANDYAS AND 

HOYSALAS 

Jatavarman Sundarapandya invaded the 

Chola country and captured it. 

Maravarman Kulasekara Pandya-I (1268-

1318) captured the capital 

Gangaikondacholapuram in A. D. 1279 and 

brought this district under his control. 49 

inscriptions of the Pandyas show their rule 

over this area from A.D.1255 to 1370. 

UNDER THE VIJAYANAGAR EMPIRE (A.D. 

1371 – 1685) AND THE PALAYAM CHIEFS 

(A.D. 1550 – 1817) 

More than 60 inscriptions show the rule of 

the Vijayanagar Kings over this area. A 

record of A.D. 1372 from Muttuvancheri 

shows the rule of the Vijayanaga king 

Kampana over this district. A line of more 

than 7 Chiefs of the Kachchiyaraya of 

Vilandai ruled over Ariyalur region as 

subordinates of the Vijayanagar kings. 

 

 
Tiruchirappalli International 
Airport – 94 KM 

 
Ariyalur Railway Station 

 
Ariyalur Bus Stand 
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District  :  

NILGIRIS 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES  

 

Place: 78 

MOUNTAIN RAILWAY 

 

Location :  

11°24'18.7"N 76°41'45.8"E 

The Nilgiri Mountain Railway is a 1,000 

mm (3 ft 3 3⁄8 in) metre gauge railway in 

Tamil Nadu, India, built by the British in 

1908. The railway is operated by the 

Southern Railway and is the only rack 

railway in India. 

The railway relies on its fleet of steam 

locomotives. NMR switched to diesel 

locomotives on the section between 

Coonoor and Udhagamandalam. Local 

people and visitors led a campaign to 

return to steam locomotives in this 

section. 

In July 2005, UNESCO added the Nilgiri 

Mountain Railway as an extension to the 

World Heritage Site of Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway. The site then became 

known as Mountain Railways of India 

In 1854, plans were made to build a 

mountain railway from Mettupalayam to 

the Nilgiri Hills. However, it took the 

decision-makers 45 years to cut through 

the bureaucratic red tape and complete 

the construction. The line was completed 

and opened for traffic in June 1899. It was 

operated first by the Madras Railway 

under an agreement with the 

government. 

The Madras Railway Company continued 

to manage the railway line on behalf of 

the government for a long time until the 

South Indian Railway company purchased 

it. 

Initially, Coonoor was the final station on 

the line. In September 1908, the line was 

extended to Fernhill. By October 15, 1908, 

it was extended to Udhagamandalam. 

These extensions from Coonoor on the 

same gauge over a distance of 18.91 km 

were done at a cost of Rs. 24,40,000/- 

NMR passes through paddy fields for 

about 7 kilometres between Kallar and 

Mettupalayam. Then, the train takes a 

sudden turn, running through a rocky 

terrain for about 21 kms. This is followed 

by various tunnels, via ducts, bends and 

twists. The train then enters the steep 

climb to the tea plantations in Coonoor. 

In over 100 years of its existence, NMR 

has faced several challenges like 

landslides, tracks being washed away, and 

much more 
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Coimbatore International Airport 
– 88 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Railway 
Station 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Bus 
Stand – 0.25 KM 

 

THE MOUNTAIN RAIL 

LOCOMOTIVE ENGINE  
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District :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place: 79 

COONOOR 
 

Location :  

11°21'13.2"N 76°47'38.3"E 

 

Coonoor is nothing less than a natural 

paradise. It has an average elevation of 

1850 metres (6070 feet) above sea level. 

It features a sub-tropical highland climate 

due to high altitude. 

 

Spread over an area of 12 hectares, Sim's 

Park has a collection of over 1,000 plant 

species. The botanical garden is partly 

developed in the Japanese style and 

derived its name from J. D. Sim, the 

secretary of the Madras Club in 1874. The 

key attraction of the park is the annual 

fruit and vegetable show held in May. 

Dolphin's Nose Viewpoint is 10 km from 

Coonoor and provides a panoramic view 

of the vast expanse of the Nilgiri Hills and 

Catherine Falls. Tourists can trek from 

Lady Canning's Seat to Dolphin's Nose. 

Lamb’s Rock, about 5½ km from Coonoor, 

is another vantage point. Droog Fort is 

located at a distance of 13 km from 

Coonoor and was once used by Tipu 

Sultan in the 18th century. Law's fall is a 

waterfall located 5 km from Coonoor, on 

the way to Mettupalayam. 

 

Pomological Station is a research center of 

the State Agricultural Department for 

persimmon, pomegranates and apricot. 

Pasteur Institute located near Sim’s park, 

was started in 1907. This institute 

develops vaccination for rabies. Central 

Silk Board has its silkworm breeding 

station (Satellite Silkworm Breeding 

Station of Central Sericultural Research & 

Training Institute-Mysore) besides state 

government silk farm at Springfield. 

Recently, Floriculture and strawberry 

cultivation have taken root. 

 

 
SIM'S PARK 

 
CATHERINE FALLS 

 
DOLPHIN'S NOSE VIEWPOINT 
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LADY CANNING’S SEAT 

 
DROOG FORT 

LAW’S FALL 

 
RAILA DAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coimbatore International Airport 
– 72 KM 

 
Conoor Railway Station 

 
Conoor Bus Stand 
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District  :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL 

 

Place: 80 

OOTY (UDHAGAMANDALAM) 

 

Location :  

11°24'36.0"N 76°42'00.0"E 

 

Ooty is located in the Western Ghats zone 

at an altitude of 2240 mtrs. It is the 

headquarters of the Nilgiri District, where 

the two mountain ranges meet. 

Udhagamandalam, popularly called OOTY 

by tourists, is the Queen of Hill Stations. 

Centuries ago it was also called Oththai-

Kal [single stone] Mandu [Mund is a name 

of Toda Village].  

 
 

The British started calling it Ootacamund. 

Coffee and Tea Plantations and trees like 

Conifers, Eucalyptus, Pine and Wattle dot 

the hill side in Udhagamandalam and its 

environs. Summer temperature is 

maximum of 25 C and a minimum of 10 C. 

During the winter it is minimum 5 C and a 

maximum of 21 C when it is slightly 

warmer. This area was inhibited by the 

tribals called TODA long before anybody 

could venture into this region. Curiously 

enough, this slice of paradise remained 

unknown even during the periods of the 

great Southern Dynasties. It was the 

Britons who ventured into the riches of 

the regions during early 1800’s. 

Development and modernization took 

place after their arrival to 

Udhagamandalam. This was the Summer 

Capital of the Madras Presidency during 

the British Rule. Coonoor - 19Kms, 

Kothagiri - 31 Kms are the other smaller 

nearby hill stations 

 

Ooty is situated in the Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve. Many of the forested areas and 

water bodies are off-limits to most visitors 

to protect this fragile ecosystem. Some 

areas of the Biosphere Reserve have been 

earmarked for tourism development. It is 

situated at an altitude of 2,240 metres 

(7,350 feet) above sea level. 

 

Botanical Garden in Ooty 

 

 
 

The Government Botanical Garden is the 

largest rose garden in India. It is situated 

on the slopes of the Elk Hill in 

Vijayanagaram of Ooty town, at an 

altitude of 2200 meters. Today this garden 

has one of the largest collection of roses 

in the country with more than 20,000 

varieties of roses of 2,800 cultivars. The 
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collection includes hybrid tea roses, 

Miniature Roses, Polyanthas, Papagena, 

Floribunda, Ramblers, Yakimour and roses 

of unusual colours like black and green. 

 

 
Xerochrysum bracteatum - Everlasting 

flower from Ooty 

The 22-acre (89,000 m2) Ooty Botanical 

Gardens was laid out in 1847 and is 

maintained by the Government of Tamil 

Nadu. The Botanical Garden is lush, green, 

and well-maintained. A flower show along 

with an exhibition of rare plant species is 

held every May. The gardens have around 

a thousand species, both exotic and 

indigenous, of plants, shrubs, ferns, trees 

and herbal and bonsai plants. The garden 

has a 20-million-year-old fossilised tree. 

 

Deer Park is located on the edge of Ooty 

Lake. It is one of the high altitude zoos in 

India like the zoo in Nainital, Uttarakhand. 

This park was formed to house a number 

of species of deer and other animals. 

 

Ooty Lake 

 

Ooty Lake covers an area of 65 acres. The 

boat house established alongside the lake, 

offers boating to tourists, a major 

attraction in Ooty. It was constructed in 

1824 by John Sullivan, the first collector of 

Ooty. The lake was formed by damming 

the mountain streams flowing down Ooty 

valley. The lake is set among groves of 

Eucalyptus trees with a railway line 

running along one bank. During the 

summer season in May, boat races and 

boat pageantry are organised for two days 

at the lake. 

 

Boating in Pykara Lake in Ooty 

 

Pykara is a river located 19 km from Ooty. 

The Pykara is considered very sacred by 

the Todas. The Pykara River rises at 

Mukurthi peak and passes through a hilly 

tract, generally keeping to the north and 

turns to the west after reaching the 

plateau's edge. The river flows through a 

series of cascades and the last two falls of 

55 meters and 61 meters are known as 

Pykara Falls. The falls are approximately 6 

km from the bridge on the main road. A 

boat house by the Pykara falls and dam is 

an added attraction to tourists.  

Kamaraj Sagar Dam is located 10 km from 

the Ooty bus stand. It is a picnic spot and 

a film shoot location on the slopes of the 

Wenlock Downs. The various tourist 

activities at the dam include fishing and 

studying nature and the environment. 

Parsons Valley Reservoir is the primary 

water source for the town and is mainly in 

a reserved forest and thus largely off-

limits to visitors. Emerald Lake, Avalanche 

Lake and Porthimund Lake are other lakes 

in the region. 
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Mukurthi National Park 

 
 

Mukurthi National Park is a 78.46 km2 

protected area located in the south-

eastern corner of the Nilgiris Plateau west 

of Ooty. The park was created to protect 

its keystone species, the Nilgiri tahr. The 

Western Ghats, Nilgiri Sub-Cluster (6,000 

km2), including all of Mudumalai National 

Park, is under consideration by the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee for 

selection as a World Heritage Site. 

 
 

Toda Hut 

 

There are a few Toda huts on the hills 

above the Botanical Garden, where Todas 

still dwell. There are other Toda 

settlements in the area, notably Kandal 

Mund near Old Ooty. Although many 

Todas have abandoned their traditional 

distinctive huts for concrete houses, a 

movement is now afoot to build tradition 

barrel-vaulted huts, and during the last 

decade forty new huts have been built 

and many Toda sacred dairies renovated.

 
 

The Tribal Museum is part of the campus 

of Tribal Research Centre which is in 

Muthorai Palada (10 km from Ooty town). 
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It is home to rare artifacts and 

photographs of tribal groups of Tamil 

Nadu as well as the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands, and anthropological and 

archaeological primitive human culture 

and heritage. The Tribal Museum also 

displays houses belonging to Toda, Kota, 

Paniya, Kurumba, and Kanikarans. 

 

Nilgiri Mountain Railway 

 
 

The Nilgiri Mountain Railway was built by 

the British in 1908, and was initially 

operated by the Madras Railway 

Company. The railway still relies on its 

fleet of steam locomotives. NMR comes 

under the jurisdiction of the newly formed 

Salem Division. In July 2005, UNESCO 

added the Nilgiri Mountain Railway as an 

extension to the World Heritage Site of 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, the site 

then became known as "Mountain 

Railways of India." after it satisfied the 

necessary criteria, thus forcing 

abandonment of the modernization plans. 

For the past several years, diesel 

locomotives have taken over from steam 

on the section between Coonoor and 

Udagamandalam. Local people and 

tourists have led a demand for steam 

locos to once again haul this section. 

 

 

 

Fernhills Palace 

 
 

Stone House is the first bungalow 

constructed in Ooty. It was built by John 

Sullivan and was called Kal Bangala by the 

tribals (Kal means stone in local tribal 

language). John Sullivan started building 

Stone House in 1822, acquiring land from 

the Todas at one rupee an acre.Today, it is 

the official residence for the principal of 

the Government Arts College, Ooty 

 

 
 

St Stephen's Church is located on the road 

to Mysore in Ooty, in the state of Tamil 

Nadu, India. It is one of the oldest 

churches in the Nilgiris district. The church 

dates back to the 19th century. Stephen 

Rumbold Lushington, the then governor of 

Madras, who keenly felt the need for a 

cathedral in Ooty which was exclusively 

for the British, laid the foundation stone 

for the church on 23 April 1829, to 
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coincide with the birthday of King George 

IV. St Stephen's Church was consecrated 

by John Matthias Turner, Bishop of 

Calcutta, on 5 November 1830. It was 

thrown open to public communion on 

Easter Sunday 3 April 1831. It came under 

the Church of South India in 1947.The 

architect in charge was John James 

Underwood, Captain, Madras Regiment. 

 

 
 

St. Thomas Church, a parish in the 

Anglican diocese of Ooty, was begun in 

1867, with the foundation stone being laid 

on 1 May by Lt. Gen. Howard Dowker. 

Construction was completed 20 October 

1870, and its first service was held in 

1871. Among the famous graves in the 

churchyard are those of Josiah John 

Goodwin, the British stenographer of 

Swami Vivekananda, and William Patrick 

Adam, the British governor of Madras, 

whose grave is topped by the stunning 

pillar monument dedicated to St. Thomas, 

the tallest structure in Ooty. The church’s 

graveyard was used as a setting in David 

Lean's 1984 movie, A Passage to India, 

which was based on E. M. Forster’s novel 

of the same name. 

 

In 1882, the rules and game of snooker 

were first drafted and codified in the 

"Ooty Club". The club still houses the 

billiards table that was used. 

 

 
Coimbatore International Airport 
– 88 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Railway 
Station – 1.5 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Bus 
Stand – 1.5 KM 

 

  



Prep by:   Page 176 of 211 

District :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 81 

KOTAGIRI 

 

Location :  

11°24'50.7"N 76°52'00.6"E 

 

Kotagiri is the oldest and the third largest 

hill stations in the Nilgiris. Looming over 

and above all the surrounding hills in the 

North-eastern escarpments, its climate is 

claimed to be one of the best in the 

World. Kotagiri literally means the lines of 

the house of the Kotas. Kotagiri is quietly 

tucked away in the Nilgiris and used to be 

the summer resort of the British. 

 

Till date the beauty of the hill resorts of 

Kotagiri attracts tourists and the sun 

scorched souls from far and wide. Unlike 

Ooty and Coonoor, Kotagiri is situated in 

an 'open-terrace' massif. At an elevation 

of 1985 m. the town has developed 

around numerous knolls and valleys. The 

Kotagiri weather is more bracing than that 

of Coonoor and balmier than that of Ooty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kodanad View Point 

 

It is 18 kms away from Kotagiri on the 

easternmost ridges of the Blue Mountains 

and hence the name meaning Terminus 

Country. 

 

 
Elk Falls 
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It is 7 km from Kotagiri and situate above 

Uyilathi village. The road passes through 

serenely laid out Badaga habitations. 

 

Longwood Shola 

 

About 3 km from the town, the road 

proceeding towards the Badaga village of 

"Milidhane" branes off to Longwood Shola 

which is Forest Reserve 

 

 
 

Rangaswamy Peak and Pillar 

 
 

 
 

It is 20 kms from Kotagiri. The conical 

peak exudes an exhilarating view of the 

wild yet harmonious semblance of the 

country lying around. 

 

 
Coimbatore International Airport 
– 67 KM 

 
Conoor Railway Station – 22 KM 

 
Conoor Bus Stand – 22 KM 
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District :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 82 

MUDUMALAI NATIONAL PARK 

 

Location :  

11°34'46.0"N 76°35'00.1"E 

 

The Mudumalai National Park or Wildlife 

Sanctuary resides on the northwestern 

side of the Nilgiri Hills (Blue Mountains), in 

Nilgiri District, about 150 km north-west 

of Coimbatore city. By sharing its 

boundaries with the states of Karnataka 

and Kerala, the sanctuary is divided into 5 

ranges – Masinagudi, Thepakadu, 

Mudumalai, Kargudi and Nellakota. 

 

The Mudumalai Sanctuary is an important 

wildlife habitat due to its strategic 

position as a Wildlife corridor between 

several other protected areas making it an 

essential part of the Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve. Its north is being crusted with 

Bandipur National Park and Nagarhole 

National Park and at its west, is the 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, the south 

corner is flourished with Mukurthi 

National Park and Silent Valley National 

Park. These parks, sanctuaries and the 

adjoining Reserve forests cover over 3,300 

sq kms of forest supporting a population 

of 1800–2300 elephants. 

This protected area is an ideal home to 

several endangered and vulnerable 

species Indian elephant, Bengal Tiger, 

Gaur and Indian Leopard. There is a high 

diversity of animal life in the sanctuary 

with about 50 species of fishes, 21 species 

of amphibians, 34 species of reptiles, 227 

species of birds and 55 species of 

mammals. Mammal diversity is higher in 

the dry deciduous and dry thorn forests 

than in the other habitats. Thirteen 

percent of all mammal species in India are 

present in Mudumalai wildlife sanctuary. 

There are at least 266 species of birds in 

the sanctuary, including critically 

endangered Indian White-rumped Vulture 

and long-billed vulture. 

 

Around 8 % of the bird species in India can 

be found in Mudumalai Wildlife 

Sanctuary. Among the counts of 227 bird 

species in the area, 110 species are 

insectivores, 62 are carnivores, 23 species 

are fishivores, 12 species are omnivores 

and 20 species are grainivores. 

 

Madumalai Reserve is accosted with three 

major types of forest in the sanctuary: 

tropical moist deciduous are found in the 

western Benne Block, where rainfall is 

higher than in the other blocks; tropical 

dry deciduous forest in its middle and 

southern tropical dry thorn forests in the 

east. Additionally, there are patches of 

tropical semi ever green forests in the 

Southwest and Western part of 

Mudumalai. The annual rainfall there 

exceeds 2,000 mm (79 in). Tree species in 

this habitat include Litsea mysorensis, 

Casseria ovoides, Cinnamomum 

malabatrum and Olea dioca. Climbers 

including Sneeze Wort (Watakaka 

volubilis), Gnetum ula and Entada 
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scandens are also found in these semi 

evergreen forests. 

 

Moist Bamboo brakes can be found 

among dry deciduous, moist deciduous 

and semi-evergreen forests and along the 

fringes of riparian forests and swamps. 

There are two species of bamboo found in 

Mudumalai, the giant clumping bamboos: 

Bambusa (arundinacea) and 

Dendrocalamus strictus. In such types of 

forest, a green strip of riparian forest can 

also be seen along the shore of dry 

seasonal and perennial streams. This type 

of forest remains green throughout the 

seasons. The plant species found here 

include: Mangifera indica, Terminalia 

Arjuna, Pongamia glabra, Indian rosewood 

Dalbergia latifoli, Syzygium cumini and the 

bamboo. 

 

 

Coimbatore International Airport 
– 123 KM, Mysore Airport – 82 
KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Railway 
Station – 36 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Bus 
Stand – 36 KM 

 

 

SAFARI 

LAKE BY THE NATIONAL PARK 
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District :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 83 

UPPER BHAVANI 

 

Location :  

11.2298° N, 76.5235° E 

 

Upper Bhavani is situated at a distance of 

10 km from Korakundah and over 20 km 

from Avalanche. The route to Upper 

Bhavani is replete with sholas, trees and 

the entire area is a wildlife habitat. The 

entire region of Upper Bhavani, which 

gets over 5000 mm of annual rainfall, is 

dominated by the shoals, grasslands and 

wattles. Bhavani River originates in this 

region and travels to Coimbatore and 

Erode before merging with River Cauvery. 

Upper Bhavani Reservoir is at the origin of 

Bhavani River. There is a huge dam on this 

lake, which is the major source of water 

for the nearby regions. The Upper Bhavani 

reservoir is a part of the Tamil Nadu 

Electricity Board's Kundah Power 

generation project. Water from here goes 

through an underground tunnel into the 

Avalanche - Emerald lakes, thereafter to 

Kundah and Geddai. This was originally 

called the Canada Power Project when it 

was set up sometime in the fifties. 

 

This Upper Bhavani Dam is just 60 km 

from Ooty and is the ideal way to reach 

the Mukurthi National Park. There is a 

wildlife sanctuary at this place, which 

covers an area of 70 sq. km and is home 

to Nilgiri Tahr. This sanctuary also features 

sambhar, giant squirrels, leopards, tigers, 

jungle cats, wild dogs and jackals, among 

others. 

 

SHOLAS & GRASSLANDS IN UPPER BHAVANI 

 

NILGIRIS TAHR IN UPPER BHAVANI 

 

The lake at 2270m is on the edge of the 

Nilgiri plateau, almost directly above 

Kerala's Silent Valley. Like most high 

altitude lakes, the waters here are an 

intense azure blue. Upper Bhavani has an 

earthen dam at Lakkidi and a concrete 

dam at U. Bhavani. Surrounded by dense 

forest, the reservoir enjoys a boundary 

with the Mukurthi National Park. This is a 

wild and stunningly beautiful area, 

untouched by far. Wildlife sightings are 

guaranteed in the evening and early 

mornings.  

 

The journey to the Upper Bhavani Lake 

from Ooty provides the tourists with 

spectacular views of famous attractions 
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such as Avalanche Hydel Power, 

Cauliflower Forest, Bhavani Amman 

Temple and the Upper Bhavani 

backwaters. This place is the perfect 

location for hiking, trekking and walking 

holidays. With the reservoir in the 

backdrop, there are few guest houses in 

Upper Bhavani for overnight stays. 

Tourists can go for trekking from 

Bangithapal through Sispara to the Silent 

Valley. For trekking in this region, it is 

necessary to get permission from the 

forest department. 

 

 
RESERVOIR AT UPPER BHAVANI 

 

DAM AT UPPER BHAVANI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coimbatore International Airport 
– 120 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Railway 
Station – 56 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Bus 
Stand – 56 KM 

 

 

 
INDIAN GAUR IN THE GRASSLANDS 
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District :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

Place: 84 

NILGIRI BIOSPHERE RESERVE 

 

Location : 

11°33′00″N 76°37′30″E 

 

The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is an 

International Biosphere Reserve in the 

Western Ghats and Nilgiri Hills ranges of 

South India. The Nilgiri Sub-Cluster is a 

part of the Western Ghats, which was 

declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO 

in 2012. It includes the Aralam, 

Mudumalai, Mukurthi, Nagarhole, 

Bandipur and Silent Valley national parks, 

as well as the Wayanad and 

Sathyamangalam wildlife sanctuaries. 

 

A fascinating ecosystem of the hill ranges 

of Nilgiris and its surrounding 

environments covering a tract of over 

5000 square kilometers was constituted 

as Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO 

in September 1986 under Man and 

Biosphere Programme. Nilgiris Biosphere 

Reserve is India's first and foremost 

biosphere reserves with a heritage, rich in 

flora and fauna. Tribal groups like the 

Todas, Kotas, Irullas, Kurumbas, Paniyas, 

Adiyans, Edanadan Chettis, Allar, Malayan, 

etc., are native to the reserve 

 

The reserve extends from the tropical and 

subtropical moist broadleaf forests, 

tropical moist forests of the western 

slopes of the Ghats to the tropical and 

subtropical dry broadleaf forests tropical 

dry forests on the east slopes. Rainfall 

ranges from 500mm to 7000mm per year. 

The reserve encompasses three 

ecoregions, the South Western Ghats 

moist deciduous forests, South Western 

Ghats montane rain forests, and South 

Deccan Plateau dry deciduous forests. 

Fauna includes over 100 species of 

mammals, 350 species of birds, 80 species 

of reptiles, about 39 species of fish, 31 

amphibians and 316 species of butterflies. 

It includes the Bengal tiger, Indian 

leopard, Black Panther, Gaur, Indian 

elephant, Mongoose, Malabar giant 

squirrel, Lion-tailed macaque, nilgiri 

langur, Gray langur and Nilgiri tahr. It has 

largest population of two endangered 

species- lion-tailed macaque and nilgiri 

tahr 

 

The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is very rich 

in plant diversity. About 3,300 species of 

flowering plants can be seen here. Of the 

3,300 species, 133 are endemic to the 

reserve. The genus Poeciloneuron is 

exclusively endemic to the Nilgiris. Some 

of the plants are entirely restricted to the 

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve include species 

of Adenoon, Calycanthus, Baeolepis, 

Frerea, Jarodina, Wagatea, Poeciloneuron, 

etc. 

 

Of the 175 species of orchids found in the 

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, eight are 

endemic. These include endemic and 

endangered species of Vanda, Liparis, 

Bulbophyllum and Thrixspermum. The 

Shola montane temperate grasslands of 

https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve&params=11_33_00_N_76_37_30_E_region:IN_type:landmark_dim:73km
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the reserve are a treasure house of rare 

plant species. 

 

About 80% of flowering plants reported, 

from Western Ghats, occur in Nilgiri 

Biosphere Reserve. 

 

 
VARIOUS VIEWS OF NILGIRI BIOSPHERE RESERVE  

 

 
 

 

Coimbatore International Airport 
– 120 KM, Mysore Airport – 91 
KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Railway 
Station – 33 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Bus 
Stand – 33 KM 
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District :  

NILGIRIS 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAILS 

 

PLACE: 85 

DODDABETTA PEAK – TREKKING TRAILS 

 

Location:  

11°24'03.1"N 76°44'08.8"E 

Doddabetta Peak is the highest peak of 

Nilgiri Mountains and one of the highest 

peaks of South India. It’s one of the best 

places to visit in Ooty (Udhagamandalam), 

known for its scenic beauty and 

panoramic views. 

 

There are thick Shola forests and open 

grassy meadows on the way to the peak 

and at the top are breathtaking views of 

Bandipur National Park, open grasslands 

of Mysore and Coimbatore. 

Doddabetta Peak offers the thrill of 

trekking and hiking up a mountain. There 

are many trekking trails which are easy to 

do and require no special trekking 

equipment. One needs to be healthy and 

fit to climb up a mountain. 

As you start your ascent up the mountain, 

you pass through dense Shola forests and 

the winding road up the mountain will 

give you breathtaking views of the 

mountain tops covered in wisps of 

hovering clouds, misty valleys, and grassy 

plains. The rhododendron bushes add 

charm to the entire landscape.  

 

On top of Doddabetta Peak, there is a 

Telescope House, with two telescopes 

which show sweeping panoramic views of 

the entire region. One also gets close-up 

views of the surrounding areas. 

It was opened in 18 June, 1983 and since 

then, the views of misty mountains, dense 

valleys and other peaks of this region have 

enthralled tourists who throng to this 

Telescope House to have a good view of 

the surroundings. 
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The Tea Factory at the base of Doddabetta 

Peak is a factory and museum, where tea 

is made from tea leaves. There are various 

machines processing tea leaves & 

eventually making the tea powder. 

There are pictures & charts describing the 

discovery of tea, and various 

manufacturing processes involved in tea 

making. Doddabetta Peak is surrounded 

by a reserved forested area, which has 

rich flora and fauna. There are 

rhododendron bushes on the slopes of the 

mountain, adding charm with their bright 

pink colors. 

Dense Shola forests surround the 

mountain, and there are patches of open 

grassy meadows. Many herbs and plants 

having medicinal value can be found here. 

 

  

 

 
Coimbatore International Airport 
– 96 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Railway 
Station – 9 KM 

 

Ooty (Uthagamandalam) Bus 
Stand – 9 KM 
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District :  

DINDIGUL 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITES 

 

Place:  86 

DINDIGUL FORT  

 

Location :  

10°21'36.8"N 77°57'44.7"E 

The Dindigul Fort or Dindigul Malai Kottai 

is a 17th-century hill fort; built by Madurai 

Nayak situated in the town of 

Dindigul.The fort was built by the Madurai 

Nayak king Muthu Krishnappa Nayak in 

1605. In the 18th century the fort passed 

on to Kingdom of Mysore (Mysore 

Wodeyars). During the reign of Hyder Ali 

and Tipu Sultan the fort was of strategic 

importance. In 1799 it went to the control 

of the British East India Company during 

the Polygar Wars. There is an abandoned 

temple on its peak apart from few 

cannons sealed with balls inside. In 

modern times, the fort is maintained by 

the Archaeological Survey of India. 

The rock fort is 900 ft (270 m) tall and has 

a circumference of 2.75 km (1.71 mi). 

Cannon and gunfire artillery were 

included in the fort during the 17th 

century. The fort was cemented with 

double walls to withstand heavy artillery. 

Cannons were installed at vantage points 

around the fort with an arms and 

ammunition godown built with safety 

measures. The double-walled rooms were 

fully protected against external threat and 

were well ventilated by round ventilation 

holes in the roof. A thin brick wall in one 

corner of the godown helped soldiers 

escape in case of emergency. The sloping 

ceiling of the godown prevented seepage 

of rainwater. The fort has 48 rooms that 

were once used as cells to lodge war 

prisoners and slaves, a spacious kitchen, a 

horse stable and a meeting hall for the 

army commanders. The fort also has its 

own rainwater reservoirs constructed by 

taking advantage of the steep gradient. 

The construction highlights the ingenuity 

of Indian kings in their military 

architecture. 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
83 KM 

 
Dindigul Junction – 4 KM 

 
Dindigul Bus Stand – 3 KM 

 

 

DINDIGUL FORT  
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STEPS TO THE FORT 

 
CANNON 

 

 

VIEW INSIDE THE FORT 
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District  :  

DINDIGUL 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 87 

ARULMIGU SHRI DHANDAYUTHAPANI 

TEMPLE 

 

Location :  

10°26'20.1"N 77°31'12.8"E 

 

Palani Arulmigu Shri Dhandayuthapani 

temple is one of the Six Abodes of 

Murugan. It is located in the town of 

Palani in the foot-hills of the Palani hills. 

The idol of the Muruga in Palani was 

created and consecrated by sage Bogar, 

one of aaseevaham’s (Ancient Tamil 

Culture) eighteen great siddhas out of an 

amalgam of nine poisons or 

navapashanam. The legend also holds 

that, the sculptor had to work very rapidly 

to complete its features, but that he spent 

so much time in creating the face, he did 

not have time to bestow but a rough 

grace upon the rest of the body, thus 

explaining the contrast between the 

artistic perfection of the face and the 

slightly less accomplished work upon the 

body. A shrine to Bhogar exists in the 

southwestern corridor of the temple, 

which, by legend, is said to be connected 

by a subterranean tunnel to a cave in the 

heart of the hill, where Bhogar continues 

to meditate and maintain his vigil, with 

eight idols of Muruga. 

 

 

 

Architecture  

The idol of the deity is said to be made of 

an amalgam of nine poisonous substances 

which forms an eternal medicine when 

mixed in a certain ratio. It is placed upon a 

pedestal of stone, with an archway 

framing it and represents the god 

Subrahmanya in the form. He assumed at 

Palani – that of a very young recluse, 

shorn of his locks and all his finery, 

dressed in no more than a loincloth and 

armed only with a staff, the dhandam, as 

befits a monk. 

The temple was re-consecrated by the 

Cheras, whose dominions lay to the west, 

and the guardian of whose eastern 

frontier was supposed to be the Kartikeya 

of Palani. Housed in the garbhagriham, 

the sanctum sanctorum, of the temple, 

the deity may be approached and handled 

only by the temple’s priests, who are 

members of the Gurukkal community of 

Palani, and hold hereditary rights of 

sacerdotal worship at the temple. Other 

devotees are permitted to come up to the 

sanctum, while the priests’ assistants, 

normally of the Pandāram community, are 

allowed up to the ante-chamber of the 

sanctum sanctorum. 

The temple is situated upon the higher of 

the two hills of Palani, known as the 

Sivagiri. Traditionally, access to it was by 

the main staircase cut into the hill-side or 

by the yanai-padhai or elephant’s path, 

used by the ceremonial elephants. 

Pilgrims bearing water for the ritual 

bathing of the idol, and the priests, would 

use another way also carved into the hill-

side but on the opposite side. Over the 

past half-century, three funicular railway 

tracks have been laid up the hill for the 
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convenience of the pilgrims, and 

supplemented by a rope-way within the 

past decade. There are two modes of 

transport from the foothills uphill. 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
139 KM 

 

Palani Railway Station – 5 KM, 
Dindigul Junction – 60 KM 

 

Palani Bus Stand – 2 KM, Dindigul 
Bus Stand – 60 KM 

 

PALANI TEMPLE 

PALANI HILL

THE GOLDEN GOPURAM

ROPE CARS  

MURUGAN IDOL INSIDE THE TEMPLE 
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District  :  

DINDIGUL 

 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL  

 

Place: 88 

KODAIKANAL 

 

Location :  

10°13'48.0"N 77°28'48.0"E 

Kodaikanal is a city in the hills of the 

Dindigul district. Its name in the Tamil 

language means "The Gift of the Forest". 

Kodaikanal is referred to as the "Princess 

of Hill stations". 

 

Kodaikanal was established in 1845 as a 

refuge from the high temperatures and 

tropical diseases of the plains. 

The earliest residents of Kodaikanal were 

the Palaiyar tribal people. The earliest 

specific references to Kodaikanal and the 

Palani Hills are found in Tamil Sangam 

literature of the early Common Era. 

Kodaikanal has several scenic natural 

attractions which are enjoyed by its 

visitors. Many young people come for 

road trips and leisure. It is also famous for 

homemade chocolates and eucalyptus oil. 

 

Kodaikanal Lake is an artificial, roughly 

star-shaped 60 acres lake built in 1863. It 

is Kodaikanal's most popular geographic 

landmark and tourist attraction. Rowboats 

and pedals can be hired at the Kodaikanal 

Boat Club. Horses and bicycles can be 

hired beside the lake for short periods. 

The 5 kms path that skirts the periphery of 

this lake is a favorite walk for locals and 

tourists alike. 

 

Just east of the lake and 500 metres 

(1,600 ft) from the bus stand is a well 

maintained 20.5 acres botanical garden. 

The park was planned and built in 1908 by 

a forest officer from Madurai, H.D. Bryant, 

and named after him. With 325 species of 

trees, shrubs, and cacti, the park is a 

rainbow of flowers during the peak 

season. A large section is dedicated to 

nearly 740 varieties of roses. 
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There is an 1857 eucalyptus tree and a 

Bodhi tree which adds a religious 

significance to the park. Ornamental 

plants are cultivated in a nursery for sale. 

The park organizes horticultural exhibits 

and flower shows every summer, to 

coincide with the peak season. The 

entrance fee to the park is nominal, and it 

is open all year. 

 

 

Coaker's Walk, 500 metres (1,600 ft) from 

the bus-stand, constructed by Lt. Coaker 

in 1872, is a 1-kilometre (3,300 ft) paved 

pedestrian path running along the edge of 

steep slopes on the southern side of 

Kodai. The walk, winding around Mount 

Nebo, starts in front of the Van Allen 

hospital, running parallel to the Van Allen 

Hospital Road, and joins the main road 

beside St.Peter's Church, providing a 

panoramic view of the plains. On a clear 

day one can view as far as Dolphin's Nose 

in the south, the valley of the Pambar 

River in the southeast, Periyakulam town 

and even the city of Madurai. A 

fascinating rare phenomenon called the 

Brocken spectre can be witnessed, when a 

person can see his shadow on the clouds 

with a rainbow halo. This occurs when the 

sun is behind the viewer and clouds and 

mist are to the front. There is an 

observatory with a telescope halfway 

along the walk. The entrance fee to the 

walkway is nominal and it is open all year. 

 

Poombarai Village (Kudhanthai Velappar 

Temple) is 15 kilometres (9.3 mi) from the 

bus-stand. In Poombarai village there is a 

temple of Lord Muruga. The village is fully 

covered by reserve forest. The final 

approach to this quiet area is a gently 

climbing foot-path. 

 

Green Valley View (formerly called 

Suicide Point), 5.5 kilometres (3.4 mi) 

from the bus-stand and near the golf 

course, has a panoramic view of the plains 

and a sheer drop of 1,500 metres (4,900 

ft) overlooking the Vaigai Dam to the 

south. The stairway leading up to it, is 

highly commercialized and lined with rows 

of shops to tempt tourists. 
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Pine forests: In 1906, with a view to 

growing valuable timber, H.D. Bryant 

started the Kodaikanal pine plantations in 

the south-west of Kodaikanal. 

 

Shembaganur Museum of Natural 

History, 6 kilometres (3.7 mi) from the 

bus-stand, founded in 1895, is open to the 

public (except Tuesdays) for viewing their 

outstanding taxidermy collection of more 

than 500 species of animals, birds and 

insects and a living collection of over 300 

exotic orchid species. The Museum is 

affiliated with Loyola College in Chennai 

and exhibits artifacts of the ancient 

Palaiyar tribespeople, whose descendants 

still live in these hills. 

 

 

Kodaikanal Solar Observatory, 6 

kilometres (3.7 mi) from the bus-stand on 

Observatory Road, at 2,343 metres (7,687 

ft) is the highest location near Kodai. The 

first observations were commenced here 

in 1901. Former Director John Evershed 

discovered the phenomenon of radial 

motion in sunspots, now known as the 

Evershed effect. The Kodaikanal 

Terrestrial Telescope can view a grand 

panorama including Sothupparai Dam, 

Vaigai Dam, Periyakulam and Varaha river. 

This Indian Institute of Astrophysics 

facility has a comprehensive astronomical 

science museum with organized public 

tours, access to the astronomy library, 

and scheduled night-time telescopic sky 

viewing.  
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Pillar Rocks, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from 

the bus-stand, is a set of three giant rock 

pillars which stand 122 metres (400 ft) 

high. Managed by the Tamil Nadu Forest 

Department, The viewpoint can be 

crowded but is not commercialized. There 

is an excellent public garden adjacent to 

the viewpoint. 

 

Guna caves, made popular by the Tamil 

movie Gunaa, previously called Devil's 

Kitchen, are deep bat-infested chambers 

between the three gigantic boulders that 

are the Pillar Rocks. The deep narrow 

ravines of the caves are now closed to 

public due to the deaths of twelve youths 

there. These dangerous caves are highly 

protected now, and tourists can see 

sections of the cave system from afar. In 

the late 1970s the inside of the caves was 

well photographed. 

 

Silver Cascade, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from 

Kodaikanal at a wide bend in the long and 

winding Laws Ghat Road, at altitude 1,800 

metres (5,900 ft), is a 55-metre (180 ft) 

waterfall formed from the outflow of 

Kodaikanal Lake. The water quality is 

reportedly poor and not good enough for 

bathing. This impressive waterfall is a 

popular stop for first-time visitors. There 

are a few souvenir and fruit vendors and 

many monkeys here. There is also a 

smaller but more serene waterfall below 

the bridge which crosses the stream here. 

Silver Cascade Waterfall is formed from 

the outflow of Kodaikanal Lake. 

 

 

Dolphin's Nose, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from 

the bus stand, is a flat rock projecting over 

a chasm 6,600 feet (2,000 m) deep. It is an 

undisturbed area 1 kilometre (0.62 mi) 

down a steep rocky trail beginning soon 

after Pambar Bridge. Views of steep rocky 

escarpments rising from the plains can be 

seen. The old village of Vellagavi can be 

reached through a rugged bridle path 

here. A short paved walkway leads from 

the road here to Pambar Falls (which is 

also locally addressed as 'Liril Falls' after 

the famous Liril Soap advertisement 

filmed in 1985). 
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Kurinji Andavar Murugan temple, 4 

kilometres (2.5 mi) from the bus-stand, is 

famous for its Kurinji flower which 

blossoms in the area only once every 12 

years. The deity here is called Sri Kurinji 

Easwaran, who is Lord Murugan. This 

temple was built in 1936 by a European 

woman, who on coming to Ceylon, 

converted to Hinduism. 

 

Berijam Lake is surrounded by nature at a 

distance of around 20 km from 

Kodaikanal. Boating is prohibited, as the 

lake is a source of water for villages. 

Forest department permission is required 

and a limited number of vehicles (up to 

80) are allowed to enter the forest area 

where the lake is situated. Entry is 

restricted into the Berijam Lake area , 

between 9.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Bison, deer, 

panthers, and snakes are often spotted in 

this area. The fire tower, Silent Valley, 

Medicine Forest, and Lake View are other 

attractions around the lake.  

 

Psilocybin mushrooms which produce 

hallucinogenic effects when consumed, 

and other poisonous mushrooms grow 

around Berijam. Medicine Forest has a 

certain species of trees whose fragrance is 

believed to have hallucinogenic effects. 

 
 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
136 KM 

 

Kodai Road Railway Station – 82 
KM, Dindigul Junction – 99 KM 

 

Kodaikanal Bus Stand – 3 KM, 
Dindigul Bus Stand – 99 KM 
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District  :  

THOOTHUKUDI 
 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place : 89 

ADICHANALLUR 

 

Location : 

8°37'43.0"N 77°52'22.0"E 

 

Adichanallur is an archaeological site in 

Thoothukudi district in Tamil Nadu, India. 

The town is known locally as 

“Aathichanallur”, and has been the site of 

a number of very important 

archaeological finds. Korkai, the capital of 

the Early Pandyan Kingdom, is located 

about 15 km from Adichanallur. 

Adichanallur is 20km from Tirunelveli on 

the way to Tiruchendur. From an 

Archaeological point of view, this place 

has a glorious past and it is located on the 

banks of river Tamirabarani. It is assumed 

that, in ancient times a civilized habitation 

flourished here. Urns (burnt-clay vessels 

which were used for burying dead 

bodies’/ people) and small mud vessels 

were found near the river Tamirabarani, 

supporting evidence, for the existence of 

a civilization. Some of these urns 

contained writing in Tamil-Brahmi script. 

While most of the burial urns contained 

skeletons of Dravidian origin, some were 

found with skeletons of Austroliod, 

Mongoloid, Caucasian and Mediterranean 

people.  Carbon dating of samples 

excavated in 2004 from the Adichanallur 

site has revealed that they belonged to 

the period between 905 BC and 696 BC. In 

2005, around 169 clay urns containing 

human skeletons were unearthed, that 

date back to atleast 3,800 years. This 

place is now under the supervision of 

Tamilnadu State Archaeological 

Department. 

 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 29 KM 

 
Tirunelveli Junction – 24 KM 

 

Tirunelveli New Bus Stand – 22 
KM 

 

 
 

 
GOLD ORNAMENT TIED ON THE FOREHEAD 

DURING WEDDING, UNEARTHED AT 

ADHICHANALLUR, PLACED AT GOVERNMENT 

MUSEUM IN EGMORE, CHENNAI 
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TAMIL-BRAHMI SCRIPT FOUND ON THE POTTERY 

 
A FIGURINE OF MOTHER GODDESS UNEARTHED 

AT ADHICHANALLUR, PLACED AT GOVERNMENT 

MUSEUM IN EGMORE, CHENNAI. 
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District  :  

THOOTHUKUDI 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITE 

 

Place:  90 

KAZHUGUMALAI 

 

Location : 

9°09'10.7"N 77°42'15.8"E 

 

Kalugumalai is a Panchayat town in 

Kovilpatti Taluk of Thoothukudi District in 

the Indian State of Tamil Nadu. It has an 

average elevation of 105 metres 

(344 feet). Kalugumalai is 60 KM from 

Tirunelveli, 21 KM from Kovilpatti and 22 

KM from Sankarankovil. This small 

beautiful town has great historic 

background and religious value. The place 

houses the rock cut Kalugusalamoorthy 

Temple, Monolithic Vettuvan Koil and 

Kalugumalai Jain Beds. 

 

The main occupation of this area is only 

agriculture and match industries. It is 

valued by tourists for both Heritage and 

pilgrimage purposes. 

 

According to mythology, the place derived 

its name Kazhugumalai, meaning Eagle 

Mountain. Sampathi, an eagle-saint and 

Jatayu’s blood brother, worshipped on a 

mountain at this place, after obtaining the 

blessings of Lord Rama and hence the 

name Kazhugumalai. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoothukudi Airport – 99 KM, 
Madurai International Airport – 
118 KM 

 

Kovilpatti Railway Station – 22 
KM, Sivakasi Railway Station – 38 
KM 

 
Kovilpatti Bus Stand – 20 KM 

 

KALUGASALAMOORTHY TEMPLE 

 

The main deity of this temple is Lord 

Muruga. The main deity hall and entrance 

hall is excavated inside the foot hills of 

Kalugumalai in the south western corner 

of the hill and with external structural 

additions. The temple has many aesthetic 

sculptures. 

 

 
KALUGASALAMOORTHY TEMPLE 

 
SCULPTURE ON THE CEILING OF THE TEMPLE 
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TEMPLE TANK 

 

The temple dates to the 18th century. The 

main deity is Lord Murugan with his wife 

Deivanai.The temple complex also has 

shrines of Shiva, Akilandeswari, Vinayakar 

and many lesser deities.   

 

VETTUVAN KOVIL 

  

Vettuvan Koil is a Hindu temple built 

between the 8th and 9th century. 

Kalugumalai is a priceless unfinished 

Pandya era monolith cave temple, part of 

the iconographic richness that helped 

chronicle the burgeoning richness of the 

Tamil culture, traditions, and sacred 

centres containing religious art.This is the 

only one of the monolithic Pandya Temple 

that still survives. 

 

 
FRONT VIEW OF VETTUVAN KOIL 

 
TOP VIEW OF VETTUVAN KOIL 

 

About 7.5 meter of the mountain is 

excavated in a rectangular fashion and in 

the middle the temple is sculpted from a 

single piece of rock. The carvings reflect 

the southern temple style of 

the Pandya era. Only the top portion of 

the temple is completed. The temple has 

an entrance and centre hall for the main 

deity. In the later days Ganesha's idol is 

kept and worshipped. At the top of the 

temple beautiful sculpture of Uma 

Maheswarar, Dakshinamoorthy, Vishnu 

and Brahma can be found. This temple is 

of the same style of Kailasnath temple 

in Ellora, structural shrines at Pattadakal 

in Bijapur, monolithic temples 

ofPallavas at Mamallapuram showing the 

close political relationship between 

Pallavas, Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas.  

 

 
SIDE VIEW OF VETTUVAN KOIL 
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There are around 122 sculptures in the 

rock cut temple. The intricately carved 

statues are from fine granite. 

 

KALUGUMALAI JAIN BEDS 

 

The area is known for the Jain cave temple 

and architecture.There are many relief 

sculptures dating to the 8th – 9thcentury 

A.D. in the area, including the rock cut 

image of Bhagawan Parshwanatha flanked 

by two Yaksha, Adinatha, Neminatha 

Mahaveera Parvanatha, Bahubali as well 

as many other rock cut images of other 

tirthankaras. 

 

 

 
KALUGUMALAI JAIN BEDS 

 
MAHAVIRA AND PARSHVANATHA, IN TWO OF 

THE NICHES 

 

The main deity of the hill was called 

Araimalai Alwar. The other figures were 

made by the followers of Jain faith from a 

number of villages nearby. The sculptures 

were caused to be made in memory of the 

departed souls. There are approximately 

one hundred and fifty relief 

sculptures.The sculptures and the 

epigraphs are assigned to the reign of 

Pandya, Parantaka Nedunjadaiya (A.D768-

800). 

 

Other than these temples there is 

Vinayaga temple at the top of the 

Kalugumalai hill and Ayyanar temple on 

the way to Jain Abode. 
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District :  

THOOTHUKUDI 

 

Category: 

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 

 

Place: 91 

THIRUCHENDUR MURUGAN TEMPLE 

 

Location: 

8°29'44.5"N 78°07'45.9"E 

 

Tiruchendur Murugan Temple is an 

ancient Hindu temple dedicated to Lord 

Muruga at the site of the battle.It is one of 

the six major abodes, or sacred temples, 

of the Kaumaram religion. 

Soorasamharam, a re-enactment of the 

victory over Soorapadman, and Kanda 

Shasti, a devotional song in praise of Lord 

Muruga are performed at the temple. This 

temple is the fourth Hindu temple in Tamil 

Nadu to get ISO certification. 

 

The temple, which is built near the 

seashore, measures 91 m (299 ft) north to 

south, 65 m (213 ft) east to west, and has 

a seven-tier gopuram, or tower gate, that 

is 42 m (138 ft) high. The principal 

entrance faces south, and opens into the 

first of two prakarams, the first of which is 

lined with rows of Yalis. The inner 

sanctum of the temple is in a cave and the 

main deity, or moolavar, is Murugan as a 

saintly child, portrayed in a granite 

carving. Naazhi Kinaru, a sacred well fed 

by a freshwater spring, is located 100 m 

(330 ft) south of the temple. Devotees 

undergo a ritual cleansing by bathing in 

water from the well after bathing in the 

ocean. 

 
Thoothukudi Airport – 40 KM 

 

Thoothukudi Railway Station – 45 
KM 

 
Thirchendur Bus Stand – 2 KM 

 

 

 
TEMPLE 

 
GOPURAM  
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District  :  

TIRUVALLUR 
 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL  

 

Place: 92 

PAZHAVERKADDU (PULICAT) 

 

Location : 

13°25'19.7"N 80°19'14.1"E 

 

In Tamil Nadu, the city Pulicat is located in 

the district of Tiruvallur. With a legacy of 

600 years, Pulicat, also known as 

Pazhaverkaddu, is situated almost 60kms 

north of Chennai city particularly on the 

seaward side of Sri Harikota Island 

blockade, which segregates Pulicat Lake 

from the Bay of Bengal. A narrow water 

lagoon Pulicat Lake is integrated to the 

Pulicat city and also got its name from 

it.Pulicat has a rich history behind it. In 

the earlier period of 1609, the Dutch 

settlers had constructed a fort“Geldira” to 

trade with the East Indies. In fact this 

Pulicat city turned out to be their main 

dwelling ground. Numerous invaders took 

possession of Pulicat city, the last being 

the British rulers. Britons had occupied 

Pulicat in 1825, thus becoming an integral 

part of Madras Presidency. Due to the 

passage of so many long years, much of 

the treasures of Pulicat had gone in to 

oblivion. Still an aura has remained, to a 

large extent, by the ancient lighthouse 

that was erected just opposite to the 

Pulicat Lake. 

 

Pulicat is also thronged with beautiful 

birds especially near the water banks of 

Pulicat Lake. Almost every year between 

the months of October and March, 

myriads of wandering birds take shelter. 

Although varies bird species are seen, the 

flamingos are significant, thronging the 

swamplands adjacent to the lake. 

 

The Buckingham Canal, lighthouse, 

villages on the seaside, fisher folk, bullock 

carts and ferry boats forms the back drop 

to Pulicat. The Dutch and the British is 

believed to have berthed their ships at 

Karinmanal village, which is a historical 

site nearby. The highly guarded Sri 

Harikota Island located here houses 

India’s space center. Jamilabad is a nearby 

village totally dedicated to boat building 

and Senjiamman Nagar is a tribal hamlet. 

Church of Our Lady of Glory, and the 

Dutch cemetery protected by the 

Archaeological Survey of India, has 

beautifully carved tombstones and 

mausoleums thatare amongst other 

interests. 

 

Fancy and utility articles, made out of 

palm leaves by women, are a speciality of 

Pulicat. Seafood export is a major activity. 

Pulicat is well connected by road to 

Chennai.The nearest airport and railways 

are at Chennai. 

 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
66 KM 

 

Ponneri Railway Station – 20 KM, 
Chennai Central Railway Station 
– 55 KM  

 

Chennai Mofussil Bus Stand 
(CMBT) – 55 KM 
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PULICAT LAKE 

 

 
SEA BACK WATER, PULICAT 

 

 

 
BIRDS SANCTUARY, PULICAT 
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District  :  

TIRUVALLUR 

 

Category: 

HERITAGE SITE  

 

Place:  93 

GUDIYAM CAVES 

 

Location : 

13°17'27.4"N 79°48'32.5"E 

 

Gudiyam Caves are rock shelters in South 

India and known for prehistoric stone 

tools and culture. They were first 

identified by British geologist Robert 

Bruce Foote. This ancient site is situated in 

the Thiruvallur district near the Poondi 

reservoir. It is 60 km (37.3 mi) 

from Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 

Archaeological evidence suggests that the 

caves were used by Palaeolithic Man. The 

site has been excavated by the 

Archaeological Survey of India in 1963 and 

1964. Systematic Palaeolithic studies in 

this region indicate these sites suggest 

extensive movement of early hominids 

across the landscape about 200,000 years 

ago. Sixteen such shelters have been 

identified by the Archaeological Survey of 

India in Pulikundram reserve forestranges 

near Poondi. 

 
Chennai International Airport – 
81 KM 

 

Thiruvallur Railway Station – 40 
KM, Chennai Central Railway 
Station – 74 KM  

 

Thiruvallur Bus Stand – 36 KM, 
Chennai Mofussil Bus Stand 
(CMBT) – 74 KM 

 

 
GUDIYAM CAVES 

 
GUDIYAM CAVES – ROCK SHELTER 

 

 
GUDIYAM CAVES WAY 
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PALEOLITHIC TOOLS 

 

 
POTTERY 
 

 
GUDIYAM CAVE WATER TANK 

 

 

 

  



Prep by:   Page 205 of 211 

District  :  

THENI 
 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL  

 

Place:  94 

MEGHAMALAI 

 

Location : 

9°38'32.6"N 77°24'55.0"E 

 

Megamalai is also called as ‘’Paccha 

Kumachi’’ which means green peak is at 

an altitude of 1500 mts above sea level. 

During British period this was popularly 

called as High Wavy Mountain, a 

mountain range situated in the Western 

Ghats in Theni district of Tamil Nadu. 

Since the peak is always covered with 

clouds, locals call it as Megamalai. 

 

 
Panoramic view of Meghamalai 

 

It is dotted with cardamom plantations 

and tea estates. The place is rich in flora 

and fauna. This area, now mostly planted 

with tea, includes Cloudlands, Highwavys, 

Venniar and Manalar estates, the access 

to which is now largely restricted. It still 

includes large untouched remnants of 

evergreen forest. 

 

Tamil Nadu has declared Meghamalai as a 

protected area owing to its rich flora and 

fauna. The landscape is endowed with an 

array of vegetation types varying from dry 

(thorn forests) in the eastern side to wet 

(evergreen) forests on the western side 

due to wide elevation gradient (220–2000 

m above sea level) and varied rainfall 

pattern (wind ward and leeward zones). 

The composition and configuration of this 

landscape facilitates diverse species of 

vertebrates (18 species of fishes, 35 

amphibians, 90 reptiles, 254 birds, 63 

mammals).  

 

 
High Wavy Mountain 

 

 
Cloudy Mountains 

 

 
Manalar Dam 
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High Wavy Dam 

 

 
Meghamalai Falls 

 

 
Suruli Falls 

 

 
Scenic view of Meghamalai 

 

The flora and fauna here is a delight to the 

traveler and more so for the adventurer, 

scientist, ornithologist and researchers in 

to the history of nature and the evolution 

of the various species of the animal 

kingdom. Meghamalai is literally a gold 

mine for its ecological and environmental 

wealth.The region is covered with scrub 

forests in the foothills and the higher 

ranges are under cultivation of spices like 

cardamom, cinnamon and pepper and 

commercial crops like tea and coffee. The 

mountaintops are canopied with 

evergreen forests.   

 

 
Elephants in Meghamalai Forest 

 

 
Indian Gaur in Forest & Tea Estate 

 

Megamalai is home to a diverse animal 

kingdom and provides a natural habitat to 

birds, reptiles, mammals and different 

species of butterflies. Domicile and 

migratory pachyderms are a common 

sight. Wild animals like leopards and 
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tigers, deer, bear, wild boar and 

porcupines are also found in plenty.The 

birds that are popular here is the jungle 

fowl, wagtails, bulbuls, swallows, kites, 

shrikes, warblers and more than a 

hundred species of birds are identified. 

Conservation of the endangered hornbills 

is afoot and remedial measures should 

help maintain the population of these fast 

dwindling species. The grizzled giant 

squirrel is also an endangered species.  

 

Fruit bats are found only in this region and 

these bats propagate seed dispersal and 

are pollinating agents. Venomous snakes 

are also found here and Hutton’s pit viper 

is commonly found in this region. Arnetta 

vindhiana is a butterfly commonly known 

as Vindhian Bob. This butterfly is a native 

of India and belongs to the Hesperidae 

family. Slender Loris is commonly known 

as Malabar gray slender loris or “Vangu” 

in the colloquial term. The slender loris is 

an arboreal animal belonging to the 

species Loris. This animal is a sub species 

of the gray slender loris found only in this 

region and not elsewhere in the Indian 

continent. This animal is small in size and 

is a nocturnal primate that lives in both 

dry and wet climes and thrives in high 

forests as well as lowlands. 

 

 
Gray Slender Loris 

The Vellimalai (Silver Mountain, 1,650 m) 

area is a heart of Meghamalai. Silver-lined 

clouds seem to rest gently on green 

hilltops; nestled in this region is the place 

where the river Vaigai originates. 

 

 
Madurai International Airport – 
134 KM 

 

Srivilliputhur Railway Station – 
104 KM, Madurai Junction – 115 
KM 

 

Theni Bus Stand – 51 KM, 
Srivilliputhur Bus Stand – 102 KM 
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District  :  

RAMANATHAPURAM & THOOTHUKUDI 
 

Category: 

NATURE TRAIL  

 

Place:  95 

GULF OF MANNAR MARINE NATIONAL 

PARK 

 

Location : 

9.127823°N 79.466155°E 

 

The Gulf of Mannar Marine National 

Park is a protected area of India consisting 

of 21 small islands (islets) and 

adjacent coral reefs in the Gulf of 

Mannar in the Indian Ocean. It lies 1 to 

10 km away from the east coast of Tamil 

Nadu, India for 160 km between 

Thoothukudi (Tuticorin) and Dhanushkodi. 

It is the core area of the Gulf of Mannar 

Biosphere Reserve which includes a 10 km 

buffer zone around the park, including the 

populated coastal area. The park has a 

high diversity of plants and animals in 

its marine, intertidal and near shore 

habitats. Public access inside the Park is 

limited to glass bottom boat rides at 

present. 

 

The 560 sq. km (220 sq. mi) park is part of 

the 140 km long and 25 km wide Mannar 

Barrier reef. The 21 islands vary from 0.25 

ha (.6 acre) to 130 ha (321.2 acres). Total 

area of the islands is 6023 sq. km 

(2.41 sq mi). 

 

The park includes estuaries, mudflats, 

beaches and forests of the near shore 

environment. It also includes marine 

components such as coral reefs, seaweed 

communities, sea grasses, salt marshes 

and mangroves. 

 

FLORA 

 

Mangroves dominate the intertidal zones 

of the park islands. They consist of species 

belonging to the Rhizophora, 

Avicennia, Bruguiera, Ceriops and Lumnitz

era genus. Introduced Prosopis genus of 

tree species is dominant on land in all the 

islands. Pemphis acidula (Lythraceae 

family of flowering herb) is the only 

endemic plant species. 12 species of sea 

grass and 147 species of seaweeds were 

recorded. This vegetation provides 

important feeding grounds for 

the vulnerable marine mammal, the 

Dugong, endangered Green Turtles and 

vulnerable Olive Ridley turtles. 

 

 
Dugong (Sea Cow) 

 

FAUNA 

 

Vertebrates 

 

Dugong, a vulnerable marine mammal is 

the flagship mammal of the park. It is an 

important habitat for the Cetaceans: Indo-

Pacific bottlenose dolphin, Finless 

https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Gulf_of_Mannar_Marine_National_Park&params=9.127823_N_79.466155_E_region:IN_type:landmark_dim:23km
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porpoise, Spinner dolphin, Common 

Dolphin, Risso's Dolphin, Melon-headed 

Whale, and Dwarf Sperm Whale. Larger 

whales include Sperm whale, Minke 

whale, Bryde's whale, Sei whale, and 

critically endangered species 

including Humpback whale, Fin whale, and 

Blue whale. 

 

 
Sea Turtle 

 

 
Clown Fish 

 

About 510 (23%) of the 2,200 fin fish 

species in Indian waters are found in the 

Gulf, making it the most highly diverse fish 

habitat in India. Coral associated 

ornamental fishes belonging to the family 

Chaetodontidae, (butterfly fish); 

Parrotfish; Amphiprioninae species (clown 

fish); Holocentrus species (squirrel fish), 

Scarus species (parrot fish), Lutjanus 

species (snappers) and Abudefduf saxatilis 

(sergeant Major) are abundant. 

 

 

A unique endemic species 

of Balanoglossus – Ptychodera fluva, a 

living fossil that links invertebrates and 

vertebrates, has been recorded only here. 

 

Invertebrates 

 

Four species each of shrimp and lobster, 

106 species of crab, 17 species of sea 

cucumber, and 466 species 

of mollusc including 271 gastropods, 

174 bivalves, 5 polyplacophorans, 16 

cephalopods and 5 scaphopods, 108 

species of sponge, and 100 species of 

echinoderm occur in the Gulf. 

 

 
Corals in the Marine Park 

 

The coral fauna includes 106 species from 

30 genus of hermatypes and 11 species 

from 10 genuses of ahermatypes, 

including 13 new species, giving a total of 

117 species from 14 families and 40 

genuses. The reefs in this area are 

narrow fringing reefs located 150 to 300 

m from the shore of the islands and patch 

reefs rising up from depths of 2 to 9 m 

and extending up to 2 km long and 50 m 

wide. Stony coral species belonging 



Prep by:   Page 210 of 211 

to Poritidae and Faviidae sub orders 

constitute the dominant reef builders 

here.  

 

This is the first marine Biosphere Reserve 

in Southeast Asia and undoubtedly, the 

best of its kind with an astonishingly huge 

variety of plants & animals.  

 

 

Can be reached from Madurai 
International Airport and 
Thoothukudi Airport 

 

Can be reached from Mandapam 
Railway Station and Thoothukudi 
Railway Station 

 

Can be reached from 
Rameswaram Bus Stand and 
Thoothukudi Bus Stand 
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